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than to afford amufement. Poetry itfelf, which’ feems'to have 
fprung from the paftoral regions of Arabia, is no longer courted 
nor acknowledged by this degenerate race ; and the names of their 
poets are more honored and known in Europe than in Afia. 
Strange as this affertion may appear, there is nothing more cer- 
tain than the truth of it; and it cannot be difputed, that the pro- 
pagation of a novel and bigotted faith, has been always attended 
with the fame melancholy effects in every part of the globe. The 
blindnefs of zeal deftroys every thing that is not intimately con- 
netted with the object of its purfuit ; and the high-priefts of a 
new-fangled doctrine, are the Goths and Vandals of the age, 
who overturn the altars dedicated to the arts and fciences. 

Another Chriftian accompanied thdfe who paid us a vifit yef- 
terday, and we learn, to our great fatisfaction, that they are 
waiting for the caravan which is to convey us to the Nile. There 
is an inexpreflible pleafure in meeting with thofe of our own re- 
ligion in a foreign land, and efpecially where the difference of opi- 
nion is fufficient to occafion the worft of treatment to a travelicr, 
But it is univerfally acknowledged, that Chriftians have greater 
puivileges, and experience better ufage in Egypt, than in any 
other part of Turkey. Governed by her own beys, and but no- 
minally dependant on the Porte, fhe deviates wholly from the falfe 
fyftem which fubfifts in the Ottoman politics; and ftudies her 
own intereft in the favor fhe fhews to Chriftianity. Too fupine 
for _ ftudy, and too proud for labor, the Mahometan refigns the 
pen and plough to the induftrious Chriftian. But for this defpifed 
tribe, the wheels of government would ftand ftill, and the Nile 
would yearly fatten his banks in vain. The mechanics, as well as 
hufbandmen, are of this perfuafion ; and the fecretaries, as well 
as moft of the confidential officers of the.great and petty princes of 
Egypt, profefs the Chriftian tenets, 


The 
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The Turkifh commandant has jult fent to acquaint us, by our 
nokidah, that it is cuftomary to fearch the baggage of travellers, 
that the duties of the port may be levied on any merchandize they 
poffefs. Though we aflured them that we were fitted out, not as 
merchants, but as travellers, we could have no objection to a prac- 
tice fo ufual in all places. In the evening, therefore, we were vi- 
fited by fome of the principal people, to whom we opened our 
trunks ; and can fay, that the fcrutiny was lefs rigid, and con- 
ducted with more decency, than in many of the cuftom-houfes of 
Europe. While thefe gentry were drinking coffee with us, at fun- 
{et intelligence was brought us of the caravan’s approach, which 
afforded us no inconfiderable pleafure. The young fhaik was 
informed of his father’s arrival, and haftened to receive him. We 
foon learnt that only a part of the caravan was come with the” 
Arabian fhaik ; who fent us his compliments, and excufes for not 
waiting on us, being fatigued with the journey. He promifed to 
vifit us early in the morning, to provide us with camels, and to 
adjuft the ceconomy of our expedition by the return of the cara- 
van, which would certainly be herein afew days. If we encoun- 
ter no further delays, we fhall not repine at being betrayed into 
this route, which is new, and may afford us matter of curious {pe- 
culation, As the wind alfo continues to blow from the N. W. 
quarter, we can the more eafily give credit to our nokidah, who 
affures us, that our boat would not have gotten to Suez this month 
to come, and that the feafon alone prevented our being carried to 
Suez agreeably to our defire. As this fellow feems very tarneft 
to ferve us, and has promifed to remain here until we depart for 
the Nile, we the more readily forget the trick he played us, which 
the apprehenfions of the vizier’s refentment might induce him to 
commit. That titled villain has principally benefited by our mif- 
_ fortunes ; and, were this laft evil neceffary to fill up the meafure 
of them, inficad of paying the enormous fum of 650 dollars for 

our 
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our paflage to Cofire, we might have been tranfported here at a 
trifling expence, on any of the numerous boats that trade between 
Yambo and this place. 


SATURDAY, 12th Jury. 


We were furprized this morning with an early vifit from the 
Arabian fhaik, attended by the chief people of the town. He 
is an elderly man, of a good countenance and a polite addrefs, 
and in every refpect anfwers to the idea which an European 
would form of one of thefe leaders. He confirmed the tenders 
of fervice, and promifes of protcdlion, made us by his fon; and 
{cemed willing to difpatch us immediat&ly to the Nile with the 
few camels he had here, provided we were content to leave our 
baggage behind, to be fent after us by the great caravan. 
Though our living on the Nile until our baggage came up, would 
be more agreeable in refpect to the fituation, and the cheapnefs of 
provifion, when compared with this place, we determined to wait 
for the caravan, which we now found was not expected thefe 
eight days. And this not only on account of fecurity, but as it 
appeared to be the with of the fhaik, who declared his intention 
of accompanying us himfelf, or putting us under the protection 
of his fon during the journey. When this point was fettled, we 
requeited the fhaik to furnifh us with a camel to carry a letter 
to the Nile, from thence to be forwarded to the India Company's 
agent ut Cairo, that he might be advifed of our arrival in thefe 
parts. Co this the fhaik chearfully confented, and we addreffed 
the following letter to Mr. Baldwin, and delivered it to the 
Arab. 
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To GEORGE BALDWIN, Ff. 


«STR, 

‘© We take the liberty to acquaint you of our arrival at this 
place on the roth inftant. A concurrence of accidents has obli- 
ged us to undertake this, uncommon route, although it was ou 
intention to have proceeded to Cairo by the way of Suez. As we 
are charged with difpatches of the utmoft confequence from the 
prefident of Madras to the Court of Directors, we flatter our- 
felves, that this circumftance will be a further inducement to 
your humanity, to intereft yourfelf with the bey of Cairo in our 
behalf, that he may immediately fue paffes to Ghinnah and 
Jirje, for our better fecurity in going down the Nile. We havea 
protection from the vizier of Yambo to the Arab fhaik of this 
diftriét, who has treated us with great civility, and promifes to 
fend us to the Nile, under charge of his fon, by the return of 
the caravan, which is expected here in a few days. It is with 
his affiftance that we are enabled to forward you this intelli- 
gence of our fituation. When we have the pleafure, Sir, of feeing 
you at Cairo, we fhall do ourfelves the honor to deliver the letters 
we are charged with to your addrefs, which we confider of too 
much importance to you to be trufted to this conveyance. 

«* Inthe hopes of mecting with you in a fhort time, and of 
exprefling our fenfe of the fervices which your influence in this 
country may afford us, we remain, 

SIR, 
Your very obedient, &c.” 

* Cofire, on the coaft of Upper Egypt, 

aath July, 3777.” 


When the fhaik and his courtiers had taken their leave, we had 


a continual levce the whole morning, and the durbar of an eaftern 
prince 
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piinc: could not be more crouded than our apartments. We treat- 
cd our vifitors with coffee only, as it is the cuftom of the country 
fur every one to carry his principal entertainment about with 
him, which isthe pipe. It fupplies the place of meat and drink, 
and even thought itfelf ; though they tell you here, that the pipe 
is the beft friend imaginable to meditation. Be this as it may, 
the Arabs do not feem to benefit by it in this refpe&t ; though never 
did T fee a paffion carried to fuch excefs as this. 

At noon the young fhaik accompanied us in a walk about the 
town, and as we pafled the fort, we were faluted with one gun: a 
compliment for which we made a imal] donation to the gunner. 
In this excurfion we gathered nothing, but a nearer view of the 
poverty of the people, and the dreary face of the country. At our 
icturn home we had another vifit from the fhaik, to acquaint us, 
that the carriage of a letter to Cairo would be very heavy, and that 
we might as well omit fending it. When he named 60 dollars 
for the trouble, we were not a little ftartled at the fum, and fhould 
have been well inclined to drop the matter, had we not held it of 
great moment to our concerns. We declined, however, giving 
fuch an extravagant price, for what we told the fhaik was of little 
confequence in itfelf. He was called away by fome bufinefs in the 
midft of this conference, and our nokidah offered to follow him, 
and to bring him to reafon in his demand. The fellow accord- 
ingly went on this embafly to the fhaik, who confented at length 
to take zo dollars for the difpatch of the letter, The money was 
immediately advanced, and the camel was that night fent off to 
the Nile, if any reliance could be placed on the word of an Arab. 
The attempt to impofe on us in a charge of this kind, was only 
confidcred by us as an effay on the ftrength of our purfes ; and 
we are in hopes, from our having lowered them fo confiderably in 
their prices, that we fhall be the lefs liable to impofition, in our 
future dealings with the natives of Egypt. 

Our 
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Our evening, as ufual, was paffed in recciving company, among 
whom we {aw feveral people who were to be our fellow-travel- 
lers. There was a merchant, in particular, who was vety intcl- 
lignt, and offered to accommodate us with his howe, on our 
airival at Ghinnah, a large city on the Nile, to which the caia- 
van is to carry us. He tells us, to our great fatisfaction, that 
we fhall find no difficulty in procuring boats for our paflage 
down the Nile; and that at the eafy expence of 25 dollars. So 
that our money holds out to Cairo, we muft be content to pay 
for every inch of the road, through this ftrange and remote 
country. We have been obliged to make feveral little prefents 
to the great people already; but thefe have been confined to 
pieces of Indian handkerchiefs, and bottles of European liquors. 
Thefe the Turkifh commandant carried away under his garment, 
with all the gravity peculiar to his nation ; and, to heighten the 
joke, he was pleafed to let the fpirits pafs under the denomina- 
tion of phyfic. 

The weather here is remarkably pleafant for this time of the 
year. This muft be owing to the prevalence of the northerly 
winds, that blow acrofs the Red Sea to this coaft. Neither are 
the dews fo heavy and troublefome, as we found them on the 
fhores of Arabia. A lucky circumftance to travellers, who have 
been fo long accuftomed to the magnificent and fpacious canopy 
of the fky, that they cannot fleep within doors, or be confined 
beneath the low and contra¢ted roof of a chamber. We have a 
good yard belonging to the houfe, where we pafs the nights» 


SUNDAY, 13th Jury. 


Our charges are confiderably augmented by the price of water, 
which is bécome fo fearce, that we are at times at a lofs for a 
draught of it. The people sat drink of a bad fort, which they 

bring 
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biing fiom a {pring at above a league's diftance, it not being in 
their powei to pay a quarter of adollar per fkin, for fo con- 
fiderable a neceflary of life. 

‘The noitherly wind continues to blow fo ftrongly, that we 
have gicat reafon to think we fhould have been much longer 
beating our paflage to Suez, than we fhall be in getting to Cairo 
by the route we have ftumbled upos. The character of our 
nokidah begins to be again doubtful. After all his promifes to 
ftay by us until our departure, and to fee us provided with good 
camcls, he came to us this evening with the fhaik, and, after a 
parade of his attachment towards us, pretended to regret the 
neceffity which called him away. He even perfuaded the old 
man to declaim in his behalf; to acquaint us that the letter 
which the vizier of Yambo had fent by the nokidah, was of the 
utmoft moment to our intereft; that we were thereby entitled 
to the fhaik’s proteCtion, as far as his life would afford it; and 
that he hoped we would remember him, now he was about to 
leave us. Notwithftanding our indignation was rouzed at the 
prevarication of this fellow, we did not hold him worth our at- 
tention, nor did‘we chufe to let the fhaik into the reafon of our 
defiring his ftay. It was our bufinefs to appear to place an un- 
limited confidence in the man, whom chance had made the 
mafter of our fates. And indeed he atted very impartially on 
the occafion, and concluded his harangue, with intreating us to 
confult our inclinations only, when we fixed on a recompence 
for the nokidah’s fervices. We thanked him for his goodnefs, 
and carelefsly added, that we would think on this fubject in the 
morning. There is no doubt but the nokidah’s waiting our 
motions, might be prejudicial to his affairs which fummon him 
to Yambo ; but it was our declared intention to have made him 
a very handfome confideration on this account. To have fent 
advices to our friends in India of our fafety, and of our depar- 

ture 
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‘ture for the Nile, was a matter which we had much at heart. 
This very fellow had promifed to accomplifh it. He has un- 
doubtedly forfeited all further pretenfions to our favor, fo that 
the prefent which we give him will be very trifling. 


MONDAY, 14th Jury. 


The greateft part of the morning was fpent in a converfation 
“with the nokidah, and in writing a letter to the vizier, in tefti- 
mony of this fellow’s good treatment of us. His conduéting 
us to this place appears to have been more the vizier’s crime 
than his; and, in fpite of his recent abufe of our contidence, our 
diftreffes had not deprived us of the principle of forgivenefs, fo 
far as to permit us to deny him a requeft of this nature. The 
fafety of his family, who were in the vizier’s power, depended, 
as he affured us, upon our word. The addrefs was extraordi- 
nary enough, to a man who had been the primary caufe of our 
misfortunes; and it may be expected that we did not mifs the 
opportunity to give a vent to our indignation. But, irritated 
as we were again{ft the minifter, we difdained even to expoftu- 
late with him on his unfair proceedings. We were determined 
not to afford him matter of triumph, and concealed the effects 
which his detefted policy had been attended with. The letter was 
expreffed in general terrhs ; and we bore witnefs to the conduct 
of the nokidah, as far as regarded his attention and refpect to- 
wards us. With this he feemed better fatisfied than with the 
prefent we made him. We affigned but ten dollars for himfelf 
and the pilot,: of whom I have made fuch frequent mention in 
the journal of the boat. This was a fufficient mortification to 
people, whofe expeétations had been raifed by the rewards we 
promifed them on our {afe arrival at Suez, and whofe ideas of 
our wealth were fo extravagant. The feveral trifles we had left 
S 2 in 
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in the boat amounted to no inconfiderable fum ; but the value of 
thefe were already forgotten. We were more liberal to the boat’s 
crew, who came at the fame time to take leave of us; as they 
had bccn the innocent inftruments in the execution of the plot, 
which was devifed againft us in the town of Yambo. 

We perceive a jealoufy fubfifts between the Turk and Arab 
on our account, which we have no reafon to be concerned at. As 
the prefence of the former will prove an infallible check on the 
motions of the fhaik, we fhall rather be defirous of fomenting 
the difference, by paying an equal attention to thefe chiefs, than, 
by attaching ourfelves to one, run the chance of incurring the 
1efentment of the other. The government of the diftrict is un- 
doubtedly in the hands of the fhaik, who holds it from the man- 
date of the bey of Cairo; and to his influence we muft commit 
ourfelves in our journey to the Nile. But the oftenfible dignity 
lies with the Turkith officer, who commands the fort of Cofire 
in the name of the bey, and is placed here as a fpy on the con- 
duct of the fhaik. They never meet at our houfe but by acci- 
dent ; and then nothing but common civility paffes between 
them. The Arab, in particular, is uneafy at the frequent vifits 
of the other, and it is no longer ago than this morning, that he 
cautioned us to truft to him alone for the fupply of our wants. 
While the Turk, on the other hand, let us this afternoon into 
the knowledge of every thing that we wanted to be informed 
of. The cuftomary price of camels to the Nile will be but trifling, 
and we hope, by his means, to efcape the impofitions which we 
fhould otherwife incur from the poverty of the Arabs, who, in 
many refpects, are of no unamiable charaG&ter. We have found 
them to be decent in their manners, and temperate in their diet ; 
addicted to no warmth or levity of temper, refpeétful in the 
laft degree to their parents, charitable in their difpofitions, and 

humane 
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humane to their dependents : ftrictly attentive to all the forms of 
their religion, and wholly unacquainted with the unnatural vices 
which originated in the Eaft, and have long difgraced the Chrif- 
tian empire, But this aflemblage of good qualities is thoroughly 
tainted by the luft of lucre, which no bounds are forcible enough 
to reftrain. Their command of mind is applied to facilitate the 
bafeft purpofes of gain, amd their pretended fanctity often ferves 
to cover fome fcheme of fraud. It muft be owned, the neceffities 
of people, who almoft live in a ftate of nature, muft bear hard 
on the innate principles of goodnefs which they may poflefs ; 
and when the prejudices of their religion, which inculcate the 
practice of deceit towards Chriftians, are thrown into the ba- 
lance, it will not be fo much wondered at, that the fcale of in- 
juftice prevailed againft us: that we were fo maltreated in Ara- 
bia, or that we fhall be obliged to win our way through the de- 
farts of Thebais to the Nile, by dint of gold. 

The young fhaik, after his father had left us, took a liking 
to a very good {pying-glafs which we had brought with us. As 
he is likely to be our fellow-traveller, we begged his acceptance 
of it. At the fame time our nokidah came to‘take his leave; 
and we parted on good terms, notwithftanding what had paficd 
between us. 


TUEBSDAY, isth Jury. 


This morning a jar of water was brought to us from the fgaik, 
which had juft arrived from the mountains, He had heard us 
complain yefterday of the want of fweet water, and very politely 
fent this jar to our houfe, which had come for his own drinking. 
We were content to pay three dollars for the carriage, as we fet 
an higher value upon water, in our prefent circumftances, than 


if it were wine. We had an early vifit from the old man, to 
whom 
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whom we prefented a piece of Indian chintz for his women. 
Had we been apprized of our going this road, we might have 
brought numberlefs trifles from our veffel, which would have 
appeared of fome eftimation in the eyes of a people, to whom all 
foreign articles have the charms of novelty. This man however 
has feen more of the world than the generality of his country- 
men. He has been twice at Conftantinople ; and at Alexandria, 
he tells us, he went on board an Englifh man of war of fixty 
guns, from which he feems to have derived an high idea of the 
power and dignity of the Britifh nation. He has been comfort- 
ing us with the hopes of the caravan’s not exceeding the time 
appointed for its appearance; which now approaches, to our 
great fatisfaction. There is nothing to be feen here but fea, 
mountain, and {ky ; and we long to be coafting the banks of the 
Nile, and to become eye-witnefles of the fertility and beauty of 
a country, fo celebrated by hiftorians, and confirmed in our ad- 
miration by the teftimony of the people here, who are never 
tired of repeating its praifes. We learn that our boat, and four 
others, failed this morning for Yambo; and that three larger 
ones remain here to receive their lading from the caravan. The 
paffage to Yambo can be made with eafe in four or five days. 
What a contraft to the long and tedious voyage that we ex- 
perienced to this place ! 

Nothing is a greater proof of the warlike difpofitions of the 
Arabs, than the pleafure they take in the infpection of arms of 
all kinds. Our fwords, guns, and piftols, have undergone a 
thoufand examinations ; and beers honored with a profufion of 
applaufes, not, we fufpe&, without hopes, on their fide, of pro- 
fiting by our politenefs. Were a fword or fpear to be put into 
the hand of an Arab, whatever difguife he might be in, his bent 
of mind would as quickly betray itfelf, as did Achilles’, when he 
handled the arms which Ulyffes placed before him. He is al- 
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ways armed as if going to battle; and we never fee any one, 
whofe profeffion allows of it, unprovided with a pair of loaded 
piftols in his girdle, a fabre and a dagger by his fide, and a {pear 
of about fix feet in length in his right hand. In his left he al- 
ways carries a pipe, which, moderately fpeaking, is not five mi- 
nutes together from his lips in the courfe of the day. Though 
this general practice of carrying fire-arms on peaceable occa- 
fions, is totally repugnant to the ideas of civilized minds, there 
is nothing but what may be reconciled to us by the force of 
habit ; and we now view this threatening apparatus of war with- 
out the fmalleft emotion. In the evening the fhaik brought us 
a plate of unripened limes, which, indifferent as they were, we 
underftand have come from the neighborhood of the Nile. 


WEDNESDAY, 16th Jury. 


We are very fortunate in refpeét to the owner of the houfe we 
live in. He is an old Arab, of a civil demeanor and a quiet 
temper ; and if ever a mortal paffed away an inoffenfive life, it is 
this hoft of ours. His worldly cares extend not beyond the little 
ceconomy of an humble roof, and the fale of a few articles, with 
which he makes fhift to provide for the calls of nature. The 
only luxury he taftes of, 1s his pipe of tobacco and his cup of 
coffee ; and his fole enjoyment, is the tendance of a milch goat, 
that follows him about with the docility of a dog. The milk of 
this animal he kindly referves for our ufe; and, indeed, it is 
ferviceable to us, in a miferable place, where milk is not to be 
procured. In the courfe of fuch a fimple life, it is not likely 
that he fhould imbibe the errors which higher ftations are apt to 
betray their poffeffors into ; and there is no doubt but the prayers 
of this poor Arab are acceptable to the Almighty difpofer of all 
things. Content carries along with it the afpect of every virtuc ; 

and 
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and not to repine at the deftiny which Heaven has allotted us, 
is certainly of more folid importance to mankind, than the at- 
tainment of a thoufand dazzling talents, which, by fitting us to 
the admiration of this world, too often render us indifferent to 
the acquifition of a more glorious recompence. 

The fhaik and the commandant are become very regular in 
their vifits to us. By this particular attention we conceive hopes 
of the caravan’s approach, as we do not think they would thus 
court us through mere form. The Turk is by much the more 
modeft of the two, which muft be attributed to a more general 
knowledge of the world. He has afked for nothing but the li- 
quor before mentioned ; and has received nothing from us, but 
a piece of muflin handkerchiefs, which we prefented him with 
laft night. The Arab does not maintain this decency in his con- 
duct, though he is by no means open in his demands. He is 
continually afking us, through the channel of. our interpreter, 
of the things we poflefs ; and this morning defired to look at a 
curious pair of piftols of mine, which I had carefully concealed 
from his knowledge. Though I could not learn in what man- 
ner he had difcovered them, I was obliged to promife them to 
him on our arrival at the Nile ; when we fondly flattered ourfelves 
to be delivered from the neceffity of ftanding upon our guard. 
Thefe piftols have a ftop upon the cocks, which muft render 
them fafer to an Arab, who is accuftomed, on a march, to fleep 
with them in his girdle. 

The weather was hotter to-day than we have before expe- 
rienced it, which we attribute to an alteration in the wind, that 
has blown from the land, though very faintly. Were it not for 
the conftant gales which prevail in thefe feas, the coafts would 
be intolerably hot, as the foil is nothing but rock and fand. 


THURSDAY, 


bigze 


THURSDAY, 17th Jury. 


The fhaik brought us this morning a bottle of cinnamon-watei 
under his cloak. We were prevailed on to tafte it, out of com- 
pliment to him, who fhewed us the example, but we heartily re- 
pented of it. Whether owing to the ftill, or whatever caule it 
might be, there was a copperas tafte in the liquor, that did not 
agree with our ftomachs. This will be a caution how we make 
fiee with foreign liquors, among a people, whofe ignorance may 
be impofed on by the venders of thete articles. 

We have difcovercd an amiable trait in the character of the 
old man, which has confiderably heightened our opinion of him. 
Te has a paternal regard for his fubjects, and feems to fhare in 
any innocent recreation they can take. It was no longer ago 
than laft night, that a flave-boy, belonging to our company, was 
playing on the fiddle for the entertainment of the fhaik. The 
novelty of the found brought a crowd about the gate of the 
yard, where we were fitting on carpets to enjoy.the cool of the 
evening. The old man perceived them to be pleafed with the 
mufic, and afked our permiffion to Ict them come in. This was 
no fooner granted, than the yard was filled with people of all 
ranks, who expreffed great fatisfaction and furprize at the {kill 
of a boy, who might be put on a footing with the blind fiddlers 
that {et a country wake in motion. The ideas of the better fort 
of a fimple people, cannot be expected to be more refined than 
thofe of the lower clafs of a polifhed nation. Nature is the fame 
in every climate, and betrays its want of cultivation, by an un- 
diftinguifhing tafte in the feveral degrees of perfection to which 
the arts and fciences may be carried. The notes of a violin or 
flute may touch a rude ear with fenfations of delight, although 
not regulated by the paufes of time; or how can we pretend to 
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receive pleafure from the wild notes of the wood-lark or night- 
mgale? The truth is, we look not for any excellence in the 
bird, but what nature has afforded. The fweetnefs of his pipe 
makes ample amends for the irregularity of the meafure ; and we 
drink the melody, without feeling the want of corre¢tnefs. 

We had a vifit as ufual from the Turk, who watches his time, 
and comes always after the departure*vf the fhaik. He informs 
us, that he has juft had a meffenger, who brings advice of the 
immediate departure of the caravan from the Nile. If this ac- 
count be true, it muft arrive within two days at furtheft. The 
Turk fhewed us a chop or fignet, that he received from Ibra- 
him Beg, the hey of Cairo, nominating him to the command of 
the fort of Cofire. He is a very obliging and good-humored 
man; and it will be our inclination, as well as intereft, to culti- 
vate his friendfhip. 

It is not often that we venture out of the doors of our 
gateway, except by moon-light, when we {tray down to the fea- 
fide, which is the only profpect from this place that can bear 
obfervation. There was doubtlefs fome appearance of cultiva- 
tion, when the country was better inhabited, as the moft {tubborn 
foil cannot refift the efforts of induftry. But as the power of 
the Turks began to decline in thefe parts, commerce failed apace ; 
the inhabitants of this populous city removed by degrees to the 
mere fertile banks of the Nile, and have left it a prey to poverty 
and defolation ! 


FRI DA Y, 18th Jury. 


We received very difagreeable tidings this morning relative to 
the caravan. The road is fo infefted with Buddoos, or wild 
Arabs, that its progrefs is delayed, until a reinforcement arrives 
from the Nile. It feems that a fhaik of the mountains, through 

which 
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which the caravan pafles, has lately difappeared ; fo that the fe- 
curity which the country was in from his influence, no longer 
fubfifts. tis cuftomary for the caravan to pay a tribute to thefe 
chiefs, for a paflage through their diftri€ts. They are only rob- 
bers of a larger growth, and openly fet their protection to fale, 
to defend the traveller from the rapine of their tribes. 

Diftreffing as this circymftance is, we are habituated to difap- 
pointment, and are arrived at that happy temper of mind, which 
rejects complaint in things unavoidable. As foon as a fufficient 
number of camels arrive, to tranfport ourfelves and baggage to 
the river, we are determined to fet out, in company with the fhaik 
or his fon; our number and fire-arms being fufficient, in our 
opinion, to put any band of robbers to flight. We fhall, at leaft, 
make up fifteen camels; not to mention the Chriftians and 
others, who might be glad to join us on fuch an expedition. But 
it is likely we fhall not be reduced to take this ftep, which, at any 
rate, muft be attended with rifk. The caravan may come before 
any further intelligence, as it only waited for the difperfion of the 
Buddoos, who are between it and this place ; and the pra¢tice of 
giving notice of its approach, by lighting fireson the hills, has 
been difcontinued, fince the arrival of thefe troublefome neigh- 
bors. 

The boats that waited for grain by the caravan, are now refolv- 
ed upon failing, as its appearance is fo uncertain. The matter of 
a boat belonging to Judda, came to us this morning to know our 
commands. As hefeems to be a good fort of man, and thisds the 
only opportunity we may have of advifing our friends in India of 
our fituation, we are determined to write by him, to the care of 
Mr. Horfeley at Mocha, wha has his letters very punctually for- 
warded to Suez per viam Judda. 

The Arabs are beggars from the higheft to the loweft. Indeed, 
fo facred is the ftate of poverty among them, that they hold its 
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votaries as under the peculiar direction of Providence. And this 
humane notion is the fource of that charity, which is the fnoft 
general virtue they poffefs. It isnot, therefore, to be wondered 
at, that an Arab feels not the fhame which overfpreads the cheek 
of an European petitioner. He afks, without fcruple, for what he 
thinks his poverty entitles him to; and intrudes himfelf in his 
rags into the prefence of his fuperiors,<from which he feldom or 
never experiences a repulfe. A fon of a fhaik of Yambo is about 
to return thither on one of the hoats, and came to-day to demand 
a prefent of us. As we were at a lofs what to offer him, the old 
fhaik ftood our friend on this occafion, and gave him two gold 
pieces in our nane, called mauheboops, of the value of one dollar 
and an halfeach. Thefe we are to give him credit for when we 
fettle accounts with the fhaik. In the evening the man came for 
our letters, which we delivered to him. 


SATURDAY, rgth Jury. 


The air was fo bleak during the night, that we were glad to 
retire into the boufe, though the place we flecp in is defended 
from the wind, by the height of the walls. This is one of the 
fineft climates under the fun, the air ferene and wholefome, and 
the fky always unclouded. The rays of the fun are tempered by 
the refrefhing breezes from the fea, which conftantly blow during 
the hotter months of the year. The foutherly winds prevail only 
in December, January, and February; and at the changes of the 
moon, they are fometimes felt for a day or two in the other 
months. From our experience of this fea, we do not think it 
practicable for a veflel to get up to Suez laterthan March. But 
then fhe may always reach Cofire, whence her packets, and even 
her goods, may be conveyed at an eafy expence to the Nile. Ghin- 
nah, a city of Upper Egypt, is fituated about 130 miles W. N. W. 
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of Cofire; thither the caravan goes, and there boats may be had 
in great plenty for Cairo, which is 500 computed miles from 
thence. This route can be only recommended to a packet-boat 
with difpatches from India, or toa veffel that lofes her paflage to 
Suez; as the expence of boat-hire down the river, and the cuf- 
toms of this port, would prove a confiderable draw-back on the 
profits of the voyage. Buys in fuch a fituation, we doubt not that 
veffels would find their account in coming here, inftead of repair- 
ing to Judda, as the fnow Adventure had orders to do, to the 
great lofs of her owners. A treaty of commerce might as readily 
be effected with the princes of Upper Egypt, as with the bey of 
Cairo; if the india Company do not confider this trate as pre- 
judicial to their interefts. It isnot my intention, at prefent, to 
enter into a difcuffion of this matter, as I acknowledge myfelf but 
an incompetent judge of it. But if the fpecies of goods which are 
carried to the Cairo market, and the channels into which they are 
afterwards thrown, be confidered, it does not appear, that the 
cftablifhment of this commerce would operate materially to the 
Company’s lofs. The cargocs for this track are chiefly of the 
fineft aflortment, and their circulation confined to the ports of 
the Mediterranean ; fo that it is not to be feared they will inter- 
fere with the fale of the Company's merchandife *. 

The Arabs here are much lefs referved in converfation than in 
Arabia. The fhaik himfelf has mentioned his wives to us more than 
once, though it is a fubjeét on which his countrymen at home 
preferve the ftricteft filence. But in proportion as they aig re- 
moved from the land of their Prophet, it would feem that they 
throw off the aufterity which is infeparable from bigotry. Their 
features are confiderably relaxed here, of the folemnity that they 


* It is not unlikely that this queftion will be decided by the Turks themflves, 
whofe heklenefs and rapacity may lead them to overfet an infant commerce, by means 
more forcible to thofe engaged iu it, than the authority of the Iegiflature st{cif. 
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aflvét at Yambo; and the old man relifhes a joke with as much 
glee as ourfelves. He has juft now gained much upon our con- 
fidence by an inftance of forbearance, which befpeaks him fome- 
what divefted of the rapacious {pirit of his tribe. My European 
fervant was imprudent enough to venture out in the dufk, into the 
quarter of the town where the files de jote refide. He was difco- 
vered by the patrole, and after having fuffered fome indignities, was 
hurried away to the guard-houfe, whence he was releafed by the 
fhaik’s order, as foon as the report was made tohim. This hap- 
pened two nights ago, and was kept from our knowledge. The 
old man was very backward to mention the fubject to us, which 
he did at length, on account, we believe, of the mifchief that 
might enfue to the toolith fellow, were he ever caught by the na- 
tives in fucha place again. Had this incident occurred at Yambo, 
or even at Mocha, where ftrangers are lefs liable to impofitions, 
there is no doubt but the fervant would have been detained in 
prifon, until his liberty was purchafed at the price of three or four 
hundred dollars. 

The fhaik brought us word this evening, that he had juft re- 
ceived certain intelligence of the caravan having left the Nile. 
While he was fitting with us, an exprefs arrived, intimating 
that a party of Buddoos were in the neighborhood, and had feized 
a camel and four affes belonging to the town, which had gone 
out this morning to fetch charcoal. The old man immediately 
fignified his refolution to fally forth with a few attendants, and 
obferve their motions. For this end he borrowed the pair of 
piftols belonging to me, which he had Jorig fixed his eye upon, 
and which I had promifed to prefent him with on our arrival at 

Ghinnah. Fires were now lighted on. the different eminences 
which overlook the town, and the drum beat to arms. Nor were 
thefe precautions ufelefs, in facha defencele(s place as this, which 
might be plundered with great cafe by a refolute and well- 
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accoutered band. But thefe robbers are reported not only to be 
indifferently armed, but to be void of all fpirit when they meet 
with refiftance. The third part may be furnifhed with match- 
locks, and the reft with {pears and fwords. A miferable race, 
wandering from hill to hill, and fubfifting on the pilfer of ftrag- 
gling paflengers. We prepared our fire-arms for their reception, 
fhould they venture to afffult our caftle ; and there was little oc- 
cafion for our keeping a regular watch, as it was not poffible to 
obtain a found nap during the night, whofe ‘dull ear” (as Shake- 
fpear denotes it) was deafened by the rattling of the drum, and 
the chorus of a war-fong. Thefe the Arabs continued until the 
morning dawned, and, delivering them from thei fears, permit- 
ted us to take an hour’s repofe. 


SUNDAY, 2oth Jury. 


We find that the Turkifh commandant had every thing in rea- 
dinefs in the fort, to have done execution among the Buddoos, 
The gunner this morning was fpunging the few pieces that are 
mounted on the walls, having drawn, we fuppofe, the charges 
of powder, which may ferve on a future occafion. The Turk 
breakfafted with us, and magnified, with the rhodomontade of 
his nation, the ftrength of his citadel, and the valor of his 
troops ; both of which, however, we muft confefs, might with- 
ftand the attack of an army of fuch vagrants, as thefe have been 
reprefented to us ! 

Even in this remote corner of the globe the character of the 
Turks ftrongly difplays itfelf. Sufpictous of ftrangers, and jea- 
lous of obfervation, they endeavor to conceal their weaknefs un- 
der an oftentatious language. Though he has never invited us 
into his fort, the commandant frequently talks of the impor- 
tance of his charge; and though the contempt which the fhaik 
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eutertains for him is too vifible to efcape our notice, he is willing 
to infpire us with an idea of his own fuperiority. Confcious 
that his power is daily mouldering away in thefe parts, the Turk 
grows more and more diftruftful of the Arab; while the latter 
can no longer fupprefs the rancor which he has conceived againft 
his tyrannical mafters. ‘To what lengths this mutual averfion 
will carry them, time alone can difcovér. But this appears pro- 
bable: fhoul! a favorable conjuncture prefent itfelf to the Arabs, 
to recover the territories of Egypt, it will not pafs by unheeded. 
This conqueft of their Prophet’s family may return into their 
hands, and then, by a natural courfe of things, revert to the do- 
minion of the original poffeffor. Thus, by a retrograde motion, 
the chains of bondaze may be unloofed, and the rights of the 
native be reftored to him. 

One of the prefent fubjects of our apprehenfion is, that the 
houfe we live in will not laft our time, fhould the caravan meet 
with further delays. The rafters are of the date-tree, and in- 
ftead of plank or tiles, the floor is compofed of rufhes laid clofe 
together. On this loofe fand is placed, and over all the coarfe 
matts of the country. Materials of this fort muft have a won- 
derful elafticity in them ; and every ftep we takc, is attended by 
an univerfal tremor of the houfe. Neither would a ftranger ima- 
gine that we were better provided in regard to the roof. This 
is formed of nothing ftronger than rufhes, on which {tones are 
heaped, to prevent their being fcattered by the winds. But in 
this fettled climate the native requires no defence, but againft 
the rays of the fun; thunder and lightning being almoft un- 
known to him; and even rain a very uncommon vifitor. By 
the accounts of the inhabitants, no rain has fallen at Cofire for 
thefe three years paft; nor does it ever exceed a fhower or two, 
when it comes. Of this the ftructure of their remaining houfes 
isan unqueéftionable proof ; for being rebuilt with mud, and half 
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‘thatched with rufhes, one day of rain would mix them with thei 
mother earth. 


MONDAY, aift Jury. 


Old and defolate as this town is, cats are the chief and almoit 
only nuifance which we have found here. But we are infefted 
with thefe vermin to fuch a degree, that no provifion can be fe- 
cured from their talons during the night. It is to no purpofe 
to lock the door, when the roof is fo unable to withftand their 
affaults. A droll adventure happened laft night, in confequence 
of the voracioufnefs of thefe animals, which may not be unwor- 
thy of remark. We had been prefented with a difh of nice 
cakes by one of our Chriftian acquaintance, which a fervant, 
out of his great wifdom, hung up in the room where one of our 
companions flept. Though the doors and windows were flung 
open on account of the heat, he thought the cakes would be fafer 
here than in any other place; and for the greater fecurity, fuf- 
pended them over the gentleman’s bed. But the very reverfe fell 
out. When all was quiet, the cats, which had”been attracted in 
great numbers by the favory {mell of the cakes, rufhed in at once 
from all quarters, and, without the lIeaft refpect to the intended 
guardian of them, and directed by inftinct to their booty, flew 
in a tumultuous maner towards it. Our companion was 
awakened by the growling of two of thefe ferocious creatures, 
who were difputing for a prize on his pillow; and, finding by 
the noife which affailed his ears, that the combat raged with 
equal fury on all fides, he ran to a ftick that ftood near him, and 
with an activity equally new and furprizing, lay about him with 
fuch fuccefs, that his perfecutors made off at length with the re- 
mains of the plunder. We, who took up our lodging in the 


yard, were diftaurbed by this uncommon tumult, which did uot 
U continue 


{ 146 } 

continue lefs than e quarter of an hour. It immediately recalled 
to our minds an adventure of Don Quixote’s, with thts diffe- 
rence only, that the prefent was not a preconcerted one. It was 
perhaps happy for our friend, that the cats had fomething forcible 
enough to draw their attention from him, or his face and body 
might have fuffered-equalty with the-knight's of facetious memory. 
Our mirth was increafed however accdrding to the mnocence of 
the diftrefs, which deprived him of his fleep during the whole 
‘night. This was-every moment broken by the mewing of thefe 
animals, that hovered around the fcene of action until the day 
broke, and difclofed to the unfortunate hero the caufe of his 
perplexity. 

Should ‘we ‘remain here much longer, we fhall-not have -where- 
with to-fulpply the cravings of thefe people, who are continually 
‘importuning us‘for powder, ball, Mints, and every article that they 
fix their eyes upon. Empty bottles are particularly acceptable 
‘to them ; and the fhaik himfelf did not difdain to requeft a dozen 
for his own ufe. Even fuch trifles as thefe have piven rife to 
jealoufies in this fimple place: nay, one of the-fhaik’s guards has 
gone fo far, as to throw out threats of vengeance againtt our 
férvant Ibrahim, becaufe the preference of a few bottles was 
gwen to another. To punith his infolence, we took upon us 
this morning to forbid this fellow the houfe. Since our firlt ar- 
rival he has been remarkably officious, and: profufe of his tenders 
of fervice; but as we have always ‘confideredi him in'the light of 
a Spy, we did not regret the oppertanity which permitted us to 
rid ourfelves of fo troublefome a vifitor. 


TUB'S DAY, ‘a9d Jury. 


A boat arrived laft night from .Tor, in the gulf of Suez, 
which brings intelligence that there are four Englith veflets {till 
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at Suez, We way therefore flatter ourfelyes with the hopes of 
relieving our friends in India from their appreheafions for our. 
fafety : the accounts we have hitherto fent being unfatisfactary, 
and their conveyance uncertain. Our fhaik likewife informed us, 
in the courfe of his vifit this morning, that two Europeans had 
arrived in a boat at Tor, and had fet out on camels for Suez 
witheut any efcort, about a manth agg. Thele we know to be 
the gentlemen already mentioned to haye touched at ¥Yambo, and 
who had the charge of the packet which Captain Dibdin brought 
from Madrag. We could not but congratulate ourfelyes on be- 
ing carried by this road inftead of that by Tor, which would 
infallibly have been the furtheft port that our boat could have 
reached in the Red Sea, at this feafon. Our fituation appears to 
us in every refpect more eligible than theirs. The country be- 
tween Tor and Suez is eteemed the moft uncivilized im all Ara- 
bia. There is no regular caravan, and we cannot byt tremble 
for the fecurity of thefe adventurers. Their appeagance indeed is 
a powerful circumftance in their favor; and it might be hetter 
for us, if we were as bare of baggage and money ap they are re« 
ported to be. 

The dhaik informs us, that another camel and fome afles have 
been taken by the buddoos, which eccafioned his fending an ex» 
prefs laft night to meet the caravan, and warn it of the danger. 
The alarm which thefe opbbers have {pread through the country, 
has-certainly been the caufe of its extraordinary delay, which is 
fo grievous to the inhabitants of Cofire, that the Turkith ¢com- 
mandant juft now tald us, he has difpatched a camel to Ghin- 
nah, to requeft that an additional guard may be fent after the 
caravan, to conduét it hither. A fcarcity of every article of life 
has been felt here for fome time, and famine itfelf can only be 
warded off for a few days longer. 

There is a trait in the charafter of the Arabs, which is very 
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difgufting ; but no more peculiar to them than to Muflulmen in: 
general, They are fo dirty in their Iinen, that though they 
take great pains to adorn themfelves in gay apparel, this habitual 
uncleaniinefs cannot be concealed. Their fhirt is of the coarfeft 
linen, and much refembles the Englifh fhift. Their drawers 
are loofe, and ufually of filk, and their under garment of dyed 
linen, except on particular occafions, when it is exchanged for 
a more coftly one of filk. Over this they throw a cloak of broad- 
cloth, which is edged with fattin or fur. They wear flippers on 
their feet, and turbans on their heads, of much lefs magnitude 
than the other followers of Mahomet. The drefs of the women 
varies little from that of the men. Their fhirt and drawers are 
the fame, but their whole habit confifts of a loofe gown, which 
is gathered up and faftened at the breaft. They take the greatcft 
pride in their hair, which falls down their necks in numerous 
plaits. But this is concealed when they go abroad by a part of 
their vails, with as much care as their faces. The vail is di- 
vided into two pieces, and joins by a clafp on the forehead, 
which is either of gold or of precious ftones: fo that the fore- 
head and eyes are entirely expofed to public view. The com- 
plexions of the females are much fairer than. thofe of the men, 
which muft be attributed to the care which is taken to preferve 
them from the fun. In this particular they feem to be a diftinct 
{pecies from their fwarthy mates; and are really fo in refpect to 
the neatnefS of their drefs, and the liberality of their principles. 
This encomium is but due to their merit, and falls fhort of the 
affiftance which we experienced from them in the hour of our 
greateft diftrefs. 


WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY, 23d Jury. 


We were agreeably ftruck this morning with the appearance 
of three camels, which were haftening to the town. They 
brought the news of the caravan’s approach. It left the river 
in three divifions,’ and travels by eafy ttages towards Cofire. The 
firft divifion fell in with the wild Arabs who were lately in this 
quarter, and was attacked by them, and plundered of forty ca- 
mels loaded with merchandize. It happened to be the {malleft, 
and unprovided with a proper guard. The two larger divifions 
will not be here before to-morrow, and are faid to confift of one 
thoufand or twelve hundred camels. But the dange: we learn is 
now over, as thefe banditt: are gone towards Suez, which is the 
road to their own country. This 1s the intelligence which we 
received from the Turk at breakfaft, and it was confirmed by the 
fhaik, when he came to with us joy of our fpeedy departure. 

By thefe camels there is little come befides wheat, and we 
are ftill diftreffed for good water. We have been obliged to drink 
the water of this place for thefe two days “paft: it is very 
brackifh and unpalatable: but we take the precaution to boil it 
for our ufe; and this has probably prevented its difagreeing 
with us, 

One of the plagues of Egypt feems to be renewed to-day, to 
our extreme annoyance and regret. We had been quite free from 
the infects which are continually engendered in hot climates, 
when a warm foutherly wind has brought fuch a fwarm of flies 
along with it, as to prevent the poffibility of obtaining our 
cuftemary nap after dinner. The whole houfe is filled with 
them, and not a moment’s fatisfaction is to be found within 
doors. This is the firft time that the wind has been in the 
foutherly quarter fince our arrival at Cofire ; and confequently 
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is the firft fair wind that we fhould have met with, had our boat. 
purfued her voyage to Suez. The gulph of Suez is fo narrow, 
that the wind muft be very favorable to carry up a boat fo badly 
fitted out as olirs} and all attempts on our part to beat up the 
charinel, muft have proved fruitlels. Though the charge of 
duplicity againft the vizier and the nekidah of Yambo, remains 
unrefuted, this prevalence of contrary winds is no impeachment 
of their expetience of this fea. The weather is confiderably 
changed by the alteration of the wind ; and had we a thermome- 
ter to announce it, Iam convinced that it is hotter by many de. 
grees, than it was yefterday. We are the more incommoded by 
the heat, as our houfe has not a window towards the fea. 


THURSDAY, agth Jory. 


The flratk this merning prepoled to us a fcheme of getting 
expeditioufly td tlre Nile, though he could not but take notice 
of the heavy charges that would attend it. We had been repeat- 
ing our complaints of the delay of the main body of the cara- 
van, and of the detriment which our flay bere, would be of to 
our affairs. This was a fine opening for him ‘to benefit by our 
necefhity, which he judged was too preffing, to admit of hefita- 
tion in point of expence. He offered to procure us as many ca- 
mels, a8 would tranfport us and our baggage, from thofe which 
arrived yefterday. For thefe, however, we were to pay double the 
pricecof camnel-hire te Ghinnah, on account of the fcarcity of 
thefe animals at préferit. To this meafure we would readily have 
fubfcribed, ‘had not the girize he demandod, -oxcseded trebly what 
it ought to have -dont from his owa calculation. When he 
even reduced it, at onr remonfttance, to eight dollars per-camel, 
we were ftill at a lofs how to at. We found that we could-not 
manage without eighteen camels, for the accommodation of our- 
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Selves, the fhaik, and en efcort of tan foldiers, which he thinks is 
the fmalleft we can have, and for whofe attendance we muft pay 
fixty dollars. As it is impoffible for us to afcertain the charges 
that we fhali incur on the way to Cairo ; as the impofitions that 
we may meet with on the Nile may equal, if not exceed thofe 
which we-have already-experienced, it was but prudemt to thave 
an eye to:gur puries, which may jhe exhaufted before we find a 
friend to replenifh them. But our detiberations on this head, 
were put an end to by the advice of the other principal people of 
the town, who came upon us at-this critical moment. Whey re- 
prefented to us the. danger that.we fhould cyn, .in travelling with 
fo {mall a body ; that the caravan’s delay was certainly ocgafioned 
by alarms on ‘the road; and that, at all events, it was better for 
us to wait for intglligence from the caravan, -before we attempted 
to proceed. Nay, they even went fo far as to reprobate the con- 
duét of the thaik, which, in this refpeét, favouced of temerity, 
and an inattention to our interefts. Though we gaye not an 
entite credit to the infinnations of thefe people, whole jaaleuly of 
the fhaik’s good fortune was palpable,enqugh, we ,had heard too 
much not to be guided by reafon, which pointed gut to us ithe 
fafeft path to puyfue. Rejoiged,as shey would have becn, to have 
enjoyed the opportunities which the old man had to pillage us 
daily, their malice confirmed our refolution, which began to 
waver, of waiting for.the-caravan. 

To. our great relief, fome affes whi¢h we fent to the moun- 
tains, are retarned this morping, with fix {kins of water. "Ebis 
we may drink without fear, as its quality is good; but it is ra- 
ther more unpalatable than thet we have been ufing of late. 
The taite is oily, fram the fkins haying. been newly foaked in 
that difguftful Hquid,.to prevent’ their leaking. We have the 
agreeable profpect before us, of being furnithed with this be- 
verage during our joume|y through the defart; aa the Arabs, 


whofe 


[ 152 J 
whofe bufinefs it is to keep the fkins in order, are too lazy to at- 
tend to the cleanlinefs of the infide of them. 


FRIDAY, acth Jory. 


This morning the fhaik brought the mafter of the Tor veffel to 
pay usa vifit. It feems, that he went in company with the Eu- 
ropean gentlemen from Tor to Cairo, where he carried his own 
coffce for fale. We have the pleafure to be eafed of our fears on 
their account, by this intelligence of their fafe arrival at that ca- 
pital. It is rather extraordinary, that we fhould have remained 
fo long ignorant of thefe circumftances, and that the adventures 
of our countrymen fhould have been related to us by halves. But 
this has been more the effeét of accident than defign. The Arabs 
give us credit for the /ang-froid which is the principal ingredi- 
ent in the compofition of their own minds; and were carelefs of 
the communication of an incident of fuch little importance to us, 
as the fafety of thefe ftrangers. Great events are fometimes ex- 
hibited to mark the charaéter of an individual; while a trait like 
this will fuffice to fix that of a nation ! 

From the mafter of the veffel we enquired feveral particulars 
of a journey, fo new to our experience, and fo fimilar, in our idea, 
to the one which we were about toundertake. But little could be 
gathered from a man, whofe imagination was wholly engroffed 
by felf-intereft, that could contribute to our inftruttion or amufe- 
ment. The road, he tells us, lies through a continued defart, on 
which they travelled for fifteen days; and, to their agreeable fur- 
prize, they met not with any interruption or alarm. In the courfe 
of the converfation we learnt, that this man’s veflel is the proper- 
ty of the fhaik’s brother, who is a merchant of Cairo. This con- 
nection of his may be a bdi:d for the old man’s good ufage of us ; 
as, over and above his dependence on the bey, his brother might 
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dearly anfwer any complaint which we might prefer on our arri~ 
val at Cairo. 

At noon a camel arrived, with intelligence of the caravan’s long- 
expected approach. It had halted during the heat of the day in a 
valley about two leagues diftant, and will be here in the evening. 
The fhaik confirmed this news in a vifit in the afternoon, and 
gave us aflurances, that we fhould fet out the day after to-morrow 
at furtheft. At fun-fet about 200 camels came in, and the reft 
are expected during the night. We fent a meflage to the fhaik, to 
defire he would provide us with camels, and give the neceflary or- 
ders concerning our departure. This brought him to our houfe 
again. But the prologue to the fcene was the demand of a loan 
of twenty dollars, which he was in want of to purchafe coffee. As 
he was to accompany us to the Nile, an adventure of this kind 
would make it the better worth his while, and give him fome em- 
ployment during his abfence. Thefe were arguments not to be 
contefted; at leaft, we fhould have been willing to keep the old 
fellow in humour, had it been at the expence of double the fum in 
queftion. For as to any difcharge of the debt, it was the laft thing 
we looked for. We had been too long acquainttd with the ge- 
nius of the Arabs, to confider fuch a demand in any other light, 
than a new fpeties of begging. The crafty veteran received the 
money with many profeffions of gratitude ; and while he promifed 
to expedite our journey, we obferved a file of exultation on his 
countenance, which feemed to portend us no good. 


SATURDAY, 26th Jury. 


The morning was ushered in by a vifit from the fhaik, who was 
attended by the principal Arabs of thetown. We foon difcovered 
the errand they came upon, which was@égrceably to the national 
maxim, to fe what they could ftrip $8 of before our departure. 
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Every eye appeared enlivened with expectation, and devoured in 
idea the contents of our baggage, which was piled up in onecor- 
ner of the room. Whatever might be their diffenfions in other 
matters, they were evidently unanimous on the prefent occafion. 
We were determined to bring them to the point at once, and de- 
manded of the fhatk the fum total we were to pay for getting to 
Ghinnah. This, after fome hefitation and wrangling among 
themfelves, they fixed at 205 dollars. The paper which they 
delivered to us to explain matters, will evince the knavery and ex- 
tortion of this race : ‘efpecially when it is known, that the ufual 
hire of acamel is but two dollars, and that money bears ten times 
its original value, in a country where fpecie is fo {carce. The 
tranflation is literally as follows : 


To the government of Cofire for its protection Dollars 100 
To twelve camels from hence toGhinnah = - < ~ 80 
To pay for two afkaries or foldiers, toguardyou - ~ 10 
To a prefent to the fhaik for his company - - = 1¢ 


Dollars 205 





This fam, added to our other expences, will occafion our be- 
ing fafferers to the amount of 500 dollars fince our arrival here ; 
which may alfo be ‘placed to the account of the vizier of Yambo. 
We'paid it down, however, on the {pot, and difmiffed our vifitors, 
who appeared to be well pleafed with the fuccefs of their nego- 
tiaiion. 

While we were employed in packing up our baggage, and pre- 
paring for our expedition, a man of a good mien, and a creditable 
appearance, entered ‘the room without.ceremony, and requeited a 
private audience on bufinefs of moment to ourfelves. He was 
of the tace of the Scids, who pretend to be the defcendants of Ma~ 
homet, and, as fuch, are univerfally re(petied among the follow- 
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ers of that fuecefsful impoftor. The generality of thefe Seids 
tread in the foottteps of their founder, and have as flender a title 
as himfelf to the homage which they demand from the deluded 
multitude. But fo prevalent is the blindnefs of man, that the 
fhadow fhall outweigh the fubftance in his fight ; and thefe hy- 
pocrites, under the garb of a fpecious name, fhali obtain pen- 
fions from Mahometan princes, who were never guilty of reward~ 
ing merit or virtue during their reigns. I have myfelf known 
more than one inftance of this kind, while I refided in India ; and 
was once told by a Seid, who came to folicit charity of me, 
that he had rejected with fcorn a purfe of 300 rupees, or gol. 
which was offered him by the nabob of Arcot, who was fain to 
purchafe his prayers at a larger price! With fuch a confidence, 
which would lead him into every fecret, and fuch a protection, 
which would fecure him from any chaftifement, it is no wonder 
that the man who now vifited us, fhould have become acquainted 
with the intrigues of the Arabs, or that he fhould have had refo- 
lution enough to warn us of them. After afking pardon for my 
digreffion, to this man we will now return. 

When the fervants were difmiffed, and the door was fhut, the 
Seid profefled to us his concern at finding us in that inhofpitable 
region, That he had heard of our former adventures with fur- 

' prize, and was filled with admiration to conceive, how we fhould 
furmount the dangers which now encompafied us. That as our 
foes were numerous, our condu& could not be too circumfpect ; 
and that, above all things, we fhould decline, to the utmeft of 
our power, any propofal to travel in a body diftiné&t from the main 
caravan: for, as he was convinced there were defigns formed 
againft us, the only chance to fruftrate them, was to keep our 
perfons and baggage with the croud. However bitter and alaym- 
ing this communitation was, we could not-but pay our hearty ac- 
knowledgments to the author of it. Wecortfidered him as a good 
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fpirit,, who had affumed this form to affift in our prefervation, 
and we promifed to hold his friendly caution in faithful remem- 
brance. The yard was full of people, who were fewing up our 
trunks in bags, and the fhaik himfelf was fometimes among them 
to give direCtions. This circumftance obliged the Seid to shorten 
out conference, who took his leave for fear of obfervation ; but 
not before he had recommended us to the protection of his Pro- 
phet, whofe votaries, at the very moment, were plotting our de- 
ftruction. 

Scaice had our humane monitor left the room, when the fhaik 
came in to excufe himfelf from accompanying us. He lamented 
that fome affairs of importance required his prefence at Cofire, 
becaufe he fhould be deprived {9 foon of our company. But asto 
our convenience and fafety, they would equally be confulted by 
his fon, who would attend us on the road. He found no diffi- 
culty in perfuading us of the truth of this conclufion. Our pre- 
fent views were to get, in the beft manner we could, to fome civi- 
lized place, whofe extent would fcreen us ,from notice, or whofe 
government would fecure us from further depredations. In the 
immediate tempér we were in, the fervices of the fon feemed to 
promife us full as much fincerity as thofe of the father. 


SUNDAY, a7th Jury. 


We were employed the whole morning in preparing for our 
departure, which is fixed for four o’clock this afternoon. After 
all the money we have paid, the principal article of our journey is 
yet to be provided at our expence: and this is water. Ten new 
fkins, that hold from three to four gallons each, were accordingly 
purchafed for the ufe of ourfelves and fervants. And this ftock 
ftood us in no contemptible fum, in a country where good water 
is dearer than any other neceflary of life. We furnifhed ourfelves 
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with a kind of bifket to fatisfy the calls of hunger, and added to 
the ftore a mutton-pye of our own making: for cookcry was a 
knowledge to which we had been indebted more than once, fora 
comfortable meal, fince we left the fnow Adventure. 

Our old hoft is almoft the only reafonable being we have met 
with here. While the reft of his countrymen are racking us to 
the utmoft, he is very well contented with a gratification of fif- 
teen dollars, for the time that we have refided in his houfe, which 
is upwards of a fortnight. We take a pleafure in beftowing on 
this good man the little trifles we leave behind us, fuch as chetts, 
beds, and old linen, in gratitude for his fervices, which were not 
the flighteft to people in our fituation ; impofed upon as we fhould 
have been in every neceffary of life, but for his timely interpofi- 
tion. We were obliged, however, to obferve great fecrecy in this 
donation ; which, mean as its intrinfic value may appear, might 
have excited the attention of his fuperiors, and induced the fhaik 
himfelf to difpute it with him after our departure. 

At four o'clock we put on our Arabian dreffes, which we had 
provided for the journey. As we have fuffered the hair to grow 
upon our upper lips for fome months paft, we are each provided 
with. a tolerable pair of whifkers ;, and as our complexions are by 
this time pretty well tanned by the fun, we hope the more eafily 
to efcape obfervation. But there is a peculiar charaéteriftic in 
the individuals of every nation, that will diftinguifh them 
through the difguife of drefs and language. This is exemplified 
daily amid the neighboring ftates of Europe, whofe habits’ and 
manners are nearly the fame; and cannot fo much excite won- 
der in our cafe, where the whole temperature of our minds and 
bodies was fo contrary to that of the people, whom we endea- 
vored to perfonate.. Our landing on this coaft, it is true, was 
known,, and our progrefs was every where: preceded by the he- 
rald of rumor, But neither of thefe caufes confpired towards 
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the difcovery of our origin, however they might have operated in 
the feizure of our effects, and the detention of our perfons. 
Every eyc immediately pronounced us to be aliens to the land, 
and did not require any further fupport of this opinion, than its 
own penetration. 

The Turkifh commandant had been very fparing of his vifits 
of late, which we had imputed to his fhame of feeing us, after 
the fcene of extortion he had been concerned in. Though we 
gave him eredit for a principle which the Arabs are wholly de- 
void of, it appears, that we did him great injuftice in our con- 
clufion. In the divifion of the fum demanded of us for the ufe 
of the government, the Arabs had not only excluded him from a 
fhare, but had kept the whole tranfaction from his knowledge. 
This we learnt from his own mouth, in a farewell vifit that we 
now received from him. Whether he really was our friend, or 
was over-reached by the fhaik and his adherents, we cannot pre-~ 
tend to determine; and if we thought favorably of this Turk, 
it arofe from his perfonal civilities towards us, and could not be 
juftified by the general deportment of his nation towards Chrif- 
tians. This Turk, and an Arab merchant, were the only people 
in whofe profeffions we trufted ; though it happened, that their 
good wifhes were all they could beftow on us. The merchant 
was a refident of Judda, and was here on a commercial {cheme. 
He had contracted an affection for the Englifh in his native 
place, and cautioned us frequently againft the knavery of his 
countrymen, though he was afraid to diftloit his good«will to- 
wards us openly. To him we entrufted letters directed’ to. the 
care of Mr. Horfeley at Mocha, advifing our friends in Ieedia of 
our departure to Ghirinah. 

The fhaik’s avaricious difpofition feems'to equal that of ‘his 
countrymen in general. He has thrown off at laft the mafk of 
diffimulation, and acts in his native chara&ter, While it an- 
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fwered his purpofes, he affected the humane patron; and now 
he plays the unfecling tyrant with as good a grace. Our depar- 
ture is deferred until the morning, on account of the caravan's 
not being in readinefs; and the fhaik has taken this opportunity 
to infinuate to us, that the camel-drivers are not fatisfied with 
the price we have paid them! Gracious Heaven! of what lati- 
tude is the confcience of an Arab, which is not content with 
three times the value of his beafts’ labor! for three times are we 
already charged, to what the native pays for the hire of a camel. 
We are bent upon not complying with this further impofition, 
unlefs this man fhould be bafe enough to obftruct our departure. 
The old fellow and we parted for the night on bad terms; and 
he was particularly irritated at our declining to accept of a centry 
to guard our baggage, which was piled up in the yard. ‘This was 
done by the advice of our venerable hoft, who told the fhaik, that 
his walls were a fuflicient defence for our property. This diverted 
the fhaik’s attention from us, and he let drop fome words fignifi- 
cant of our reliance on a foolifh dotard, who might not be able 
to proteét our effects from the attempts of the town’s people. We 
paid no other regard to this fpeech, than by fpreading our carpets 
around the baggage, and taking our pofts on the ground, 1eady 
to defend it againft the defigns of fecret or avowed enemies. 


MONDAY, 28th Jury. 


‘© All’s well that ends well,” fays the old proverb; and this, if 
ever, was verified with us. The fhaik came carly in the morning, 
and looked gloomy. His ordinary falutation was even omitted, 
and convinced us, that his difcontent was great, and not to be re- 
moved, but by a compliance with hishumour. Whena Mofful- 
man fails in the modes of politenefs, the worft is to be apprehend- 
ed from hia power, which will carry by force the point which his 

addrefs 


[ 160 J 


a’lrefs was unable to accomplifh. All ceremony was now laid , 
altde, and he told us in plain terms, that he muft have more mo- 
ney. He condefcended, indeed, to place this requifition to the 
account of the people of the town and country, who had been pel- 
tering him for buxies, or prefents, from us. That it was our 
misfortune to be confidered by thefe people as men of vaft 
wealth, whofe trunks were filled with gold, precious ftones, and 
rich merchandize, on which it was their cuftom to levy a tax. It 
was in vain that we remonftrated again{t this demand, which was 
as wanton as unjuft. It was in vain that we referred to the 
fhaik’s own knowledge of our effects and profeffion, neither of 
which fubjected us to the taxation impofed upon merchants and 
their goods. It was in vain that we appealed to the government 
of Cofire for its interpofition in this matter, as we had paid fo 
largely for its protetion. The dependants of the fhaik were yet 
to receive their mite, and he declared in a determined tone, that 
he could not pretend to fend us in fafety to the Nile, until he had 
received orders from the bey of Cairo, unlefs we fatisfied the hill- 
people with a donation of twenty-five dollars. Hard as the ex- 
tortion was, we panted too much for a return to our friends and 
country to hefitate long about it; and the fhaik was content with 
the fum of twenty-three dollars, which we had kept about our 
perfons for the extra expences of the road. And lucky it was for 
us that this money was referved from our baggage, which, in its 
prefent fituation, could not have been opened for a fupply, with- 
out expofing our real treafure, which was not inconfiderable, to 
the eyes of the fhaik. Sufpicion of our concealed money was the 
only ground on which he proceeded in his demands; but a con- 
vidtion of it might have operated more materially to our detri- 
ment. The cloud which had loured in the countenance of the 
fhaik, was in a moment difpelled, and, with a tone of infinite good- 
humour, he ordered the camels to the door to take, up our lug- 
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gage. The hopes of our departure weie now for the filt time 
certain, and while we gave orders to the fervants in what manner 
to difpofe of the things, our fpirits infenfibly returned to us, and 
chafed all ideas of animofity and complaint. It appeared that 
during our altercation the caravan had left the town, but was to 
halt in a valley at a fmall diftance, to be joined by all ftragglers. 
To avoid the impertinence of the mab that furrounded the houfe, 
the fhaik advifed us to quit the town, and wait for our camels at the 
weft angle of the fort. After a very cordial and moving feparation 
with our good hoft, we reforted to the houfe of the Judda mer- 
chant, and partook of a breakfaft which he had prepared for us. 

Having embraced him, as a friend who had been raifed up to us 
fiom the tribe of our enemies, we haftened to the appointed fpot. 
Here, as we fat beneath the wall, our other friend, the Turk, ap- 
peared on the ramparts, and bade us adieu! At this inftant the 
camels came up, and we found that they had only provided us 
with ten inftead of twelve, for the eighty dollars. Nor was the 
fhaik prefent to rectify this wilful miftake. To increafe my 
own hardfhip, my companions happened, as luck would have 
it, to be beforehand with me, and to poffefs themafelves of the two 
only riding camels that were in our train, 1 was, therefore, fain 
to put up with one of the beafts which carried the baggage ; and 
not finding my feat fo eafy as I could have wifhed, I confoled my- 
felf with beftowing an hearty malediction on the fhaik, for this 
parting proof of his kindnefs. Soon after we had moved onwards, 
we were overtaken by the young fhaik and the two guards, who 
were to be our efcort onthe road. They brought us the compli- 
ments of the fhaik, who had grace enough left to fhun an inter- 
view, after this laft fcene of his political farce. The young man 
endeavoured to palliate the offence, by afluring me it was a mif- 
take, which fhould be reétified when we joined the caravan. Be- 
fides the aforefaid Arabs, our pea! confifted of Major Alex- 
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ander, Mr. Hammond, and myfelf, my European fervant, two 
flaves belonging to the major, our interpreter Ibrahim, an Arab 
fervant narned Abdul Ruffar, whom we had hired at Cofire, and 
an Indian fakeer, whom we permitted to ride on a baggage-camel, 
to affitthim on his route to Cairo, where he was bound on a reli- 
gious penance. We had a couple of mufkets, as many blunder- 
buffes, and two pair of piftols among ourfelves, with plenty of 
cartridges which we had prepared. The fhaik’s fon and his 
attendants were much more completely armed, as were the camel- 
drivers, who followed us on foot. At two o'clock in the after- 
noon we joined the caravan, which we found in a valley two 
hours journey from Cofire. The diftance I computed to be five 
miles, as, by the bet obfervation I could make now and during 
our journey, a camel goes at the rate of two miles and an half 
an hour. Here a fcanty ftream waters the thirfty foil, and 
about an acre around is covered with date-trees. Under thefe 
we made a delicious repaft, upon the mutton-pye which we had 
brought with us. The water is brackifh in this fpring, and is 
what the inhabitants of Cofire generally ule. 

In this valley We had a glimpfe of the fiiendly Seid, and it 
was the laft we got of him. Some of the camels were in mo- 
tion long before ours, and he paffed us on one of them. At 
three o'clock, we moved off the ground, and were not a little 
ftartled to find that our whole collective force did not exceed 
forty camels. The caravan had departed, it feems, when the 
Seid went by, and the conviction of this brought his vain pre- 
cautions to our minds. We could not help expoftulating pretty 
feverely with the young fhaik on this negleét of his, which 
might fubject us to rifk, But as he laughed at any idea of dan- 
ger to {uch a body as we were, and talked of overtaking the ca- 
ravan before it reached the next ftage, we were under the ne- 
ceffity of becoming quict, to avoid the appearance of fear, 
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.which ‘would have funk us in their eftimation: It was our in 
tereft to conceal, as much as poffibie, the: real motives of out 
apprehenfion, and to appear to place a confidence in the man, 
who was become our conductor. Our party was the fourth 
of this littl company, and we kept in. as compact a body 
as the road would allow of, to fecure us’ the better again{t the 
effects of treachery or farprize. We continued our way: through 
the valley, which foon became defart and ftony like the hills- 
above it. At fix o'clock we halted to drink coffee, and to feed 
our cattle. This ftage was three hours, or feven miles and an half. 
At cight o'clock the fignal was given for marching, but juft as we 
had mounted our camels, an alarm was fpread of the approach 
of the wild Arabs. In the confufion which this naturally occa- 
fioned, we immediately difmounted, and affembling our fervants, 
marched dire€tly to the quarter where our Arabs had fet up a 
war-cry, and whence the difcharge of feveral matchlocks had 
reached our ears. On the road we met with the young fhaik 
and his attendants, who were feeking us out, and feemed not a 
little furprized at our alertnefs, and the good countenance we al- 
fumed in this ugly.affair. This we underftood from an expref- 
fion which he dropped in the hearing of our Ibrahim; which, 
joined to the fudden ceflation of the tumult, convinced us that 
he was at the bottom of it. But whatever he and his affociates 
intended, the trick failed of any other purpofe, than that of Ict- 
ting them fee we were ready to repel any infult. They gave 
fome trifling reafon for the buftle, which they told us was owing 
to the unexpected appearance of one of the hill-people, who had 
threatened ‘to pillage us while at Cofire. As we neither faw 
this man, nor received any fatisfaCtory account of the matter, 
we attributed it to.a defign to try our mettle, and to make what 
advantage they could of our fears. But we lent a deaf ear to 
thei demands of buxies or prefents, which we mortified them in 
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faying, were not due to the timidity that they had betrayed. 
When all was calm we mounted again; and moved on; our 
only light the ftars, which fhone very bright. We continued to 
traverfc the fame valley as before, until two o’clock in the morn- 
ing, when we halted beneath the hills, and fpread our carpets to 
take fuch repofe, as our time, and the peculiarity of our circum~- 
ftances, would admit of. The laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen 
miles, and by our reckoning, we are twenty-feven miles from 
Cofire. 


TUESDAY, agth Jury. 


At five o'clock the Arabs fouzed us to get ourfelves ready. 
We were foon mounted, and began our march ; fafting, and not 
recovered from yefterday’s fatigues. We were very folicitous for 
a junction with the caravan, but from the laft evening’s ma- 
neeuvres, and our difappointment at night, we are by this time 
afceitained that our feparation had been intended, and confe- 
quently, that a meeting would be unlikely before our arrival at 
Ghinnah. In this uncomfortable fituation, our only hope refted 
upon the knowledge which the caravan had of our being in the 
defart, which we flattered ourfelves wonld deter our conductors 
from any open outrage. Befides, we numbered the camels and 
merchandize of a merchant of Ghinnah among our body, which 
we confidered as a kind of protection ; though whether we owed 
this union to accident or defign, we could not determine. This 
merchant, by name Mahomet, travels with us; and we under- 
ftand, that we are to be lodged in his houfe during our fhort 
ftay at Ghinnah. He is the brother of one Ally, who profeffed 
a great regard for us at Cofire ; and whois the caufe, we fuppofe, 
of the invitation which the merchant has given us. 

The country as we advance, ftill wears the fame barren face. 
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Here and there a dwarf date-tree appears, and the trufle-buth is 
frequent on.the road, to the great delight and benefit of the poor 
camel, who devours it very greedily. Among thefe bufhes we 
found feveral deer, who muft neceffarily live many days without 
water in the depth of this defart; except that, like the rein-deer, 
who digs with certainty for provender beneath the fnow, they 
fupply themfelves with water from a fimilar practice. The Arabs 
find {prings in particular fpots, and I doubt not but nature has 
implanted im thefe poor animals the inftinét to fatisfy one of 
her Joudeft calls. We likewife faw numbers of quail, and feve- 
ral earths of an unknown animal; probably of the hare and 
gerbua, which are common in the defarts of Arabia, but did 
not come within our view. This country would be truly romantic, 
were it covered with verdure. The varicty of flopes and declivi- 
tics with which it is interfperfed, the frequent viftoes which the 
openings between the hills afford, would prefent the beautiful 
{cenes of nature, were the foil fertilized, as thcy do the fublime, 
in their rude and fterile ftate. SThe mountains contain both ala+ 
bafter and marble, of which many pieces lie fcattered upon the 
road, We made along and fatiguing march, and at eleven o’clock 
halted in a pafs between the mountains, where the Arabs dig for 
frefh water, and find it very good. They have nothing indeed to 
do, but to remove the dirt with which the {pring 1s choaked up ; 
and as the water is drawn before its tranfparency returns, we 
{trained it through a cloth to take off the foulnefs. The moun- 
tains here are fo perpendicular, and approach fo clofe together, 
that at noon there is a fhade on the fouth fide for travellers to 
repofe under. We had centinels on the heights during our flight 
repaft, as this place has the character of being very dangerous. 
The laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles. At one o'clock we 
moved onwards with a plengiful fupply of water, and went near 
a mile through this pafs, which winds about like the entrance of 
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an Indian fortrets ; and where an handful of men might check 
the progrefs of a large army, were the country worth difputing 
for. The wind was very hot from the vicinity of the rocky 
mountains, and this day’s journey proved very laborious to us, 
who had led a fedentary life for fo many months paft. Our 
minds indeed had been fufficiently exercifed, but our limbs were 
enfeebled from eafe and inactivity. We had no refrefhment, but 
fome bifcuit and water, during the day, though our conductor, 
who was well mounted, pufhed on frequently before us, and 
had his cup of coffee with his friends, beneath the fhade of 
fome projecting hill, that afforded fuel for a fire. This our 
camels would by no means admit of our doing; and though 
coffee would have been the beft recruit which our fpirits could 
have received, we could only repine in filence at the young 
man’s neglect. At five o'clock we halted on a plain to refrefh 
ourfelves. This ftage was four hours, or ten miles. 

At feven o'clock in the evening we mounted again, and for 
the firft time afcended an eminence by a very eafy approach. We 
quickly regained the level country, and advanced at a fafter rate 
than by day, through the vallies in which we are conftantly bu- 
ried. The night was as bright as the laft, and we fhould think 
it a lucky incident were we to lay by in the day, and to travel 
only by night, At two o’clock in the morning the moon rofe, 
which was the fignal for us to halt. Arid much indeed did we 
ftand in need of repofe, after a journey of fach a continmance. 
Befides, we fuffered greatly from the uneafy motion of the ca- 
mels, which nothing but habit could reconcile toa man. For 
my own part, [| am {0 particularly aggrieved by the faddle of the 
camel on which I ride, that the {mall of my back is ftripped of 
its fkin. This arifes from my full being furnithed with a bag- 
gage-beaft, notwith{tanding the fine promifes of the young fhaik. 
Authors are much miftaken in their particular ideas of this ani- 
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mal. His being able to go from 100 to 150 miles in the twenty-four 
hours, is a very fable. Perfeverance and hardinef are the qua- 
lities which diftinguifh him above all other quadrupeds, and pe- 
culiarly adapt him to the barren countries, where he is found in 
the’ moft vigorous ftate. His common pace does not exceed 
three miles an hour, at which rate he wilt go fixteen hours out of 
the twenty-four, for a journey of a month and upwards. But put 
him beyond his ufual {peed, and he foon tires. Fora day indeed it 
may be quickened to five, and even fix miles an hour; but he 
fhortly grows obftinate, and refufes to proceed at a rate fo dif- 
proportioned to his abilities. He is however very docile, and 
when trained to a caravan, requires neither a rein to guide, nor a 
whip to forward his motions. To a ftranger nothing can be fo 
ineligible as this mode of travelling ; tedious and fatiguing to the 
laft degree, and efpecially in thefe parts, where we could not pro- 
vide ourfelves with litters, to defend us from the {corching rays 
of the fan. Our courfe yefterday and to-day was generally to 
the northward of weft, and fometimes weft and by fouth, and due 
weft. The lat ftage was feven hours, or eighteen miles, and by 
our reckoning we are now feventy miles diftant from Cofire. 


WEDNESDAY, joth Jury. 


At five o’clock this morning we were wakened from our fleep, 
which had been very found, notwithftanding the fufpicious com- 
pany we are in. We got up more affured of the good faith of 
our conductor, feeing that no attempts had been made to furprize 
us, at a feafon when exhaufted nature had left us at his mercy. 
At a moment of fuch alarm, there way fomething particularly 
aggravating in our fituation. Worn out with the labors we had 
undergone, fleep infenfibly frole upon the moft determined eye ; 
and the common fatisfaétion of keeping a watch at leaft upon the 
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motions of an enemy, was denied us. Short as our nap was, it 
save us {pirits to purfue our journey. But this might not long 
have proved the cafe, if we were to obtain but two hours repofe 
out of the twenty-four, in travelling to any confiderable diftance. 
Befure we had gone far, my European companions and my- 
felf began to find our bowels greatly affected by the water which 
we got yefterday. This, at all times, is an alarming complaint ; 
and nothing but our fuppofed vicinity to Ghinnah, could have 
adminiftcred confolation to our diftrefs. We entered, after an 
hour's march, upon a large plain, fterile and ftony like the moun- 
tains which we now left behind us. It is a circumftance worthy 
of remark, that we never crofled any confiderable acclivity in 
out paffage thiough this defart; though at every point of view, 
the traveller fuppofes he has a laborious height to afcend, and 
that he muft make his way good, by conquering the ftupendous 
precipices which continually prefent themfelves before him. But 
indulgent nature has accommodated the country to the neceffities 
of the native. Throughout the hilly region, which extends it- 
felf from the Red-Sea to the Nile, fhe has fcooped out a line of 
vallies for the paflage of the caravan. The foil is a mixture of 
ftone and fand, which, beaten down by the conftant tread of 
the {play-footed camel for many centuries paft, affords an even 
and firm pavement to the beafts that travel over it. The road is 
wide enough in fome places for an army to pafs in a line; and 
in others, will not admit above two or three camels abreaft. 
This country muft have experienced a fad reverfe, were it ever 
fo fruitful as the antients have reprefented it. For the laft fifty 
miles we have not met with any tree but the hawthorn, or any 
verdure but what the fweet-fcented fhrubs faintly afford the 
fight; and now that we are within a few deagues of the Nije,. 
the profpcéct is not mended for the better. At eleven o'clock we 
halted under a f{preading hawthorn to breakfaft; but had net as 
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yet a glimpfe of the Nile, or any token of our being in the 
neighborhood of fo fine ariver, The laft ftage was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles. Here, to our great aftonifhment, we found that our 
water was expended. This muft have been owing, as much to 
thefts in the night, as to the impudence of the camel-drivers, who, 
as we go along, draw water from our {kins in defpite of us, 
though depending from the beafts on which we ride. The info- 
lence of this tribe is furprifing. Though their camels are hired 
by us, they pretend to a right of mounting them themfelves, 
when they are weary of walking. Thus, do the poor baggage- 
beafts groan, at times, under the additional burden of a man’s 
weight. It was as much as I could do to keep my camel-driver 
from getting up behind me; and my friend, the major, was rtot 
fo fortunate, whofe driver once effected a feat on his camel, in 
defiance of his remonftrances, and threats, to deter him from 
fuch a piece of affurance. 

At one o'clock, the young fhaik moved forward, to procure 
us a fupply of water from fome fprings which lic out of the road ; 
and we propofed to remain here during the heat of the day. But 
we prefently difcovered fomething that made us haften our depar- 
ture. There was a certain Arab, whom I have already mentioned 
to have rendered himfelf very difagreeable to us, during our 
abode at Cofire. This fellow had been appointed by the fhaik 
as one of our guard; and was at this very time under the fhade 
with us. By his affiduity on the road, he had tried to efface the 
unfavorable idea we had of him; and as our friend, he now, in- 
finuated to us, that it was better for us not to truft ourfelves at 
Ghinnah, where the inhabitants were profefled rogues, and 
would plunder our effects. Nay, he went fo far as to propofe 
to conduct us to Banute; a town a few hours higher up the 
river, where he could enfure us the beft reception, and a choice 
of boats to tranfport us to Cairo. This circumftance was too 
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baicfaced not to alarm us, and we determined to pufh on, 
through an almoft infupportable heat. But our conductor was 
abfent, and we were left in the hands of our guard and the ca- 
mel drivcrs; a force which indeed we did not fear, but would 
have been glad to be quit of in a folitary and inimical place. 
This refolution was confirmed by Abdul Ruflar, our Arabian 
fervant, who was entitled to credit from his paft behavior. He 
advifed us by no means to liften to, or remain with thefe rafcals ; 
but to follow the young fhaik, whom they had the confidence to 
tell us was a foolifh youth, who did not know our interelts. Ac- 
cordingly, at two o'clock, we mounted our camels, in {fpite of 
their importunities to wait until the evening, and moved on, in 
the moft fultry day I had ever felt in the Eaft. We foon re- 
joined the merchant’s camels, which had taken fhelter under a 
thorn-tree at fome diftance, and were ready to attend us, While 
united with this body, we did not fear going aftray ; and purfued 
our courfe, under a full fecurity of being on the road to Ghin- 
nah. We had no water, but what our earthen gaglets contained ; 
and this was foon expended. It is impoffible to defcribe what 
we fuffered from-heat and thirft during this ftage. A mouthful 
or two of dirty water, which one of our guards gave me, made 
me forget for the moment his recent infolence; and all our for- 
mer apprehenfions were infenfibly {wallowed up in the more 
painful idea of falling victims to thirft, Our tongues aCtually 
became parched to our palates; and we were obliged to wet them 
every now and then, with fpirituous liquors, to prevent fuffoca- 
tion from the clouds of duft which continual whirlwinds threw 
around us. This expedient was but tranfitory, and ferved in- 
deed to encreafe the rage of thirft. It was our common mif- 
fortune alfo to labor under a violent complaint in our bowels ; 
and to the want of the bad water that occafioned it—a want 
which we had lamented in the moft carmneft manner—our pre- 
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fervation was probably owing. I was fo affli&ted myfelf with thie 
diforder, that I could fearcely fit my camel through excefs of pain. 
The wind and duft had equally affected our fight, fo that we wan- 
dered on in agony and darknefs. There is no doubt that our 
Arabian companions partook in fome meafure of our fufferings ; 
but they were too much accuftomed to the fun, to feel all the ef- 
feéts of his fury ; and we had fome reafon to fufpect, that their 
ftock of water lafted long after ours had failed us. To crown this 
{cene of diftrefs, we at length overtook the fhaik, who, we learnt, 
had been difappointed in replenifhing his fkins, by the appearance 
of wild Arabs about the fprings. This news founded like the 
knell of death in our ears; not from the neighborhood of thefe 
robbers, who were once fo formidable to our fears, but from the 
abfence of a fluid, on which we fuppofed our lives to depend. 
Faint and fpiritlefs, therefore, we toiled on until cight o'clock at 
night, when we halted, without having encountered any foe in 
the way. But far different was this halting-place from any other 
we had come to. Without a draught of water to moiften our 
throats, it was impracticable to force down a morfel of bread ; 
and the pain and wearinefs under which our bodies labored, were 
too extreme to admit of a momentary repofe. Overwhelmed with 
hunger, thirft, and fatigue, we fat ourfelves upon the ground, 
and revolved our melancholy fituation in filence. Every fkin wae 
alternately ranfacked by us for water, and not an article left un- 
tried that was likely to produce the leaft moifture. My compa- 
nions and I had unluckily recourfe to raw onions, which were 
among the baggage. But no fooner had we tafted of this potent 
root, than we repented of ourrafhnefs. The effect was quite con- 
trary to our ae ak ; and our dtought was irritated to the highett 
degree. “This age was fix hours, or fiftcen miles. 
At nine o'clock the word was given to refume our march. The 
doubtful light of the’ ftars, andthe evils we endured, prevented 
Za our 
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our feeing clearly what was going forward. But our Arab fer- 
vant foon alarmed us with the intelligence of our having left the 
merchant’s camels upon the ground; and by fome words which 
the drivers had let drop in his hearing, that they had but a bad 
opinion of the fhaik’s intentions refpecting us. The fcene was 
now become very critical, and a cataftrophe not very happy, 
appeared likely to enfue. We rodc up immediately in a body to 
our fraudulent conductor, and charged him with treachery to- 
wards us. We inftanced his firft having parted company with 
the caravan, and then with the merchant’s camels, which being 
both bound for Ghinnah, plainly indicated his unfriendly defign 
of carrying us to another place. To our great furprize, he ac- 
knowledged the charge of deceit towards us in this particular, but 
endeavoured to diveft it of any finifter motives. That it was his 
father’s opinion, as wcll as his own, that our departure might 
be retarded at fuch a city as Ghinnah, from the rumor of 
our riches, which would induce the officers of government to vi- 
fit our baggage. That he had it in command from him to leave 
the caravan at the firft ftage, and to carry us by another route, 
without awakening our fufpicions, which he muft confefs his 
countrymen had given too much caufe to be directed againft them. 
That the merchant’s camels, from which we had juft parted, 
would reach Ghinnah in a few hours ; and that we fhould arrive 
about the fame time at Banute, a village fomewhat higher up 
the Nile, where we might embark fecretly, and without molefta- 
tion for Cairo. There was fomething as plaufible in the fub- 
ftance of this defence, as engaging in the delivery of it. That 
coolnefs of temper, and ready eloquence, for which the Orientals 
are fo confpicuous, were fully exerted gn this occafion. From 
the former declarations of our guard, and the prefent confeffion 
of the fhaik, we were affured there was a combination againft us ; 
buat whether it had any ill tendency, we.could not fo eafily deter- 
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mine. In truth, we were now in the power of our guides, and 
our deljberations could only terminate in a refolution, te {cll our 
lives as dearly as poffible, fhould they attempt to play us falfe. 

There was but little variety in the fcence during the remainder 
of this ftage. The night was too dark to favor our obfervation 
of the objects around us, if our misfortunes had not extinguifhed 
every {park of curiofity within our bieafts. Hour fucceeded hour, 
without a veftige of fertility appearing, to announce a f{peedy pe- 
riod to our troubles; and we were almoft funk into a fit of de- 
fpair, when the fight of a camel, bearing two {kins of water, raif- 
cd us ina moment to the pinnacle of joy | Colors would be faint 
to exprefs the tranfpoits of wictches half-dead like us of thirft, at 
fuch a change! Weowed this fupply to the good-natuie of the 
fhaik, who pufhed on before us to the rivet, to rclieve om diftrefs ; 
and I mutt do him the juftice to own, that no fervice could have 
been more material than what he rendered us on this occafion. 
Nor did it pafs unrewarded. It reftored him to our good graces, 
and we renewed our promife of an handfome donation on his 
putting us into a boat. Before I ventured to drink, I had the 
piecaution to wafh my mouth, and to gargle ‘my throat feveral 
times. I recommended the fame method to my companions, and 
I do not believe it was unferviceable, as the extreme drynefs of 
our palates would otherwife have obliged us to {wallow a quantity 
that might have proved fatal to us. But {till we drank with great 
eagernefs and pleafure. And it is not to be wondered at, confider- 
ing the goodnefs of the water, and our long abftinence. We Were 
now within a mile of the Nile, and at three o’clock arrived at a 
village compofed of tents and huts. We mare no difturbance in 
unlading our baggage, and having ftretched our carpets upon the 
ground, betook ourfelves to a fhort, though found, repofe. The 
laft {tage was fix hours, or fifteen miles ; fo that we tiavelled yef- 
terday no lefs than cighteen hours, or forty-five miles ; an amaz- 
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ing ftretch, if our calamitous fituation be confidered. This 


part of the Nile, by our reckoning, lies 115 miles to the weft 
of Cofire. 


THURSDAY, 31f Jory. 


We awoke this morning long after the fun had rifen, and, upon 
looking around us, had the pleafure of {eeing the Nile, which 
now began to be gilded with his early beams. We were near a 
quarter of a mile from the river, and could only obtain a view of 
the water through different openings in the bank. Here the bor- 
ders are adorned in feveral places with the date and other frait- 
trees; though the country around wears the fame dreary afpect 
as before. In one of thefe verdant {pots lies the village of Banute ; 
the place we are in, being lonely and uncultivated, and confifting 
of a clufter of cottages, the property of fome camel-drivers. No- 
thing can more evince the magnificence of this celebrated river, 
than its breadth at this diftance from the fea. It appears to our 
eye not much lefs than a mile wide; though, with its windings, 
it cannot run acourfé of lefs than 700 miles, from its leaving Ba- 
rute, until it dvhatges itlelf into the Mediterranean. 

The young fhaik was ab(ent fome hours, and broaght.us the 
difagrecable tidings, that no boat could be procured in this neigh- 
borhood. We were now reduced to the indifpenfable neveffity of 
fecking one at Ghinnah ; and the fhaik left ws, wo get frefh camels 
to carry us to that city, We afe again inclined to doubt the er- - 
rand on which we came here ; but whatever may have been the 
view of our conductor and his alfociates, « folution of their odd 
conduct cannot be very remote.” While our patience is thus, ex- 
ercifed in refpect to our minds, it is not Iefs fo in a café of eqyal 
importance to our bodies. Though we have fafted, in a manner, 
for three days paft, we are afraid to fend to Banute for a fupply of 
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meat and fruit: the inhabitants, we learn, are impudent beggars, 
who would not wait our beftowing alms upon them, fhould t! ney 
happeti to be apprifed of or fmall number. A pretty fpecimen, 
indeed, of a place which has been recommended to us by our 
guard! But the humble diftance which the fhaik keeps, fhews 
plainly his opinion of it. A pair of pigeons which this place af- 
forded, ferved juft to allay the appetites of our company ; and as 
we had no money af hand, the fhaik lent us a couple of dollars to 
pay for thém arid fome dried dates, which we took with us to cat 
upon the'road. 

At three o'otk ‘in the afternoon we quitted this miferable 
village, and ft out for Ghionah, in tolerable health and fpirits. 
Whether we owe our recovery to the falubrious water of the 
Nile, or to a ceflation of fatigue for the laft twelve hours, we 
arofe this métning with a perfect freedom from our late com- 
plaint. Our faces were now turned to the north, and we went for 
the moft part of this ftage in the fame direGtion. ‘This was no 
unpleafing circumitance, as we thereby prefented our backs to 
the fun, which had fo dreadfully annoyed us yefterday. At four 
we entered a fandy valley, where we faw an herd of deer. When 
we mounted the hills beyond it, we had a glance, for the firft 
time, af a cultivated country. The Nile appeared about two 
miles to the weftward, wathing the foot of the mountains by 
which it is dkirted on that fide. To the eaftwatd, the whole 
fpace between us was laid out in plantations of grain, which 
were watered by inlets from the river. There was as extraor- 
dinary a contraft in the profpect before us, as could poffibly 
occur in the wantonnefs of nature. The fcene to our left, ver- 
dant, and crouded with clumps of ftately trees, which were 
bounded by a fine'tiver ; while that to the right was barren as 
before, and offered siothing but fands and ftony mountains to 
the eye. 

Our 
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Our company was reduced by the abfence of our guard, who 
had got the ftart of us on the road by the fhaik’s‘orders, fo that 
we could not mufter above ten camels, had we been in the way 
of danger. At five o'clock we pafled by the ruins of a large 
village, which our guides tell us has long been abandoned,’ on 
account of robbers, who were continually plundering the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants. Here we were alfo deferted by the 
fhaik, who gave us notice of his intention to pufh on to the 
city, to prepare an houfe for our reception. He affured us, that 
he could anfwer for our fafety on the road, and at Ghinnah, 
where he would introduce us under cover of the night, and pre- 
vioufly provide for our embarkation, Whatever reluctance we 
might have towards this flep, it was impoffible to fruftrate it, 
and he put his camel on at fuch a trot, as made us lofe fight of 
him prefently. We were even worfe provided with cattle than 
before, and on our endeavoring to mend their pace to keep up 
with the fhaik, we received remonftrances from the owner againtft 
hurrying his camels. This fellow attended us, and was as 
furly a dog as I ever met with in my life. When he found 
that my companions and | paid little regard to his words, he 
had the impudence to make Abdul Ruffar, our Arab fervant, 
and the poor Hindoo, alight, and trudge along on foot, under 
pretence that the beafts they rode, were overladen. When we 
were apprized of this citcumftance, we rated the owner foundly 
for his infolence. But he remained inflexible, and I know not 
to what a pitch our difference would have arifen, if Abdul Ruf- 
far had not wifely urged us to acquiefce in a thing, which he 
now pretended was a matter of choice. He had great merit for 
his prudent interference, .at a time when we were about to for- 
get the reftraint we were under in this Mahometan region. And 
happy would it have been for the Fakeer, if he could have 
yielded to circumftances with equal temper. But his fpirit was 
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fo wounded at the indignity which had been offered him, that 
he took the firlt opportunity of remounting his camel, unob- 
ferved by the owner. We were at this juncture fome hundreds 
of yards ahead, and were not a little furprized to hear the moft 
lamentable outcries in our rear. Thefe proceeded from the un- 
fortunate Fakeer, whom we belteld under the difcipline of the 
Arab’s ftick, but urging his beaft forwards, without betraying the 
leaft defign towards quitting his feat. As we approached him, 
his confidence feemed to redouble, and he began to pour forth 
the vileft abufe on his antagonift in the Moor language. It was 
perhaps conducive to’ his fafety, that the Arab did not under- 
ftand him, who, at our inftance, not only defifted from the affault, 
but left him in quiet poffeffion of the camel. This fo elevated 
the fpirits of the Hindoo, that giving more credit to his own vo- 
ciferation than to our fupport, he defcanted largely on his own 
courage and rank in life, which he averred was formerly a Sube- 
dar, or commander of Sepoys in the Englifh fervice. As this 
man had hitherto kept a centinel on his lips, we did not regret the 
rude manner in which they had been put off their guard ; as the 
many {tories which now fell from them, ferved,'in feme meafure, 
to banith painful reflexions. But, indeed, the fcene which now 
difclofed itfelf; quickly abforbed our attention. After a fix months 
confinement in a fhip, and in barren countrics, it was not with- 
out an exquifite fatisfattion that I beheld the earth cloathed again 
in green, and adorned with her faireft ornaments of wood and 
water. The captive, who has long pined in a gloomy dungron, 
could not experience more joyful emotions at the fight of day, 
than animated me on this occafion. I looked about me with fen- 
{ations unknown before. I called to my camel-driver to gather 
every biofiam that the bufhes afforded, which my imagination 
fapplied with fragrance ; and this part of the Nile, which would 
appear contemptible when oppofed to the rudeft banks of the 
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Thames, was to me fraught with numberlefs beauties. We now, 
forthe firft time on our journey, beheld the marks of agricul- 
turd The pcople were in fome places tending their cattle, and 
in others following the plough. The river difcovered itfelf at va- 
rious breaches in the banks, about two miles to our left’; «and we 
faw wells that were worked by * pacotahs, as in Indiasg,Water- 
channels now interfected the road, to fupply the country- to the 
right of us, which here began to be cultivated. At thefe channels 
our poor camels halted, and drank with the eagernefs and perfe- 
verance of creatures unaccuftomed to quench the heaviett call of 
nature, which I may fafely pronounce to be thirft. I can truly 
fay, that, during the laft three days, I have not eat an ounce. 
Meat we had not, and I could never get down above a mouthful 
or two of bread. My companions were nearly in the fame fitua- 
tion; which can only be attributed to our ftomachs having been 
overcharged avith the quantities of water, which the heat and duft 
obliged us to {wallow. . 

Between the time of our feeing the ruined village and fun-fet, 
we counted not lefs than a dozen defolated towns, which we were 
given to underftand had been unpeopled on the fame account : 
fome large, and the houfes ftill ftanding ; and others defended by 
walls and towers, whofe remains are ftill refpeftable. Were a 
traveller allowed to indulge a conjecture on a curfory view of 
things, I fhould rather fufpect that thefe ruins were of far greater 
antiquity than the modern inhabitants of Egypt imagine; and that 
time, the grand deftroyer of all human fyftems, had depopulated 
thefe parts, and not the dread of the roving Arabs. When the 


* A pacotah is 2 machine of a very fimple conftrudtion. By the means of a long 
bamboo, fixed acrofs a maft, a fingle man will raife water from the depth of ten or 
twelve feet, by walking up and down the bamboo. During this leifure movement, the 
man above encourages himfelf with a fong, in which he is accompanied by his fellow, 
who ftays below, to diftribute the water as it comes up in the bucket. 
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Saracens over-ran Egypt, whole cities muft have yielded to the 
deftrudtive tide; and while the bloody conteft fubfifted between 
‘them and the Turks, the reft were involved in the general wreck 
of this coumtry’s grandeur. I particularly remarked the ruins of 
oné town, fituated on two hills to the right of the road, and join- 
ed together by a wall which runs acrofs the valley. The front of 
this tow fill extends itfelf a mile, and its towers and hum- 
mums, which are of ftone, are many of them in tolerable repair. 
Our guides had, indeed, names for this, as well as fome of the 
1eft of thefe places; but being of Arab derivation, they could 
throw no light on the fubject of our enquiry. 

The night was very bright, from the countlefs hoft of ftars 
which are wont to fhine with unclouded luftre in this ferene he- 
mifphere. A full hour before we reached Ghinnah, we left our 
northern direction, and travelled due weft. The many gardens 
and plantations that we paffed, announced our vicinity to the 
city, where we arfived at nine o'clock. At our entrance we went 
by a large mofque, which was illuminated, and full of people, who 
were attending divine fervice. We faw many good houfes and 
ftreets, before we reached the lodgings that had*been provided for 
us. Here we were houfed at half paft nine, without having met 
with any adventure that could tend to a difcovery of our perfons. 
The manfion feems, large and commodious, and belongs to the 
merchant whofe camels.accompanied us the greateft part of the 
way. He welcomed us with great cordiality, and, having {een our 
baggage carried up ftairs, lighted us himfelf to our apartment, 
where fome new bread and frefh dates were ferved up to us. Dur- 
ing our repaft the merchant Mahomet, his brother Ally, and the 
fhaik, attended us, and on their withing us.a good night, we remind- 
ed them. of our anxiety to be gone. The laft {tage was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles, fo that we have come 130 miles fince we left Cofire, 
though the direft diftance muft fall fomewhat fhort of that 
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number, While we were going to bed, we were thrown into fome 
confufion by Major Alexander miffing his Indian fabre. The bag- 
gage was rummaged for it in vain ; fo that we were obliged to call 
up our hoft to lay the complaint before him. The major now re- 
membered having left it below ftairs, and, as it could not‘ be 
found, the fufpicions of our hoft immediately fell upon the fol- 
dier, who had been fo long the object of our averfion. This fol- 
dier he now fallicd forth at this late hour to feek ; and bidding 
the major to be of good cheer, affured him that the {word fhould 
be recovered, if {till within the precincts of the city. 


FRIDAY, if Aveouvust. 


I awoke at day-break to-day after a very found repofe. One 
night's} re(t had perfectly reftored me to myfelf, if I may ex- 
cept a languor upon my limbs, which {fo laborious a journey 
might occafion to a conftitution that is none of the ftrongett. 
When I had got on my Arabian habit, I perceived a pair of ftairs 
that led to the top of the houfe. As I conceived myfelf to be fuf- 
ficiently difguifed,I made no {cruple to afcend them, in order to 
take aview of the city. Ghinnah, or Cana, as the antients called 
it, is pleafantly fituated on the eaftern banks of the Nile, in that 
diftrict which is known by the name of Upper Egypt. By our 
niceft obfervation of its bearing from Cofire, it lies in the latitude 
26° 40’ N, which brings it confiderebly lower down the river than 
we find it, either in the old ay modern oxéps. Its length extends 
from eaft to welt, and its principal fireets run in a.parallel line, 
and afcend by a gentle acclivity from the river to. the center 
of the city. This fituation fems adapted to the neighbor- 
hood of the Nile, which, in the time .af the floods, muft lay the 
adjacent parts under wattr. Its appearance is truly rarhantic, as 
every houfe is furrounded with an inclofure, and partly. concealed 
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from view by the lofty date-trees, that every here and there 
mingle their tufted heads with the {pirat mofques and fwelling 
domes, as if ambitious to rival their proudeft heights. I was pro- 
ceeding in my obfervations, when our hoft came up to bid us 
good-morrow, and hearing that I was above, he called to me in 
hafte to defcend. J was rather furprized at this abrupt com- 
mand; but when he pointed out the offence which his neighbors 
might take at having their women overlooked, I bore with the 
reproof, though my curiofity had not been awakened from that 
quarter. I was well acquainted with the jealoufy of the Maho- 
metans in this particular ; and therefore did not confider the con- 
dué& of our hoft as any way unreafonable. To the great {atis+ 
faction of the major, he produced the fword, which he declared 
had been taken on the thief he mentioned. He demanded, how- 
ever, eight dollars for the hire of two men, who had affifted him 
in the purfuit of the foldier fome miles from the town. The mo- 
ney was paid to him without hefitation, as the weapon was of va- 
lue to the owner ; but our ideas of the juftice which prevails here, 
became very unfavorable, when we underftood that the lofs of 
his plunder was the only punifhment which tht knave was likely 
to experience, 

We feafted this morning at breakfaft on cow's milk, to which 
we have been long ftrangers, and on the firft good bread we have 
tafted in Egypt. Indeed, we learn, that this place is plentifully 
fupplied with every neceflary of life, fituated in a ferene climate, 
and far removed from the turbulence and intrigues of the capital 
we are haftening to., A piture, pretty in fpeculation, and what 
we flatter ourfelves we fhall find juft in the practice. The fhaik 
and our hoft joined us at our coffee, and-we expected to have 
heard fomething of the boat; but their errand was to get fuch 
prefents for the camel-drivers and guard, as are ufual for travel- 
lers to give, We were content to be quit of them for a dollar 
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cach; though it went not a little againft our inclination to in- 
clude the roguifh foldier among the number. Scarce had they left 
us, when we had a vifit from the guard themfelves. The offender 
came without a blufh into our prefence, and had the effrontery 
to make a jeft of taking the fword, which he pretended he only 
meant to have kept as a pledge, for the prefent that was duc to 
his comrade and himfelf. He added, that they were now come 
for that prefent, which they had fo juftly deferved at our hands, 
by the protection they had afforded us on the road. We were in- 
clined enough to have difputed their merits in this cafe, had it not 
been in the power of thefe fellows to publith our arrival at Ghin- 
nah, and capofe us to the rapacity of the government. Their 
demand, therefore, met with a civiler reception than they expect- 
ed, and we affured them that it had been already gratified. We 
were now witnefs to one of the moft ftriking inftances of the un- 
licenced tempers of the Arabs that ever occurred in hiftory. For 
no fooner was the fpokefman certified of the fhaik’s having re- 
ceived his quota, than he caught up his fabre which lay by him 
on the carpet, and half-drawing it, told us with a refolute air, that 
if we would difclofe but the fum which the fhaik had prefumed to 
take without their knowledge, he would force it from his throat 
with the point of his fword. This language from a foldier, of his 
fuperior, did not fuit our notions of military difcipline; and we 
difpatched Abdul Ruflar to feek for the fhaik, and acquaint 
him therewith. He foon came, and fuch a feéne paffed between 
the prince and fubje&, as baffles all defcfiption. An hundred 
times did they catch up their fabres, and challenge each other to 
inftant conflict, and as often did they revile each other in the bit- 
tereft terms. But our friend had the greateft juftice in his re- 
proaches, as he ftigmatized the foldier with having betrayed his 
truft, in refpe& to the major’s fword. This breach of truft feem- 
ed to both of thefe warriors the principal crime in the robbery ; 
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and the quarrel waxed to fuch a pitch, that finding it impoffible 
to foften their fury, we looked to our arms, in order to intimi- 
date the foldier. His comrade had fneaked off in the beginning of 
this difpute, and wifely informed the people of the houfe of what 
wat paffing above. This intelligence, together with the noifc, 
brought up the hoft and his family, juft at the nick of time, that 
our apartment was about to ‘become the fcene of bloodthed, ina 
populous and civilized city, on the trifling fubject of a few dol- 
lars! This company foon accommodated the matter, and the fol- 
dier was difmiffed, with a promife of obtaining his dividend of the 
fum in queftion. 


Our diftafte for the people we are among, was fo heightened 


by this late tranfaction, that we now preffed the fhaik, very feri- 
oufly, to difcharge the obligation he was under to embark us in a 
boat for Cairo. We found ourfelves at greater liberty, and un- 
der lefs apprehenfion, when committed to the wide waves in an 
Arab boat, than now when we are upon Arab ground; and | 
doubt if there was one among us, who would not have under- 
taken the pilotage of a boat to Cairo, though the current was the 
only guide he could depend upon, in preference to ftaying at 
Ghinnah a day longer. The fhaik faw our anxiety, and affurcd 
us folemnly of his intention to keep his word, as Joon as a boat 
could be got ready. Our hoft, and his brother Ally, offered to 
pledge themfelves for the fhaik’s fincerity, and the latter propofed 
himfelf to accompany us to Cairo. They left us to fit down to a 
meal of wheat, boiled in mutton-broth, which had been delayed 
by the ftrange bufinefs of the day. 


SATURDAY, 2d Avcusr. 


We are doomed to be the {port of fortune, to achieve adven- 
tures which we never afpired to, and to find our fituation more 
dangerous 


{ 184 ] 
dangerous than ever, at the moment that we are foolithly expe&- 
ing the period of our troubles. Though the night was clofe, and 
I had not refted well, from the duft which incommoded the terrace 
we fleep upon, I was up, according to cuftom, at day-break, and 
in going down {tairs to the back-yatd, in order to wafh me, was 
met by a fervant of the houfe, who took me by the arm, and, with 
a fignificant gefture, hurried me up again in apparent agitation. 
When he could make a fhift to explain himfelf, by the means of 
Ibrahim, we underftood, to our great concern, that the vizier of 
the city was in the houfe, and Jocked up in clofe conference with 
our hoft. This early vifit had a very unpromifing appearance, 
and as we had remained within doors fince our arrival, we attri- 
buted this difcovery of us, to fome treachery in thofe who were 
in the fecret. My companions pofted themfelves on the ftair- 
head, to learn, if poffible, what was going forward, and I was 
ruminating in an-inner apartment on the confequences of Arab 
duplicity, when they came running to me, with an account of 
the ftreet-door being befieged by a body of horfe. Our hoft him~ 
{elf followed them into the room, and; with the utmoit-fhew of 
terror, defired us‘to load our fire-arms'quickly, and affift him to 
defend the houfe, which he expected would be affaulted every mo- 
ment. It was fome time before we could get him to interpret the 
meaning of this alarm. We were not a little furprized at laft to 
learn, that the horfe at the door belonged to the fhaik of Banute, 
and were fent with injunctions to carry,na-hefore their matter, 
who had been apprized of our having peffed hiv refidence, with- 
out paymg him the ufual compliment, As:improbable as this 
ftory appeared, what impofition was there which could not have 
been practifed with, faccels on peoples whawere utter ftrangers 
to the cuftoms and language of the country? We were well im 
formed of the independenct of the Arab fhaike, ued their pro- 
petifity to extort money from travellers ; and though the fending 
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an armed force into a commercial town was incomprehenfible to 
us, yet we did not know but it might enter into the fyftem of their 
politics, where one party was fuperior to another. In order, we 
fuppofe, to terrify us into their meafures, our hoft told us, that 
there was no regular government at prefent in Ghinnah; that 
every man was the protector of his own houfe, which he would 
defend, on our account, againft all invaders. From one of our 
windows, which in this country mofe refembles a pigeon-hole 
than any thing elfe, we beheld a number of horfemen, who pa- 
raded the ftreet, but did not betray any intentions to proceed to 
violence. On our obferving this matter to our hoft, he pretended 
that it difcovered an inclination to treat with us; and immediately 
went down to the gate, to make, as he faid, the beft terms for us 
in his power. Thus were we, on a fudden, fhut up in a belea- 
guered place, and either on the point of being put to the fword, or 
being obliged to deliver ourfelves up prifoners of war. The caftle 
was befieged in form, and the treacherous governor about to fore- 
go his truft. We remained, during this interval, under arms in 
eur apartment, and had centinels pofted on the ftairs, to apprize 
us of any danger. After this farce—for a farce it was, though of 
a very ferious nature to us~had been kept up for two hours and 
upwards, our hoft at length came up. He told us, that he had fo 
far fucceeded, as to get us excufed from our vifit to Banute for a 
pecuniary confideration, and that the fum of rso dollars would 
free us from thefe troublefome guefts. From the vizier’s vifit, and 
the ftrange conduct of the hoft, we fufpected there was a collufion 
between them and the cavalry at the door, and that we had already 
fallen within the gripe of the government of Ghinnah. Under 
this perfuafion we fubmitted with a good grace, to what we judged 
was unavoidable. We paid down fifty dollars in advance, though 
we loudly protefted againft the impofition, which we declared 
would leave us almoit deftitute of meney. Fo moderate our vexa- 
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1ion, and to revive the pleafing ideas of our departure, our hoft 
very artfully fhifted the fubject, and reminded us of putting him 
in cafh for the boat, which the fhaik and his brother were gone 
in purfuit of. His demand was forty dollars, which we readi~ 
ly depofited in his hands, on his folemn declaration, that he re- 
ceived them for the hire of a boat, which fhould be ready for 
our reception at night. 

In a fhort time after our hoft had left us, he returned to advife 
us of the vizier’s approach, who followed him into our apart- 
ment, attended by a number of officers of ftate. They came, as 
they informed us, to enquire into our bufinefs, and our reafons 
for travelling through thei: country. Tho’ they had taken us ra- 
ther unawares, we put the beft face we could upon the matter, and 
declared ourfelves travellers, whom ill fortune, and not our own 
inclinations, had led among them. On their demanding our pafs, 
we produced the one from the vizier of Yambo; and we thought 
jt fortunate that we could fhew them letters from Captain Bacon, 
and the fupercargoes of the fnow Adventure, to [brahim Beg, the 
bey of Cairo, to convince them that.our journey was not a fecret 
to the bey. The'vizier put the pafs into his pocket, and we re- 
marked, that he eyed the letter to the bey with great attention, 
and whifpered with apparent earneftnefs to fome of his followers 
before lic returned it to us, We gathered the moft flattering pre- 
{ages from this incident ; and as he had preferved the utmoft po- 
\itenefS and moderation in this interview, we faw the vizier and 
his train depart, in the fulleft confidence of having found pro- 
tection in our letters, againft the government, which were fo welt 
inclined to have perfecuted us. 

When thele peaple were gune, we partook of a repaft which the 
family had provirled for us. It was fimple, but well-dreit, anid 
epnfifted of meat and vegetables, both ftewed and roafted, “We 
had not feen the young fhaik all day, and were uneafy at his ab- 
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fence. When he made his appearance, he affured us that he had 
been employed in our fervice fince we faw him laft, and that he 
only wanted the money, to fecure the boat which he had engaged 
for us. But this informatian feemed chiefly to be a prelude to 
his own demands, and we difcovered that he was come, like the 
reft of his countrymen, for a prefent. Though we had promifed 
him a gratuity conditionally, yet as we placed too much reliance 
on the oath of an Arab, we hoped to bind him more ftrongly to us, 
by an act that favored of confidence, as well as of bounty. We 
therefore prefented him with twenty dollars ; and Mr. Hammond 
gave him a fhaul to which he had taken a liking. He appeared 
fo much ftruck with this generofity, that he fwore by his Pro- 
phet, he would not leave the houfe until a boat was provided for 
us. Wethen fent for our hoft, with whom we had entrufted the 
boat-hire; but underftood from him, that he had juft paid it 
away with the reft of the money to the Banute cavalry, who, on 
this prompt payment, had relinquifhed their firft demand. Tho’ 
this ftory was rather ftrange, it carried not a fufpicious air on the 
face of it. We faved fixty dollars by the manceuvre, and readily 
proffered to advance the boat-hire anew. A reys, or nokidah, ace 
companied the hoft, who, after fome altercation, agrecd to let us 
have a large, commodious boat, to carry us to Cairo, for fifty-five 
dollars. As the price was confiderably increafed, we affected to 
run fhort of cafh, in hopes to imprefs them with a notion of our 
being too poor to be worth detaining. Accordingly we produced 
feveral Indian coins, both of gold and filver, which we dofired 
might be weighed, to make up the fum. Though we let them un- 
derftand that thefe were pocket-pieces, which we had preferved 
through curiofity, I fear this expedient was the means of awak- 
ening the avarice of thefe robbers, and teaching them to expect a 
hoard of this treafure. On receiving the amount, with five dol- 
Jars befides, to provide bread and two or three fheep for the 
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voyage, the fhaik, our hoft, and the nokidah, fwore in conjune- 
tion to the immediate performance of the treaty. But they think, 
as the poet fays of lovers, that ‘* Jove laughs at draé perjuries,” 
and they can fwallow the moft facred oaths, without the {malleft 
intention to keepthem. And this we found more ftrongly veri- 
fied than ever. 

On the faith of their promifes we had packed up our baggage, 
and difpofed ourfelves for our removal. Nine o'clock was the ap- 
pointed hour, and we waited for it with all the impatience of a 
bridegroom, who looks forward to the moment which is to 
crown his fondeft wifhes. But our watches announétd the hour, 
and no Arabs appeared. We, however, accounted eafily for the 
delay ; efpecially as the natives muft find it difficult to afcertain 
time, in a country where clocks and watches are unknown. Ten 
o'clock came, and brought no intelligence of them. Our fufpence 
now began to be cruel; and we fent Abdul Ruflar down ftairs, 
to enquire what was become of the hoft-and his companions. He 
returned without having obtained any other tidings, than their 
being {till abroad. It is impoffible to give the reader an idea of 
our fituation during this interval. We were affembled on a ter- 
race that was open to the air, and had no other light than what 
the ftars afforded us. The worft interpretation was put upon 
their abfence, by fome of our company. Ibrahim began to de- 
{pair ; and Abdul Roffar hintfelf could not account-for the con- 
dud of his countrymen. Tired out with fruitlefs expedtation, 
we ftrctched aurfelves updn our carpets, and endeavored to com- 
pofe ourfelves to ret. In the midé of our difordered flumbers, 
we were fuddenly alarmod,. about midnight, by a-noife at the out. 
ward gate of the heufe. We heard the door open, and the found 
of a man’s feet haftily afcend the fairs. Hope huag upon his 
fteps; and when we beheld our hoft enter with alight in his hand, 
we, called out, as if with ene voice, that we were ready-to- attend 
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hin. Judge ye, who have ever experienced the fallacy of appear- 
ances in matters neare(t to the heart—judge of our emotions, 
when we found, that, inftead of a boat being in readinefs to carry 
us away, the vizier and his train were below! The late hour, 
our’ recent difappointment, and the furprize which this news 
threw us into, operated together to render us very unfit to re- 
ceive thefe unwelcome vifitants. But we had not even time to 
enquire into the meaning of this intrufion, when the vizier en- 
tered. He was accompanied by all the officers who were with 
him in the morning; but his retinue was now enlarged by a 
number of foldiers, each of whom bore a torch in his hand. They 
feated themfelves, without waiting to be afked, on the carpets 
which we had rifen frem; and calling for our interpreter, the vi- 
zier defired him to tell us, that he was come to levy a duty 6n the 
goods and jewels that we had with us: that he and the cotincil 
of ftate had formed a refolution to demand no more than 4,000 
dollars; and if we refufed to pay fo moderate a fum, they mutt 
fend us to their mafter, the Shaik-Ul-Arab, who was then on the 
frontiers of his dominions, to anfwer for our refufal. The exor- 
bitancy of the demand made us treat it in a light manner; and as 
to our taking another journey upon camels, we declared it was 
better todie here, than to falla facrifice to the fatigues of the Ara- 
bian method of travelling. We told them our baggage lay ieady 
for their infpection, and they might foon fatisfy themfelves of 
our poverty. Whether this confident behavior impreffed them 
with an idea of our fincerity, or that their defigns were not*ripe 
for execution, we cannot pronounce ; but the vizier declined the 
fearch. He. however politely infinuated, that a fhaul or two would 
be very acceptable to him. 1 had two fine ones belonging to my 
Turkith drefs, which had ftood me in 100 dollars. Thefe I pro- 
duced without hefitation, tho’ I declared traly they were all I had, 
when I prefented them to the vizier. On receiving them, the mi- 
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nifter begged us to be eafy, as he now confidered us to be under 
his protection, and would give us a pafs in the morning for our 
fafety down the river. When he had taken his leave, we re- 
proached our hoft for the failure of his word. But he fhifted the 
blame from himfelf to the vizier, who, he affured us, had put a 
ftop to our voyage for this night. He repeated his former affer- 
tions, that the boat was ready for our reception. In fhort, he 
drew fo flattering a picture of the vizier’s good intenttons towards 
us, and expreffed fuch a zeal for our fervice, that he obtained his 
ends of getting a {haul himfelf from Major Alexander, and of lull- 
ing us once more into a tranfient fecurity. 


SUNDAY, 3d Aucusr. 


The morning came, only to furnifh us with frefh inftances of 
the perfidy of thefe people. Inftead of the vizier’s pafs, or any 
figns of our departure, we were left to our own reflections, and 
we faw nothing of the young fhaik, of our hoft, or of his brother. 
Nay, to fuch a pitch was their neglect carried, that at noon we 
found there was n6 dinner provided for us in the houfe. In this 
embarraffment we fent out Abdul Ruffar to purchafe us fome pro- 
vifion; and as we underftood the city abounded with Chriftian 
merchants, we directed him to apply to them for their opinion of 
our detention, and for their advice and affiftance on this alarming 
occafion. Too ftri@ a watch was kept upon the motions of Ibra- 
him, ¢to admit of his negotiating fuch a matter for us. It was 
rarely that he was fuffered to ftir-out of doors, under preterice that 
the people of Banute were once more in fearch of us, to tax us in 
another prefent ; and when this liberty was allowed him, he was 
attended by the hoft, or fome of the family. We were yet in the 
dark, therefore, in refpet to the form and nature of the govern- 
ment under whofe extortions we groaned. But we gave the ab- 
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fent prince, whoever he might be, full credit for a principal fhare 
in our fufferings. 
In about an hour’s time our faithful domeftic returned, with 
a couple of fowls and fome greens, which he immediately fet 
about to drefs for us. But, to our great concern, he had met with 
no fuccefs in the more material part of his errand. No admittance 
had been given him at the Chriftian honfes, becaufe it was the 
‘hour of dinner; an hour facred to privacy antong the Oriental 
nations. While we were waiting for our humble repaft, we weie 
not a little furprized at the fight of the vizier, who came to pay 
us a vifit, attended only by his fervants, who remained below. It 
was about two o’clack, and long paft his time of dining. Never- 
thelefs, on our victuals appearing, he fat down to a fingle difh 
with us, and partook with much feeming fatisfaction of the fare 
which was put before him. He called for fpirits, which he jocofe- 
ly faid the Chriftians were the moft choice in, and diank feveral 
coffee-cups of rum, both during and after our meal. The vizier’s 
name is Mahmoud. Heis a young man of about thirty years of 
age, tall and well made, of a pleafing afpeét and infinuating ad- 
drefs, lively and entertaining in his difcourfe, and void of the re- 
ferve which marks the generality of his nation. It appeared to us 
that he was come iacog, with an intent to unbend himfelf with 
the novelty of European company, and with the charms of a li-, 
quor which is forbidden by his law. But ftrong as thefe motives 
might be, we had quickly caufe to be convinced, that there was 
another more prevalent in his bofom, which induced him to Bo- 
nor us with this vilit. He began his attack in complimenting the 
knowledge and fagacity of our countrymen, and in pafling the 
highefE encomiums on the manufaétures of our country. He 
dwelt in particular on the beauty of the fire-arms, and, by an 
eafy tranfition, exprefled a defire to poflefs a pair of Englith pif- 
tols, I had one pair left, very handfomely mounted, with filver, 
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which I immediately prefented him with. Thefe had been feen by 
our treacherous hoft the preceding morning, when we-had taken 
up arms to defend the houfe, and as I perceived that the vizier had 
got an item of them, I parted with them in the beft manner I 
could. Not fatisfied with this compliance, he now caft his eye on 
the major's fword. But its mafter had too great a value for an old 
and trufty fervant, to give it up fo eafily. He had already redeem- 
ed it from the hands of a robber, and, perhaps, on that account, 
prized it more than ever. But the vizier’s imchnation for the 
fword feemed to increafe, in proportion to the relactance of the 
owner to refign it. In fuch a fituation as ours, I could not fee 
the ufe of with-holding any article from a man, who, by his rank 
amd authority, might apparently difpofe of us as he pleafed. In 
my experience of thefe people, I had never found the good of re- 
fiftance, in cafes of this nature; and cannot take any fhame upon 
mytfelf for advifing conciliating and pacific meafures, in a country 
where a fuccefsful oppofition would prove fatal to us. We had 
arms to defend ourfelves, and I believe fkill to have repelled fupe- 
rior numbers; but it muft be allowed, that we fhould dearly have 
abided a recourfe to them. Under this conviétion, I endeavored 
to foften the vizier’s difappointment, by tendering him a creefe, 
or dagger, in lieu of the fword he wanted. Its handle was agate, 
{tudded with {mall rubies and emeralds; and as it belonged to 
imy Turkith drefs, was a very proper prefent to an Arab. ‘This 
creefe, with the piftols, coft me feventy dollars at feaft ; but the 
fooner we are divefted of our valuables, the nearer will be the 
hour of our departure. The meaning of this interview was too 
obvious to efcape our notice; and we fhould have been content 
to have purchafed this minifter's friendfhip at the price of our 
baggage. Though every requeft he made could only be conitra- 
ed into a deinand, he never exceeded the bounds of good~breeding 
in this piratical vifit; and it muft be acknowledged, timt there 
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never exifted a more polite robber than the vizier of Ghinnah. He 
had the art to fhift the difcourfe to fomething flattering or amuf- 
ing to us, whenever we attempted to touch on the fubjeét af our 
departure; and notwithflanding we perceived his drift, he had 
the addrefs to evade the queftion, and to lead us trom the point 
we had always in view. In fhort, he laughed with us, rallied 
_ with us, and drank with us; and, asa particular compliment, obli- 
ged us in our turns to fmoke of his pipe. He lengthened his vi- 
fit until eight o’clock m the evening, and, during the whole time, 
difplayed all the fkill and education of a profefled courtier. We 
were abfolutely foiled in our attempts to found this politician's 
mind; and, at the end of the interview, had not obtained the 
leaft infight into the extent of his defigns upon us. When we la- 
mented our confinement in a private houfe, and complained of the 
deceitful conduct of our hoft, he affected to take a part in our 
troubles. But his language was ambiguous, and left us to con- 
ceive fomething more than it conveyed. At his departure, how- 
ever, he affured us with a fmile, that he intended to renew his vi- 
fit on the morrow ; but that he fhould infift on ftanding our ca- 
terer, and fending us a dinner more fuitable to our condition. To 
this he added, that he hoped it would be the laft meal we fhould 
eat in Ghinnah. Inconclufive as thefe words were, we were 
fomewhat affured by them, and thanked the minifter very cordi- 
ally for his good intentions. 


MONDAY, 4th Aucusrt. 


"What with the anxiety of our minds, and the clofenefs of our 
apartment, we pafe our nights in a very uncomfortable manner. 
The weather is very fultry, and the high walls which furround us 
on all fides, feem calculated to prevent a free circulation of air. 
But we had more important cares to engage our attention. From 
the wreck of our fortunes, we were intent to {ave a fufficiency to 
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carry us to Europe, fhould it pleafe God to deliver us from this 
rapagjous tribe. I had about rool. left in venetians and guineas, 
which, witha gold watch, and a ruby ring of fome value, I con- 
ceaied in an handkerchief abou my waift. My European fervant 
contrived alfo to carry about him fome pictures and trinkets fet 
with jewels, of mine, in his fafh and turban. Mr, Hammond 
and the major made ufe of fimilar contrivances, to preferve their 
treafure. Lut the abundant riches of the latter became a grievous 
burden to him. IIe had lent the fupercargo of the Adventure 
1000 pagodas, or 4ool. refpondentia, to be paid at Suez. At our 
departure from Yambo he had received this fum, and what with 
pagodas and rupees that he had befides, hc could not at that time 
be in poffeffion of lefs than 1oool. in fpecie. A large capital, and 
though fomewhat leffened by our former travels, ftill confiderable 
enough to put him to great difficulties in the difpofal of it. An 
heavy bag of 500 venetians was fufpended about Ibrahim’s waitt, 
and afforded us no little trial of the honefty and attachment of this 
Indian. The major’s flave-boys were likewife encumbered with 
gold and filver ; and a prodigious handfome fword, which he had 
hitherto fecreted in his bed, was now, for greater fecurity, hidden 
in a hole under the ftair-cafe. The handle and fcabbard were of 
filver, highly wrought, and doubly gilt. This fword was valued 
at 1001. fterling, and was once the property of an eaftern prince. 
Thefe meafures were adopted, from a fUfpicion that, our trunks 
would undergo a fcrutiny to-day, and that nothing bot this cére- 
mony having hitherto been omitted, obftructed owe departure. It 
was our original misfortune to be lumbered with too much bag- 
gage, and ithad been better that we had committed every thing to 
the waves at Cofire, than to have brought any packages but papets 
with the caravan. Its appearance almoft warranted the exaggerg- 
tion of the vulgar ; and the approach of the English travellers; toad~ 
ed with gold, precious ftones, and merchandize, was every: where 
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publifhed. - As*they had no idea of people being Jed by curiofity 
or-accident to vifit their country, it was very natural foi them to 
place our journey‘to the defire of gain, and to confider us in the 
light of merchants. Inftead of coming here with privacy—as we 
had foolifhly believed on the word of our conductor—it now ap- 
pears, that we were expected with impatience by the principal in- 
habitants; and that our perfons and our goods had only been 
transferred from one hand to another. To the bleffing of God 
only can we now attribute the moderation of the fhaik of Cofire, 
and our prefervation on the road hither. Our lives and property 
had been at the difpofal of him and his dependants, and we could 
not but fhudder to reflect on the company we had travelled with. 
But to be expofed to pillage in a large and populous town, to 
which merchants of different countries refort, is only to be ex- 
plained by the ftrange ideas they entertain of our baggage, which 
they will not fearch, though we prefs them to do it, and will not 
feize, though inclined to poffefs it. Thus kept in a ftruggle be- 
tween avarice and fear, our journey is delayed, our apprehenfions 
awakened, and our lives poffibly endangered, yntil the conflict 
fall be decided in the breafts of thefe fpoilers ! 

We have feéh nothing of the young fhaik fince he received his 
prefent, nor of our hoft Mahomet, fince he madé us the fine pro- 
mifes of a fpeedy departure. Ibrahim watched an opportunity 
this morning to flip out’ unobferved) and to accompany Abdul 
Roflar to fome Chriftian houfes. They were diretted to found thefe 
people, refpecting the protection they were inclined to afford us. 
To know whether they could harbor us in their houfés, in cafe’ 
we effeéted an efcape from our prifon ; or at leaft would affift in 

proceriag us a boat, to accomplith our flight under cover of the 
night. ‘This negétiatior was as fruitléfs as all the others we had 
undertaken. # Neither their defires to ferve us, nor the hopes of a 
geod reward, were forcible enough tu command the interpofition’ 
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of thefe Chriftians, confident as they were that we labored under 
the perfecution of the government. To fill up the meafure of our 
diftrefs, the very boatmen, whom Ibrahim {poke to diftantly on 
the fubjeét, pofitively declined to receive us on board without a 
paflport. Once more then mutt we give up the flattering prof- 
pect of liberty, and attend with patience the iflue of our misfor- 
tunes. 

It has been remarked by fome philofopher, that in every trial 
to which humanity is put, how numerous foever the illufions of 
hope, there is ftill a fucceffion of caufes to revive this a€tive prin- 
ciple, and to preferve the mind from the influence of defpair. It 
is a pleafure to me to fubfcribe to a fentiment, which holds out 
fo comfortable a truth to mankind, and which afcribes fo bene- 
volent a property to the divine ordination of events. Various had 
been the turns of our fortune, but never had we loft fight of an 
happy feque). Even now, when all immediate fuccour is denied 
us, we look forward to a diftant promife. The Indian Fakeer, 
whom we had not feen fince our arrival here, and whofe abfence 
we could only attribute to his having purfued his journey, fol- 
lowed Ibrahim into the houfe, and offered to carry a letter to 
Cairo. He informed us of his having been frequently denied ad- 
mittance to us, and urged us to difpatch him with all poffible 
fpeed, that he might depart unnoticed.. The gratitude of this 
poor Indian excited our admiration, and we delayed net a- moment 
to take advantage of his unexpedted offer. - We penned a thort 
but pathetic letter to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo, acquainting him of 
our alarming fituation, and begging his intereft with the bey to 
demand our releafe of this government. We had every reafon to 
believe that our letter from Cofire had not reached Mr, Baldwin, 
but we had a berter foundation for the fuccefs of this, aa the 
bearer had evinced himflf our friend, and wasin a cheradter 
that would render him unfufpected. But to enfure thedglevery of 
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it, a3 myuch as lay in owr power, we prefented the Fakeer with five 
dollars, and on the hack. gf the jetter defired Mr. Baldwin would 
pay him as much more, as a reward for his fidelity. .The Indian 
was very thankful for this kindnefs, and after concealing the let- 
ter in his turban, took leave of us with no little emotion. He 
luckily went out of the houfe unqueftioned by the porter; and 
we prepared ourfelyes ta peceive the vizier, in a better temper of 
mind than wg had been in for fome time pait. 

At two o’¢lock the minifter came, accompanied only by the 
rafcal Ally. We were glad to find that he was not unmindful 
of his promife; and indeed he exceeded our expectations in the 
fumptuous dinner he had provided for us. It confifted of thirty 
covers, wherein various kinds of fifth, fiefh, and fowl, were ferved 
up to our table, We had not feen fo plentiful a meal for many 
a day; and were not backward in doing honor to it, . The vizier 
was particularly attentive in recommending the beft dithes to us, 
and feemed much pleafed at the appetite with which we ate. He 
relaxed entirely of his ftate, and when the victuals were removed, 
he and Ally fet in for ferigus drinking. It was impoflible for us 
to efeape 2 dram or two, which he farced upon us. But he would 
take no ¢xcude from Ally, who being a Muaffulman like himéelf, 
was called upon to, keep him in countenance. The sum was old, 
and confequently, potent, and did not requise a great quantity to 
intoxicate the boon gompanions. . The vizier’s bead however 
was mugh the fyangeh; and while the liquar only rendered him 
more talkative, its effets upon Ally were mifchievous and alarm- 
ing. He acted a thoufand extravagancies, and at length pulled 
one of the vizier’s piftols out of his girdle, and fired it in the air. 
In this ftate of frenzy the piftol might as well have been direéted 
at onc.of our breafts, and we were very glad, in a few miautes 
after, to,fo¢,him fink upon the floor m a fit of ftupefaction. This 
afigsded matter of great triumph te the minister, who began to 
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-onceive an infinite affection for‘us, talked of cattying ‘Us hehte- 
to an houfe more eligible fot ott réceptibiiy tha th the falnefs of 
his heart, offered us horfes and gifardé to eddie us throwgty the 
city. He was very defirous té play a gaine’ of’. chefs with me, 
when he underftood I was converfant-with 3} and we were enter- 
taining hopes of being bendfitted'infome fap or ‘other’ by this’ 
paroxyfin of kindnefs, when he was -faddénly overtonie by fidep. 
He ftretched himfelf upon the carpet on which he had been fit- 
ting, and all our airy notions of relief vanifhed with his waking 
thoughts. 

He had been upwards of an hour in this fituation, when 2 
neflenger brought a letter, the delivery of which wis too impor- 
tant to be difpenfed with. We therefore ventured to‘wake the 
minifter,’ who I believe was afhamed to be found in fuch a man- 
ner. On perufing it, he faid the contents ‘corrcerned us. That 
the fhaik of Banute had fent two boats ‘to ptirfue us down’ the 
Nile, under a fuppofition of our having pufhéd on for Cairo, and 
that they were now returned to feek us here. He bade us how- 
ever to rely on his protection, and to-keep ouirfelves quiet until 
thefe pedple had left the city, when hé vould -difpatch us with 
fafety. He then took his leave, ‘not entptyshanded, as during 
the vifit he had wheedled the major out of @ thaul; which appears: 
to be the chief obje&t of his defires. -We had gained no ground” 
in this interview; and held the revival of thé ‘Banute :Mory;‘as a- 
meré feint to renew out apprehenfions, ahd-to-etniteal the reat- 
motives of our detention. 


TUESDAY, sth Avcyst. 


The 'profpedt’ begins 20 grow carer ana aarker; aiid our'des! 
parture feems to be more-diftant than ever, We dre-utterly neg” 
~feded 
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leéted by, the family, and, m a manner,’ forfaken by the world. 
We had fent Abdul Ruflar to fearch for them in vain, when a- 
bout eleven oclock he returned with Ally. He wae juft rifen 
from his bed, and the fumes of the liquor were fcarcely evapora- 
ted from his brain. We were not forry to fee him in a fituation, 
from which, we had a chance.of procuring fome material intelli- 
gence. , ,.But.he was a traitor in his cups, and gave the lye to the 
notion: that good liquor will make a rogue honeft. For my own 
part, I had been fo mortified at the depravity of human nature, 
which, in,the fhape of our landlord and his affeciates, had, not 
only violated the rights of hofpitality, but repeatedly broken the 
moft tremendous oaths which could be taken in the fight of a juft 
God, that I was-tempted at times to difown my alliance to fuch 
arace, Opprefled by one part of it, and unaffifted by another, 
whofe religion fhould have enforced their compaffian towards us, 
it is not furprizing that we beheld them with an eye of abhor- 
rence and diftruft. We had experienced that there was no fafety 
among them, and to the interpofition of the divine Power alone, 
could we look for our deliverance. But the fimplicity of Ibra- 
him led him to renew a confidence, fo often mifplaced. Ie gave 
more credit to the word of a Muffulman, and was the laft to fee 
into their falfehood. © He took great pains to worm out of Ally: 
the fecret intentions of his brother. Repeatedly did he demand 
what they fought for from.us, and as often did he proffer in our 
name to leave our baggage to them, provided they would convey 
us and our papers to a boat. Shame frequently appeared in 
Ally’s face during this interrogation; and it was not without 
the hefitation attached to a guilty confcience, that he acknow- 
ledged they wanted more valuables. On this the major produced 
a filver mug, which he promifed to deliver to:the brothers at the 
river-fide. But Ally would not be fatisfied without a diamond- 
ring, which he had feen on the. major's finger at Cofic. This. 
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was @ ting of no inconfiderable value, and had been imprudently 
expdfed by the major, at a moment, indeed, when he did not fuf- 
peét the mifchief which was hatching againft us. It would have 
been impoflible, perhaps, to have waved this demand, if the ma- 
jor had not luckily been in poffeffion of a pafte ring of nearly the 
fame fize, which he impofed upon*Ally for the diatnond one. 
This ring and the filver mug were to be his, when he performed 
his engagement of putting us into a boat. The fight of them 
fecmed to rouze the fellow, and to animate his zeal in our behalf. 
He left us on the inftant, with a defign to feek his brother, 
and to fee what could be done for us. As an earneft of his good 
intentions, he left word with Abdul Ruffar below, that he would 
provide a dinner for us, which we were likely to have gone with- 
out before. We faw nothing of him however until two o'clock, 
when he brought us a very fcanty and indifferent dith of fith 
ftewed in oil. We could not help murmuring at our condition, 
and the rafcal apologized, as well as he could, for the badnefs of 
the victuals. We were now left to ourfelves for the reft of the day, 
to folve if poffible the intentions of our enemies, and to deliberate 
in vain on the beft meafures to guard againft their malignity. 

In the evening, Ally brought his brother to us, whom we had 
not obtained a fight of for the three laft days, though fuppofed 
to be under the fame roof with us. Nature had been very juft to 
this man, as the villainy of his difpofition was written in legible 
characters in his countenance. He'was in a marmer dragged up 
to our apartment, and his prefent appearance would not have 
difcredited a king’s evidence at the Old-Bailey. He hung his 
head, though pofleffed of an infinite ftock of affurance, and the 
frivolous reafons which he affigned for his abfence, were the 
plaineft proofs of his guilt. He now joined with Ally in feem- 
ing eameft for our departure, and which he affured us nothing 
delayed but the fearch of our baggage. This ceremony he under- 
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ftood, was to be performed in the morning, and he fully difco- 
vered his principles, by defiring us to fuffer him and Ally to in 

{pec our baggage before the vizier came to do it. There was a 
time when this propofal would have been treated with the con- 
tempt it deferved; but our immediate dependence on thefe fel- 
lows, obliged ys to liften to it with complacency. We were 
aware of their knavitfh defigns, but we confidered our effects as 
the clog which impeded our courfe; anda livelier picture cannot 
be exhibited of our fituation, than the readinefs with which we 
accelerated the hour, which might leave us deftitute of the com- 
mon neceffaries of life. Our operations were now confined to the 
obtaining of our enlargement. We thought only of refuming 
our journey. The means of accomplifhing fo arduous an under- 
taking, were entirely left to the direction of chance. 


WEDNESDAY, 6th Avcusrt. 


This is the fixth day of our arrival at Ghinnah, and we are as 
perfect ftrangers to the place as the hour we came here. Our 
view is limited to the {treet in which we live, and which we peep 
into from our windows, that are very {mall and very high. Here 
our faces engage the attention of paffengers, many of whom are 
brought by curiofity to view us: the detention and ill ufage of 
European travellers haying made no little noife about the city. 
But compaffion is the only medicine they can afford us. Al- 
though our cafe is known, we have little chance of relief wnder 
fo precarious a government, where the ruling maxim feems to be, 
that the weaker fide muft go to the wall. 

It is our fortyne once more to excite the pity of the fairer part 
of the creation, and to find tendernefs and humanity among the 
members of an Arab tribe. Exactly oppofite to our prifon is the 


harvam of a man of forme confequence, if we can judge of him 
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from the number of his women. It was but two days ago that 
we difcovered we were the objects of thefe females’ regard; who, 
when the fun goes down, come tripping by pairs to the front of 
their terrace, and, by figns and falutations, enquire into our wel- 
fare, and lament their inability to relieve our diftrefles. Some of 
thefe women are beautiful, and all well made; and they make no 
fcruple to appear before us unvailed, at no greater diftance than 
the breadth of a narrow ftreet. It would be an eafy matter for 
us to difcourfe together, with the help of our interpreter, were we 
not afraid, in our critical fituation, of incurring fufpicion and 
danger. We find fatisfaction, however, in this dumb intercourfe. 
Unavailing as thcir fympathy muft prove, our vanity is not the 
lefs flattered by it. We have retorted upon our oppreffors with- 
out defign, and triumph over them in the tendereft point ! 

Before we had breakfafted, our lroft and his brother vifited us, 
to make the propofed fearch. We readily opened our trunks to 
them, and they were nota little furprifed to find nothing but 
linen and cloaths, where they expected at leaft to light upon 
piece-goods, jewels, and money. They took, however, two hand- 
fome china bowls, a box of cut Trichinopoly ftones, half a dozen 
fheets, and a Turkifh habit from the major; and from mea 
Turkifh coat only. Mr. Hammond's trenks efcaped their 
hands. We were much aftonifhed at this moderation, but fup- 
pofe an apprehenfion of the vizier’s catching them in the fad, 
occafioned their hafty retreat, As they were going away, Ally 
ftaid untit his brother was out of hearing, and ther afked the 
major in a whifper, to let him fecrete the filver mug which was 
promifed him in the boat. It unluckily flood on the window- 
feat with the remains of the major's breakfait, and without waits 
ing for an anfwer, Ally took it up, and marched with it down 
ftairs. 

We had {carcely got rid of thefe plunderers, when the vizier 

and 


[, 203 ] | 
and his train made their appearance. They were very rigid in 
their {crutiny, until they.came to a box belonging to me, which 
contained a packet and letters of confequence. The manner in 
which this box was fecured, with nails and wax-cloth, gave them 
hopes of being well rewarded for their trouble. But.when the 
lid was taken off, and the coptents were difplayed, never was fuch 
furprife feen, as .was betrayed in the countenances of the vizier 
and his. adherents. They {eemed to awaken as from a dream, 
and after conferring together with evident marks of difappoint- 
ment, they precipitately retired, notwithftanding our remon- 
ftrances, that they would finifh the examination, and permit us 
to depart, though at the expence of our baggage. 

We had fent Abdul Ruffar abroad to procure intelligence, and 
he returned with the news, that a boat was on the point of {et- 
ting out for Cairo: He had founded the nokidah, to know 
what he would do in our behalf; who, in defiance of bribery, 
would only venture to convey a letter for us to that city. Ag 
nothing could be effected towards our efcape, we were content to 
addrefs another letter to Mr. Baldwin, relating the new troubles 
we had met with, and the neceflity of his immediate affiftance, to 
deliver us from the perils which environed us. This letter 
Abdul Ruflar carried with great fecrecy to the nokidah, who, 
in confideration of a prefent, undertook to deliver it to Mr. 
Baldwin. 

In the afternoon the vizier repeated his vifit, under pretence of 
taking down our names, and making out the pafs for our de- 
parture. The conduct of this man towards us. had been truly 
fingular. . He had courted us for his own views, and he had de- 
ceived .us without any apparent motive. He had taken indeed 
many things, from. ug ina. polite way, but when he had an op- 
portunity of fatisfying his avarice with the choice of our move- 

_ ables, he farunk back,’ as if afhamed or afraid to perfevere in his 
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intentions. This palpably fhews that there is a ruling authority, 
to which he is accountable, and to which we are indebted for our 
fecurity tothishour. He pofitively told us that we fhould go at 
night, and our hoft as pofitively promifed us his camels, to 
tranfport us and our baggage to the river-fide. At fix o'clock 
our hoft came, but it was only to inform us, that the young 
fhaik had ran away to Cofire with the boat-money. We could 
not at firft think fo ill of our conductor, but our hoft affured us, 
that we had feen our Jaft of him. More money was now de- 
manded for the hire of a boat, but we had fo long perfifted in the 
{tory of our money being all expended, that we could not have 
produced any, without confirming their opinion of our wealth. 
This fellow, however, had the addrefs to obtain the fword from 
the major, which had been refufed to the vizier, and had been re- 
deemed, with fuch trouble, from the clutches of the foldier. 
This fword he now demanded upon the footing of a former pro- 
mife; and the major thought proper to gratify his wifhes. He 
has been a material fufferer during the tranfactions of this day. 


THURSDAY, sth AuGusT. 


We were at breakfaft upon ripe figs and bread, for which we 
wete intlebted to the attention of Abdul Ruffar, who is our ca- 
terer at fuch times as our hoft negleéts us; when two of the vizier’s 
people entered the room, accompanied by our hoft arid his father. 
The'latt is an old man, and not only privy to the iniquitous con- 
duct of his fons, but a tormenting folicitor himfelf for any thing 
that comes within his view. The trite tale of the Banutecavairy 
Being returned for mon¢y, was once more attempted to be im- 
pofed upon us; but we had learned to parry the attack, by de- 
firing them to convey our baggage to the horfernen, who were 
welcome to difpofe of it as they thought ft, This liberal offer 
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did not fuit their defigns. It was the {pecie which they looked 
for, and it feemed as if they began to fufpect that we did not keep 
it among our baggage. From 1000‘ dollars, which thefe mock 
agents at firft demanded, they fell at once to 100, then to 8o, 60, 
40, and at length to 20 dollars! The vizie:’s adherents foon re- 
tired, when they found themfelves treated in fo cavalier a manner, 
and left, us to difcufs the matter with Mahomet, This is the 
Cerberus whom we are to gain over, if the door to our efcape is 
to be opened tous. We have tempted him with many a fop, but 
his price is yet to be reached, if it be in his power to permit of 
our departure. We condefcended to affure him, that we had not 
the mcney to fatisfy this demand ; but that, to oblige him, we would 
give up our filver fpoons, which we ufed at our table, and which 
were equal to the value of twenty dollars. He appeared to liften 
with great attention to this propofal, but fuddenly recollecting 
himfelf, he paufed for a moment, and told us, that without a let» 
ter from us, fpecifying that he had received no money from us, 
he could concern himfelf no further about our affairs, The 
effrontery of this Arab exceeded, if poffible, his depravity. He 
talked as if his endeavors had been exerted far our good; and 
held the language of friendfhip amid the daily practice of in- 
juftice. We were, therefore, not a litrle 1¢joiced to find, that our 
hoft did not quietly enjoy the fruits of his villainy. On inquir- 
ing into the neceflity of giving him fuch a letter, we leained that 
the town’s people threatened to pillage his houfe, and to fhare 
with him the 1000 venetians which he was reported to have, ob- 
tained fromus. A declaration under our hands of its falfity, 
would ftifle the report, and preferve his property from being Icfi 
to the mercy of an enraged populace. We had been fo litt’: 
accuftomed to truth in this country, that we were become ficp- 
tics in every thing, which did not immediately fall under ou: own 


gbfervation, This fellow, however, had evidently fome teafon 
for 


for his fears, and, in orden‘ jer origin, we dif- 
miffed him with a promife of .u.....uig uath with the paper he’ 
wanted. 

Ibrahim informed us, that he had been frequently preffed by 
Ally, to go abroad with him at unfeafonable hours. This beha- 
viour awakened our fufpicions, that fome foul play was intended 
to this faithful domeftic; and we accordingly cautioned him not 
to truft himfelf in Ally’s company. But by a ftrange infatua- 
tion, he neglected this admonition; and by venturing out of 
doors, when we had laid down to take our afternoon-nap, fell 
into the nct which was fpread for him, and very nearly involved us 
in the danger we weie moftly to apprehend. He returned about 
five o'clock in a ftate of intoxication, and could hardly find words 
to explain the caufe of it, when he became quite befide himfelf. 
We gathered, neverthelefs, from him, that Ally had met and 
invcigled him into a coffee-houfe, under pretence of treating him 
with a difh of coffee. That he had tafted fomething particular 
in the coffee, and would not be prevailed upon to ftay, when he 
found his head begin to grow giddy. That villain Ally had 
doubtlefs introduced an opiate into the cup; and whatever his 
view was, it was baffled by the refolution of Ibrahim, who forced 
his way home in that condition, and difplayed a conduct we did 
not give him credit for before to-day. The major’s bag of vene- 
tians was ftill about him; but it was inpoffible for us to know, 
what intelligence might not have been drawn from him in fuch a 
fituation. He was by no means addicted to liquor; and though 
he would not refufe his dram when on board the Adventure, he 
had fo long abftained from {pirits, that we were convinced he had 
not been affifting to his own intoxicatipn. We had the greateft 
confidence in bjs honefty and — but we dreaded the dif- 
coveries which he unknowingly might have made. We were- 
anxious to fuppofe that no harm had yet been done, and hurried . 

him 


him to bed in an innef’apertment, where we watcned nim lke a 
child, that he might not get down ftairs, or hold any converfa- 
tion with Mahomet or Ally, until he was fobered again. Thefe 
blood-hounds followed the fcent which the latter had hit off, and 
came up repeatedly, under pretence of talking to Ibrahim about 
our departure. But we were aware of their intentions, and hin- 
dered their waking or getting any accels to him. It would not 
have been fo eafy for us to have prevented the intrufion of the vi- 
zier, and we trembled for his appearance at this moment. I can 
declare for myfelf, that I have not experienced the poignancy of 
diftrefs until this accident; by which we find ourfelves brought 
to the brink of deftruétion, through the fimplicity of one of our 
own attendants. The morning, we hope, will reftore him toa 
fenfe of his folly, and difpel the cloud which thickens around us. 


FRIDAY, 8th Aucusr. 


The occurrences of this day have been fo crouded, fo ftrange, 
and fo affecting to humanity, that the reader will doubtlefs offer 
a plea to himfelf for the irregularity of a narrative, which was 
taken down late at night, and while our fates were ftill in all the 
horrors of uncertainty. The defire of being held in the memory 
of mankind, even awaits us to the mouth of the grave; and how- 
ever hideous the danger, -a liberal mind cannot bear the idea of 
going out of the world by an obfcure and unknown track, while 
there is a chance of tranfmitting its fufferings, its fortitude, ‘and 
its refignation, to the regard of pofterity. And fhould it pleafe 
God to permit this journal of our diftreffes, to furvive the general 
wreck which threatens our lives and property, it may have the 
merit of difclofing to others, the perils which attend the traveller 
through ‘this favage clime; and to warn him by our examples, of 
the little credit. he thould repofe in the fanttity, the hofpitality of 
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the Arabs; for which virtues they Havebetn falfely deleted ty 
uninfornied hiftorians ! 

"The morning had paffed as ufual, in fufpence’ arid diftrult of 
thefe pcople’s intentions, nor did any thing oceur to fweeten our 
daily potion, but the repentance of Ibrahim, and the behavior ‘of 
‘the poor women whom I before mentioned to have taken notic{ 
of us. Immu.ed in a fimilar confinement, they felt for our fitué 
ation, and paitcok of our troubles. The tale of our difafters had 
certanly reached their eats, as they enquired by figns whether we 
had cloaths left, or victuals to eat. Actuated by our melancholy 

geftures to fuggeft the worft, thefe tender-hearted creatures 
Browalie fruit and fugar-canes, all they could probably lay their 
hands upon, and threw them by ftealth acrofs the ftreet to our 
terrace. ‘This humane tafk they were employed in for half an 
hour and more, when they difappeared, on our advertifing them 
of the arrival of vifitors. 

The alarm was falfe, for it was only Abdul Ruffar, who was 
returned from reconnoitring the motions of the enemy. In his 
walk he had been encountered by fome Chriftian merchants, who 
now recommended to us, to get a letter privately written to the 
Shaik Ul Arab, complaining of the ufage we had met with, and 
imploring his protection. ‘They not only advifed this expedient, 
but promifed to forward the letter for us, in the fuccefs of 
which they implicitly confided. We could not do better, we 
thought, than follow the opinion of thofe of our own perfuafion ; 
and we had aétually difpatched our agents to’ them upon this 
errand, when the fcheme was unknowingly overfet by the ma- 
jor. We had alf along confidered ourfelvéd as clofe prifoners ; 
and the major réfolved to make'an ‘effort to get into-the frddr, 
to be certifiedof the worft of Sur’ fittation) * “He fourid ‘the 
door locked, and knotking to get ft opened By*theyportel who 
conftantly attended without, the family were afaxiied, ‘2AM cathe 
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in numbér's to prevent his forcing this paflage. A thruggle en- 
‘foed, which the major thought prudent to defift from, aid re- 
turned up ftairs with our fervants, who were detained at home 
by this untoward accident. 

While we were confulting on fome remedy for this difappoint- 
ment, a body of people came up to our apartment, ufhered by our 
hoft. The principals were an old fat man, and one drefled in a 
{carlet robe, who told us that he was the hakeem or govetnor of 
the town, and had been commanded by the Shaik U] Arab, his 
mafler, to take us under his protection ; to enquire into the par- 
ticulars of the injuries which we had fuftained; and to tranfmit 
a faithful account of us to the fhaik, who would fee juflice done 
to us, let whofoever be the aggreflor. Our {pirits had long been 
in want of a cordial to revive them, and this fpeech operated very 
powerfully upon them., , The appearance of thefe officers, and the 
authority which they took upon them, gave credit to their words. 
We confidered ourfelves as diftinguifhed by the compaffion of the 
fhaik, though we could not difcover by what providential acci- 
dent the tale of our difafters had come to his knowledge. But 
elated as we were by this fudden change in our affairs, and con- 
fonant as the hakeem’s offer was to our hopes of revenge, we were 
too well aware of the unftable ftate of an Arabian government, 
to be led aftray by a falfe emblem of power. The event proved 
that we did not judge much amifs; and that it is dangerous to 
anake enemies in a body, where we arg not affured of friends. 

Before the aflembly had well {cated themfelves, the vizierearii- 
ved, and took his place among them. He betrayed a downcafi 
and irrefolute countenance, and I obferved him to look often at 
us, to guefs I fuppofe at our mtentions. I endeavored to clear 
his dqubts with a file. In reply to the hakeem,, we declared out 
{fcruples to prefer complaints, ftrangers as we were to the coun- 
ary, and unaffured of protection. On this we were urged by 
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moft prefent to a plain recit’! %* ‘act-, hich they faid Gait: 
due to the honor of their nia:., %: 7. character woulggigislitte 
by the mal-treatment of ftrangers, who were fuffered to we bog 
dominions without redrefs. Ibrahim on this advifed us to! ae 
general {tatement of our loffes, without {pecifying the na-i:.3. of 
our oppreffors ; which would irritate no one, and ftill obf Fuh Ne 
the protection of the government. Had this counfel been “4 Bo cire 
ed, it might have turned out better; though it is impoffible for 
human judgment to determine it. The examination began un- 
der this reftri€tion, and Ibrahim expreffed fundry fums of money 
and articles of value we had been deprived of, by the arts and me- 
naces of perfons unknown. ‘The vizier fate in the circle like a 
private man, and liftened in filence to the account of the robbe- 
ries; in which he {eemed fatisfied not to be declared an accom~ 
plice. But the zeal of Abdul Ruffar quickly altered this peace- 
able fcene. I had obferved him fitting in a corner, with in- 
dignant looks and reftlefs poftures, when, unable to bear with 
the villainy of his countrymen any longer, he ftarted up, and 
pointing to his own neck as a pledge for our fafety, he went 
up to the hakeem, and pronounced aloud, that our doubts of 
protection prevented the truth from appearing in its proper 
colors. That, to his knowledge, our hoft Mahomet had for- 
ced money and effects from us; and that the vizier himfelf 
had defrauded us of fhauls and other things to a confiderable 
amount. But the integrity and courage of this poor fellow 
met ‘with a very unworthy recompence. He had built more 
than ourfelves upon the regal authority, which could not, in 
the perfons of the fhaik’s officers, fhield him from danger and 
difgrace. The vizier rofe abruptly from his feat, and half 
drawing his fabre, would have ftopped his countryman in his 
tale, had he not been luckily prevented by thofe near him. 
The affembly broke up in confafion, and we could not but 
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- derged for our own fafety at 1uch a moment. No fooner 
wes ul Ruffar delivered from one enemy, than he cncounter- 
@° Ges more bitter in the hoft and his family, who fell furi- 
aad} caf him in. the prefence of the hakeem, and it was with 
im sch ° 'ficulty that we refcued him from their hands, at the ex- 
xitgos fome heavy blows. But the fcene did not conclude here. 
ke good our hoft's affertion, that every one is abfolute in 
MewM houfe, he turned the vizier, hakeem, and all the fhaik’s 
einen out of doors, and told them deridingly, to go and confult 
elfewhere. Our faithful domeftic would fain have followed them, 
but he was prevented; which fo intimidated him, that dreading 
the refentment of the family, he came unobferved to our terrace, 
and dropped himfelf thirty feet at leaft, from a perpendicular 
height, into the ftreet. He efcaped; but not, we apprehend, with- 
out fome fprain or contufion, from fo defperate a leap. 

This tumult had f{carcely fubfided, when one of a more ferious 
and infulting nature enfued. Apprehenfive of a difcovery, and — 
perhaps weary of carrying about fuch a load, [brahim had depoft- 
ted the bag of venetians which he was charged with, in the cor- 
ner of a dark room which held fire-wood. The major was appri- 
zed of this ftep, and might very well be fatisfied of the fecurity of 
his treafure. But the prying difpofition of the family furmount- 
ed our precaution. Ibrahim had been met coming out of this — 
room by Ally, before the arrival of the hakeem and his com- - 
pany. Sufpicion is ever on the watch, and gives a motive to 
every action that falls under its obfervation. The late difptte, 
in which he had borne fo active a part, had not driven it 
from this fellow’s mind; who, when all was quiet again, ftole 
up foftly to the room which had excited his curiofity. Ibra- 
him by. good fortune faw him enter it, and crying loudly for af- 
fiftance, ran towards the plaee which concealed the money. 
He was heard and followed by the major and my European 
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fervant, who found him at the reom-door ftruggling for the 
bag, which Ally had fecured, and would have retreated witty! 
Numbers however prevailed, and the bag was prefently redeemed 
from the rafcal’s gripe, who retired, muttering vengeance againft us. 
We had foon reafon to lament this unfortunate difcovéry. 
It awakencd a new fpirit of avarice in our hoft, and confirmed 
him in his exaggerated ideas of our wealth. He came up ftairs, 
attended by the mformer Ally and his fervants, armed with fwords 
and fpears, to demand the contefted treafure. We had expected 
this, and in the interval, the major had time to change the bag 
of venetians for one’of rupees, which was not a twenticth part its 
valuc. ‘Lhe gold was again committed to Ibrahim’s waift, and 
the filver was carelefsly thrown into one of the trunks. The de- 
ception fuccecded ; and, after fome altercation, the bag was pro- 
duced from the trunk, and impofed upon Ally for the one that 
he had {tized upon. The bulk was nearly the fame, though no- 
thing but the confufion he was in, can account for his not 
diftinguifhing the difference between the weight of the gold and 
filver. Though this action was nothing lefs than a robbery, 
thefe Arabs were-willing to give it a more favorable term, and 
faid, that they took it on condition of providing us with a boat, 
and accclerating our departure. There was fomething too grofs 
im this behavior to amufe us with expectation; but we were as 
icady as themfelves to fave appearances, and to conceal our mor- 
tification at being fubjected to fuch violence. Some of our com- 
panyhad propofed manual refiftance ; and a mufket was actually 
taken up on the occafion, which was laid down upon a convic- 
tion of the folly of oppofition, where our lives were not concerned, 
ina country fo inimical to Chriftians, and. fo fevere in its decrees 
againft thofe, who, however juitly, have dipped their hands in 
the blood of a Mahometan. We adopted a middle courfe, and 
fo far maintained our dignity, as to infift upon the hoft’s dif- 
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miffing his fervants before we would treat with him. This he 
‘Exily complied with, and received the bag containing cighty- 
feven rupees, with many affurances of fidelity, and promifes to 
cffe& our deliverance from this city. 

Dur hoft juftified the opinion we entertained of him. So far 
from keeping his word, and endeavoring to ferve us, in return 
for the money he had extorted, he only left us, to contrive fome 
method to make fure of our remaining treafure. In lefs than 
half an hour he returned, accompanied by two villains, who 
called themfelves the fervants of the Shaik U! Arab, and who 
produced a paper, which they termed his order to fearch our 
baggage. Though we could not but doubt the authenticity of this 
paper, we were far from oppofing a meafure which we had fo often 
folicited ; and which we hoped would deliver us from further 
perfecution on this head. It is too cutting to my refleClion to 
recount the particulars of this fcrutiny, which was conducted 
rather with the violence and indecency of a robbery, than with 
the forms of a fearch. Not a fingle thing efcaped the hands of 
thefe fellows, that was of the leaft value. Mr. Hammond, 
among other articles, loft a pai of filver-mounted piftols, which 
he had hitherto preferved, and they plundered the major of his 
filver {fpoons, a filver urn handfomely chafed, and weighing above 
fifty ounces, which he had in vain concealed within fome kitchen 
utenfils, befides a quantity of linen to a confiderable amount. 
From me they took a filver hookah, a fet of gold buckles, two 
pieces of Indian hankerchicfs, a gold brocade waiftcoat, and a_ 
Turkifh gown, which, at the loweft calculation, were worth 200 
dollars. 1 left the room while this feene was tianfacting, as it 
was to the laft degree grating to my nature, to behold, unre- 
venged, fo daring an outrage againft all divine and human Jaws. 
They retired about eight o’clock in the evening, loaded with their 


fpoils, and we threw ourfelves upon the floor, to endeavor to get 
fome 
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fome repofe, after a day fpent in uproar, altercation, arf 
tigue: infomuch that we had not leifure to take a proper reg 
ment. It is no wonder if our reft was difturbed, and ou 
gination haunted with gloomy ideas, under fuch peculiar ci 
{tances, We could obferve from our windows a ftrong guage 
be pofted about the houfe, with camels ready faddled a vB 
door, but for what purpofe we knew not ; whether to take sa te, 
the boat, or to any place more fuitable to their black detigits: 
We were deprived of our fervant, who ufed to provide us with 
the neceffaries of life, and were to truft to chance for the mor- 
row, fhould it ever dawn upon our eyes, after the unparalleled 
treatment we had fuffered. Guilt might poffibly be touched 
by the ftings of diftruft and fear; and to quiet thcfe monitors, 
it was uncertain how much further our perfecutors would plunge 
themfelves into the abyfs of wickednefs. In the variety of this 
difirefs, life was {till dear; and, divefted as it was of eafe and en- 
joyment, we flept with arms in our hands, to preferve it from 
violence ! 








SATURDAY, gth AuGusr. 


The dawn relieved us from our apprehenfions, but found us in 
all the agitations of fufpence. We were chiefly diftrefled at the 
abfence of Abdul Ruflar, We knew not what mifchance might 
have befallen him, in his attempt to efcape the death which was 
intended him; and we were at a lofs to furnifh ourfelves with 
provifion for the day. There was a rifk attended the going 
abroad of Ibrahim, after the adventure of yefterday ; and we had 
not much dependence on the charity of the family, who had 
already forfeited every pretenfion to humanity in our eftimation. 
We had luckily a little coffee left, which we boiled, and made 
out a breakfaft with the ftale bread of yefterday. About an hour 
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his, a fervant of the houfe unexpectedly brought us up 
ilk mixed with water, with a fcanty allowance of bread. 
derftood that we were indebted to our hoft for this meagre 
but we neither faw him, his brother, nor any living crea- 
ut at a diftance, during the whole morning. Among the({e 
Afcour kind friends in the oppofite houfe, to whom only we 
{ ABappear to be of the leaft confequence. Thefe compaffionate 
had been alarmed at the tumult in our apartment on the 
Mevding evening. I had obferved them, at the time, frequently 
peep over their wall, to fee what was going on, and feem- 
ingly anxious about the confequences. Nor had they exhanfted 
their attention towards us. At the ftill hour of noon, when 
the ftreets are deferted by the people, they came to their terrace, 
and with fympathizing looks would have confoled our fufferings. 
Often did they wipe their eyes which were fuffufed with tears, and 
as often did they inquire, by the moft fignificant figns, whether 
our lives had been endangered during the tranfactions of the paft 
day. Notwithftanding our forlorn condition, we fhould have 
little deferved the name of men, if this behavior had failed to 
make a fuitable impreffion upon our minds.* Like the cordial 
which is adminiftered to the dying patient, it ferved to revive our 
fpirits, though we were fenfible its effects were temporary and 
infufficient. Their generofity was equally extended to our 
wants. Naturally fuppofing that we were ftinted in our nou- 
rifhment in fuch an inhofpitable houfe, thefe affectionate fouls 
threw over loaves of bread and boiled eggs, tied up carefully in 
their vails, which came fafely to us, and would have proved a 
plentiful fapply, if fomething extraordinary had not difturbed 
them while taken up with this charitable act. We are appre- 
henfive that they were difcovered affifting us by their keeper ; 
and, as they did not appear to us again, that they are doomed to 
ftriéter confinement, for exciting an impulfe of benevolence to 
their 
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incn iellow-creatures in diftrefs! No breaft but a Muffulman’s, 
could harbor a jealous thought on fuch an occafion, or com 
founda principle of compaflion with an amorous inclination to- 
wards perions in our fituation. 

About two o'clock the fame fervant whom we had {een befor e, 
brought us a wretched compofition of eggs and oil, which, for my 
part, I found it was impoffible to touch. I was content, therefore, 
to adapt my meal to our prifon, and dined upon bread and wa- 
ter. At this moment we had notice given us, that the hakeem 
and his train were below ftairs, and that he purpofed to remove 
us in the evening from this hateful habitation. He prefently 
caine up to us, to confirm this agreeable intelligence, and received 
our cordial acknowledgments for his humane intentions. We had 
experienced many reverfes of fortune fince our arrival in this 
country, but none fo fudden, fo unlooked-for, as the prefent. 
From the circumftances which attended the hakeem's expulfion 
yefterday, we little expected to fee him re-enter the houfe in tri- 
umph, and refcue us from the force which had fo fuccefsfully op- 
pofed him before. But it feems that he comes armed with new 
powers from the fhaik, to take us immediately under his own 
protection. It is not eafy to unravel the politics of this ftate ; but 
the decifive behavior of our hoft laft night, is a prefumptive evi- 
dence of his authority being about to draw to a conclufion. He 
has plundered us of all he could lay his hands upon, and he wife- 
ly abfents him(felf ata period when he either cannat, or does not, 
think it worth his while to detain us. We found from the ha- 
keem, that Abdul Ruffar is fecurely lodged in his houfe, tho’ his 
legs and feet are violently contufed by the fall. Weare happy in 
his fatety ; but the damage which this faithful adherent has fuf- 
tained in our caufe, cannot but ftrongly affect us. The hakeem 
now bade us farewell until fun-fet, when he promifed to return 
with a camel and an efcort, to convey us and our baggage to a 
dwelling 
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dwelling.of his own. To prevent the family from giving us any 
further difturbance, he left a fervant at the door of our apaitment, 
whom he direCted to keep watch during his abfence. 

There was no danger, however, of our being molefted in the 
degree, The houfe appeared to be abandoned by its in- 
habitants ; and this folitude luckily afforded the major an oppor- 
tunity of recovering his coftly {word, from the hole in which it 

had been depofited. This he once more fewed up in his bed, 
and we had packed up the remains of our baggage, long before 
the appointed hour of our removal. We waited with great pa- 
tience until the day clojed, and it was quite dark before any of us 
betrayed the leaft uneafinefs at the hakeem’s ftay. But as the night 
waxed old, we relapfed into the dreadful ftate of uncertainty which 
we had fo repeatedly known. We had not a doubt of the vera~ 
city of the hakeem ; but we began to fufpect that our enemies 
had prevailed againft him, either by fecret intrigues or open vio- 
lence. We were apprized of their animofity, and we had every 
thing to dread from their fuccefs. It was ten o’clock before this 
gloomy profpect was diffipated, by the arrival of the hakeem. He 
came attended by a party of foldiers, and a camel to tranfport our 
baggage. ‘The villain Ally had now the affurance to fhew him- 
felf, and to fuperintend the removal of qur things. Before we 
went out, the hakeem obliged us to prime our fire-arms anew, 
and dropped certain expreffions which feemed to Ibrahim to im- 
ply danger on the road. “Had we been convinced of an ambufcatle 
being laid for us, we fhould rather have preferred to encounter it, 
now we were patronized by the government, than to have remain- 
ed in an houfe, which had been a fcene of mortification and deceit 
tous. The die was caft, and we were to abide by its decifion ; 
which we did, by marching after our camel and fervants, who help- 
ed to carry the baggage, accompanied by the hakegm and his 
guard. Each of the fervants took a lighted taper in his hand, 
Ff and, 
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and, to heighten the fcene, we were enjoined profound filenice. In 
this manner did we traverfe a number of ftreets, each of which 
we found fecured by a gate; and after going above half a mile, 
arrived at the place of our deftination about eleven o’clock, with- 
out having met with any interruption, We were introduced ‘by 
the hakeem to our lodging, and after paffing thropgh a large 
court, were carried up {tairs to a fmall, but airy, bed-room. Our 
baggage was alfo brought up, and depofited in a back-room, 
where the fervants are to fleep. The friendly hakeem now took 
his leave of us, and fixing a centry at our door to protcét us, left 
us to enjoy almoft the only found reft we had known fince our 
departure from Cofire. 


SUNDAY, roth Aucusr. 


Here are we, after all our difficulties and dangers, fafely 
pounded within the precincts of an haram. Such, on our awak- 
ing this morning, did we find the houfe we were got into. It is 
an antique ftructure, much injured by time, and ftands upon a 
fpacious foundation, though the apartments are finall, and hud- 
dled together after the mode of thefe eaftern piles of lafcivioufnefs. 
Around our chamber the floor is raifed about two feet from the 
giound, which ferves us to eat upon by day, and to fleep luxuri- 
oufly upon by night. Hence we have a fine view of the river, 
from which we are but two or three ftreets diftant. It is here 
feenfingly lefs than a mile in breadth, and difcovers itfelf through 
different openings in the gardens, with which this city is adorned. 
The wind from the north-weft now prevails, and meets the cur- 
rent, which runs with the utmoft rapidity towards the fea. This 
produces a fine effet. The town lines this fide of the Nife, and 
the uppofite bank is bordered by a mountain, which at one place 
breaks off abruptly, and difclofes a large plain, covered with en- 
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slofures of grain, and here and there embellifhed with gioves of 
date and orange trees. While we were indulging outfelves with 
this profpect, we had a vifit from the friendly hakeem, who feem- 
ed alarmed at our expofing ourfelves to public view, and haftly 
fhit our windows. He excufed this check to our curiofity, from 
the neceffity there was for us to remain in ptivacy until the ar- 
rival of his mafter, or of further orders from him 1efpeéting our 
concerns. We could not but acquicfce in this meafute ; did after 
bidding us to rely on the juftice of the Shaik Ul Arab, he left us to 
partake of a meal of good bread and milk, which his domeftics had 
provided for us. Our breakfaft was fcarccly over, when the hakcem 
fent for Ibrahim, to attend him at his own houfe. We expect 
this interview will determine fomething pofitive about our fate. 

When we left Cofire, we laid our account that our troubles 
would end with our journey to the Nile. Whocould have dreamt 
that after efcaping the perils of the defart, we fhould be 1educed 
to defpair in a populous city! It were better that our baggage had 
been funk to the bottom of the Red Sea, than that it fhould have 
afforded us a trifling part of the uneafinefs we have fuffeied.  Pii- 
foners for ten days in a private houfe, where.each moment was 
impoifoned by the uncertainty of our deftiny, we were now, per- 
haps, in a more honorable confinement in the hands of govern- 
ment, which we fhrewdly fufpect afferts our caufe, rather fioma 
defire of recovering the, plunder for itfelf, than of doing juftice to 
us. But weare content if our departure can be purchafed at fo 
Jow a price. 

We were anxious to fee Abdul Ruffar, whofe ankles we find are 
much more ftrained by his fall, than were at firft repoited, But 
he is net to he moved here until the evening, when we {hall be 
able to adminifter fuch relief to him, as 1s in our power to 
do. At one o'clock Ibrahim returned to us, and we underftand 
that the hakeem has got out of him all our loffes, not excepting 
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the other night’s pillage, which he had at firft determined to con- 
ceal. And with fome reafon, as the villains threatened our lives 
tf we divulged it to any one. But Ibrahim fays, there was no 
one prefent at the examination, but a Chriftian fecretary, who 
took it down, and the hakeem privately affured him, that his 
mafter would give orders to feize the robbers, and make them re- 
ftore their booty. God only knows the termination of this mat- 
ter; but, for our parts, we would compromife to efcape with our 
prefent damages. We now ate heartily ofa plentiful meal, which 
Ibrahim had provided for us. Mutton, fifth, and vegetables, are 
very cheap here, and no European could complain of their man- 
ner of dreffing their food. 

We {aw nobody during the evening, but the fervants belonging 
to the houfe. But we received a complimentary meflage from 
the hakeem, with notice of his mafter’s approach, who is expect- 
ed here immediately. Thefe are welcome tidings to us, who have 
no idea of getting away, until the arrival of this great man. It is 
our plan to be rid of this place as foon as poffible; and we pro- 
pofe to make a tender to the fhaik of all he may recover on our 
accounts. Happy, if we have the luck to efcape without further 
pillage. 

In order that we might enjoy the benefit of a cool wind, and 
a moon-light evening, we went to bed very early, as we had been 
defired not to open our windows until the lights were extinguifh- 
ed. And now an adventure occurred, which was romantic to the 
laft degree, and bore a refembiance to thofe feigned ones, portray- 
ed by the inimitable pencil of Cervantes. I was awakened out of 
a found nap about ten o'clock, by a loud knocking at the gate, 
which fecures the upper end of the ftreet welive in. I found my 
companions had been difturbed by the fame noife, and were 
equally furprized with myfelf at the ftrangenefs of it. Prefently 
after the gate was opened, and a number of people aflembled be- 
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fore our houfé, whom we could difcern by the light of the moon, 
difpofing themfelves in different fituations on the ground, and 
converfing with great earneftnefs and vociferation. While we 
were pondering on the iffue of this bufinefs, which had an alarm- 
ing appearance at fuch an hour of the night, when we knew our 
refidence was meant to be kept fecret, and that our lives might 
be fought by the villains whom we had informed againft, I went 
out on the back terrace to awake the guard, which was ftationed 
to protect us, when fuddenly a band of mufic ftruck up without, 
and recalled me to the fcene of action. This band was compofed 
of ftring, wind, and parchment inftruments, and though the 
harmony was none of the beft, it could not fail to have a fingu- 
lar effect upon our imaginations, haunted as they were with 
doubts and apprehenfions. A fingle voice fometimes accompa- 
nied the mufic, which was in genera] of a melancholy ftrain. This 
ferenade lafted until midnight, and when the moon went down, 
it was continued by torch-light. But the intent of it we arc ut- 
terly at a lofs to difcover. Whether to celebrate a marriage, or a 
funeral, or whether it was performed by the hakecm’s guard, to 
divert their mafter or ourfelves. It was one o'clock before the 
night was reftored to its ufual quiet ; at which time 1 fell afleep, 
but had my repofe difturbed by the extravagance of fancy, which 
brought a motley jumble to my mind, of mufic, harams, arms, 
captivity, and impaffable waftes ! 


MONDAY, uith AucusrT. 


This day was the moft barren of incidents of any that we have 
long experienced. Not a meffage, nor the leaft intelligence from 
the hakeem, in regard to our affairs. This has at leaft a good 
appearance. He means, perhaps, to wait the arrival of his maf- 
ter, inftead of deceiving us with the hopes of his own interpofi- 
tion, and obtaining prefents from us on that fcore, like the vizier 
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«nd the people into whofe hands we at firft fell. We learn from 
Ibrahim, that the rude concert laft night was intended for the ha- 
keem’s cnte.tainment, who is our neighbor, and who fate fmok- 
ing and drinking coffee with his women the greateft part of the 
night. This is a favorite diverfion with the Arabs and Turks, 
who keep themfelves {till during the heat of the day, and enjoy 
the cool hours of the night, and the ferene light of the moon, with 
a relifh unknown to the inhabitants of the inclement north. 
Thofe only who have partaken of this enchanting fcene, under a 
fky fil] unclouded, can form an idea of its luxury ; where the ve- 
ry dews ate genial, and the night-breeze carries a temperate cool- 
nefs on ity wing. And this feafon favors more the bringing of 
thcir women into view; when filence and folitude prevail with- 
out, and afford them the felfifh fatisfaction of beholding beauty, 
without the intrufion of a rival, and tafting of its charms with the 
avarice of mifers. 

At four o’clock we had a vifit from the hakeem, who only ftaid 
to enquire after our healths, and to reaffure us of his protection. 
We had determined on making this man a prefent, to fecure his 
further good offices, and finding that he was averfe to taking any 
thing but money, we fent him twenty-one venetians by Ibrahim, 
with an apology for the {malinefs of the donation, which had been 
bounded by our poverty. To our great joy, our domeftic, Abdul 
Ruflar, returned with Ibrahim fiom the-hakeem’s houfe. He was 
obliged to be moved in the arms of the fervants, though we are 
pleafed to find that his hurts do not portend any ill effects. One 
of his ankles is quite reduced, and the other promifes fair to admit 
of his getting abroad in a few days, 
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TUESDAY, 1:2th Aucust. 


The indifpofition of Abdul Ruffar has already proved very in- 
convenient to us. Our filver is expended, and we are at a lofs to 
exchange our gold for dollars, or to gain any intelligence of what 
is pafling without doors, during this poor creature's confinement. 
He often cautions us againft trufting any of his countrymen in 
matters of fuch importance; fenfible as he is of their want of cha- 
rity for Chriftians. As for Ibrahim, he is as much a prifoner as 
ourfelves. The hakeem tells him, that hc cannot anfwer for 
his fafety, until the fhaik returns, fhould he fall in the way of 
our old hoft and his gang. We are too well afcertained, from 
ocular proof, of the little order which fubfifts here in the ab- 
fence of the chief, to doubt it. We learn that his ictuin is 
anxioufly expected by the whole eity, and cannot be very diftant, 
if we may truft to the information of Abdul Ruflar, who fays, 
fuch is the temper of this people, and fuch the inftability of this 
government, fhould the fhaik remain for any Icngth of time in 
another place, the inhabitants of Ghinnah would thiow off all 
fubmiffion to his officers, and fall to cutting each other’s throats 
What a bleffed land have we dropped into! What a race ale 
we amongft! who are only to be 1uled by the fword, and to 
be taught humanity at. the expence of their blood! 

We had fearcely breakfafted when the hakeem centered our 
apartment, accompanied by a man whom we had frequtntly 
feen at Cofire. He had been affiduous in his vifits to us there, 
and had proffered us the ufe of his houfe during our ftay at Ghin- 
nah. This the fhaik of Cofire prevented by his intrigues, and 
the man arrived here yefterday in the caravan. We find he is a 
merchant of this city, and though, agreeably to the mode of 
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Arabian travellers, he was wont to affume a poor habit at Co- 
fire, we now faw him in a creditable drefs, and feemingly on 
an intimate footing with the hakeem. He lamented our misfor- 
tunes, which were the common topic of converfation, and re- 
proached us for not having accepted of his offers of affiftance. 
‘Though he muft have been fenfible that we did not merit this re- 
proach, while our conduct was directed by another, and though 
we have caufe to be on our guard againft the profeffions of an 
Arabian, there is little doubt but we fhould have fared better 
under this man’s protection, than in the vile hands we fell into. 
Our prefent fituation is far from being difagreeable. The hakeem 
is civil and attentive to us, and at the fame time does not pefter 
us with his company, or folicit us for prefents. From 
this conduét we draw more favorable omens, than from any 
incident fince the change of our fituation; and as he confirms 
the report of the fhaik’s approach, we endeavor to refign our- 
{elves with patience, for the accomplifhment of that defirable 
event. It may be, that our releafe will be at laft owing to 
the interpofition of Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. We have great 
expectations that'our letters are both fafely delivered to him. 
The reward of five dollars, which is to attend the receipt of 
each, is the ftrongeft incentive that could be devifed to fecure the 
fidelity of the meffengers. But fortune has been fo much out of 
humor with us of late, that we cannot promife ourfelves a return 
of her fmiles, until they beam upon us. 

Juft as we had laid down to reft, there was a knocking at the 
outward gate, which we found to be made by the hakeem, who 
came to borrow one of our fufees. He was mounted on a fine 
horfe, which I obferved from the window, and was accompa- 
nied by a party of armed men on foot. He fent us word, 


that he was going about the town to preferve peace and goad 
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order; which is a neceflary practice in cities better regulated 
than Ghinnah. 


WEDNESDAY, 13th Avcusr. 


We are obliged to be early rifers, in order to receive the com- 
pany that wait upon us during the cool of the morning. We have 
generally finifhed our breakfaft by feven o'clock, and at that hour 
to-day we were fummoned by our fervants to the back terrace, 
which commands a noble view of the river, to fee a number of 
boats under fail. ‘Thefe we learat were the Banute fleet, which 
arrived here two days after us; with the foldiers of which our 
hoft, the vizier, and others, had alarmed us, and forced us to pay 
down a fum of money, ‘which was falfely charged to their account, 
They are going down to Jirje, and being chiefly gallies, painted, and 
gilt, and adorned with ftreamers, they cut no contemptible appear- 
ance in falling down with the ftream, to the amount of twenty 
boats. We defcried armed troops on the poop of each galley, and 
heard the drums beating to arms on board. There is a myftery 
in the accounts of thefe Banute people, which ‘we cannot unravel. 
Immediately after their departure, we hada vifit from the hakeem, 
who threw open the windows of our apartments, and told us with 
a chearful air, that we had now nothing to fear, as the Banute 
people, who are a fet of thieves, and apt to plunder defencelefs 
veffels on the river, were failed for firje. This defcription nei- 
ther anfwers the ftay which thefe people made here, nor the good 
condition of their boats, which is far from befpeaking them to be 
a needy ace. We therefore enquired of the hakeem of the origin 
and government of Banute; and were told, that it formerly be- 
longed to his mafter, the Shaik Ul Arab, but had fately been ta- 
ken pofiefiion of by the Turks, ‘This confirmed us in a vague re- 
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“port we had heard, of Banute being really in the hands of -Ibra- 
him Beg. It might confequently be, that the hakeem wifhed for 
his mafter’s return, that juftice might be done us ere we proceed~ 
ed to Cairo; and was willing to conceal us.from the Turks, 
whom he artfully reprefented as robbers, to prevent our applying 
to them for a paflage. So ftrongly had this prepoffefion: taken 
hold of our minds, that fome among ws were not wanting to la- 
ment our ignorance of this circumftance, and to confider the de- 
parture of the Banute fleet, as a preclufion to the efcape which 
we had fo long meditated. 

At five o'clock the hakeem paid us a fecond vifit, in which 
he was accompanied by two confiderable merchants of the 
town. They all produced letters from the fhaik, which they 
told us refpected our loffes, and his coming to redrefs our 
wrongs. When the merchants took their leave, the hakeem afk- 
ed us, whether we were inclined to take a walk with him to the 
river-fide. This agreeable invitation my companions were obli- 
ged to decline, as the rafcals who plundered our trunks, had net 
left them a Turkifh gown: but I readily accepted of it, as I had 
a gown that luckily efcaped their fearch. It is eafy to conceive 
the joy I felt at being reftored to the freedom of the air, after 
our perilous confinement ; not to mention the good face which 
our affairs aflumed by this ftep, as the people’s intentions muft 
appear to be honeft, who expofed us to the eyes of the town. 
I accordingly arrayed myfelf in the beft manner, and followed the 
hakeem, attended by my European fervant and Ibrahim. As 
we walked towards the river, we were accompanied by a croud of 
people, who behaved themfelves very refpectfully ; awed, perhaps, 
by the prefence of the hakeem and his guard. We foon left the 
town, and afcended a dyke which is thrown round it, to prevent 
it fuffering by the inundations of the Nile. I had the good for- 
tune to be witnefs to the commencement of this periodical pheno- 
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menon, by mere chance. From the dyke we defcended to the ri« 
ver, by a pier that extends itfelf to the natural ftrand, and mea. 
fures fome hundreds of yards in length. At the extremity of this 
pier we feated ourfelves on carpets, which were fpread for us on 
the ground, and I had full leifure to furvey the objects around 
me, the novelty and beauty of which equally engaged my admira- 
tion. The Nile is originally of a tolerable breadth here, and at 
other feafons would not difappoint the traveller in his expectations 
of fo celebrated a ftream. But two days ago it began to aflumea 
grander afpeft. The kitchen-gardens which fupply the town, 
and ftand in the low grounds, are already overflown ; and feveral 
channels are opened in the bank, through which the waters rufh 
with great rapidity, and promife by to-morrow night to f{pread 
themfelves to the dyke, which is at leaft a quarter of a mile dif- 
tant. The fame effects feem to have been produced on the oppo- 
fite fide; where I obferved the country to be overflown even to 
the mountain’s edge, and the rifing lands to appear like iflands in 
the waters. In mid-channel the ftream runs with amazing force ; 
carrying down rufhes, bufhes, and fragments of trees, which the 
floods have {wept away with them from the heights, and will in 
a few days difcharge into the Mediterranean. The fun was fallen 
behind the hills on the weftern banks, from whofe burnifhed tops 
a dazzling radiance played upon the ruffled waters. The boats 
glided along their curling. furface: the date-groves rung with the 
amorous cocings of a thoufand doves, and the cattle lowed in the 
diftant dale. The charms of this lovely evening are beyond'my 
art to depicture, but they will be ever faithfully imprinted on my 
imagination. At dufk we returned homeward, and I could ob- 
tain but a very imperfeé fight of Ghinnah from this point of view ; 
as it ftretches towards the river like the end of a Turkith flipper, 
and is fereened by the dyke from the eye. We paffed by a bridge on 
our way back, turned on a fingle arch over 4 creek where the boats 
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lie, and which appears to be a modern work of no elegant 
defign *. 


* It may not prove unpleafing to the reader, to compare the obfervations of ‘other 
travellers on this place and its neighborhood. As we pafied over the defart, be- 
tween Cofire and Ghinnah, we can confirm the aflertion of Captain Norden, that 
there are no remains of the antient canal mentioned by Herodotus and others, to 
have been dug for conveying goods from the Nile to the Red-fea. Ghinnah and 
its environs are ftill noted for manufacturing the beft carthen-ware in Egypt; in 
the bottoms of which, the fame peculiasity (ubfifts as related by Dr. Pococke. 

“© At two o’clock in the afternoon there came on a calm, which obliged us to land 
on the fame fide, a little below Grene, or Kiene, a town, which ie not at prefent 
very confiderable, but which has, however, a mofque. There was formerly in this 
place a great commerce ; for they had made a road which led to Cofire; a port of 
the Red-fca, and in three days thcy croffed the defarts of Thebais. Bat dt prefent 
this route is not fecure, on account of the robbers. 

‘“* T had been told much of the antiquities of this place, which engaged me to go 
thither; but I found nothing there. The inhabitants themfelves of the place could 
give me noaccountof them. In vain did I feck for the antient canal that was dug for 
conveying merchandizes to the Red-fea, and for bringing others from thence by this 
means. I did not perceive the leaft mark of it, neither in the town, nor in the adja- 
cent places. It is in this town they celebrate every year the great feftival, at which 
the Bey of Girge is commonly prefent; but not without having firft obtained pcr- 
miffion from the Arab princes or Schechs, 

“ | perceived that all the neighboring places of Giene were eovered with-all forts of 
plants, fuch as pompions, coloquintidas, and others, which were, for the moft part, 
unknown tome. As I did not fee any corn there,, I imagined that they had cut its. 
and that the plants which I perocived, were the fecond produé of the ground. 

‘+ There were in the neighborhood of the town divers ponds, in which water was. 
preferved after the inundation; but it was not good*for drinking. It hada brackifl. 
tafte, which it takes from the foil itfelf; ahd indeed the inhabitants do aot ule 
it eeeey other purpofe than wattring their’ grounds, and giving drink to their 
cattle.” Norden’s Travels in Egypt, &c. vo). ii. 

* We now purfued our voyage with a fine wind, and pafled by the canal that 
gots to the city of Coptos, which fs at prefent rematkible for making the beft car- 
then-ware in Egypt, it being very light and much efleemed; but theycould never 
be prevailed on to make the vafes with broail bogoems, that they might Rand, without 
danger of falling ; ‘fo chat the people are obliged -to fet them in weoden frames.” 
Pococke’s Travels, chap. vi. 
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I found miylelf rather fatigued from my walk, and was glad of 
the approach of our hour of repofe, which, for want of candle- 
light, we are obliged to anticipate as foon as the day is clofed. 
But we were awakened from our firft fleep by the founds of tink- 
ling inftruments, accompanied by a chorus of female voices. I 
looked out of the window, and faw a band of thirty damfels at 
leaft, come tripping towards us, with meafured paces, and ani- 
mated geftures. The moon fhone very bright, and we had a full 
view of them, from their entering the gate of our ftreet, until 
they reached our houfe, Here they flopped, and {preading them- 
felves in a circle before the door, renewed the dance and fong 
with infinite fpirit, and recalled to our minds the picture which 
is fo fully given of thefe dancing females in holy writ. After 
they had favored us a few minutes with their lively perform- 
ance, they moved on to the hakeem’s houfe, and ferenading 
him with an air or two, this joyous band quitted our quarter, 
and went, as the dying founds informed us, to awaken the other 
flumberers of the town, to melody and joy! Thefe are certainly 
the defcendants of the women of Ifrael, whofe beauty and {kill 
gladdened the heart of the fapient king. The dancing girls of 
India are net to be Spoken of at the fame time: they are but an 
legitimate race, were their excellencies to be compared with thofe 
of thenymphsof the Nile, Had thefe figures prefented themfelves to 
me in a vifion, I fhould have concluded that they were the fair 
inhabitants of our manfion, whe were come to demand the 
reftitution of their late poffeffions ! 


THURSDAY, 14th Aucusrt. 


We were impatient to know ehe caufe of the agreeable dif- 
turbance we met with laft night, and learnt from one of our 
guard, that the dancing girls obferve the ceremony we were wit- 
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nefs to, on the firft vifible rife of the Nile. It feems that they 
took our houfe in their way to the river, where they went dgwn 
to bathe at that late hour, and to fing the praifes of the benevo- 
lent Power, who yearly diftributes his waters to fupply the necef- 
fities of the native. 

It is defigned, to all appearance, that we fhall meet with no 
friends in this inhofpitable region, or immediately lofe the pro- 
teCtion of thofe who have difplayed a ray of humanity for us. 
We were but this morning congratulating ourfelves, on having 
fallen into the hands of a good man, who has not only refcued 
us from the houfe of a villain, but has even fheltered us under 
his own roof. He had yefterday admired a couple of carpets be- 
longing to Mr. Hammond and me. We had fent them to 
him after breakfaft, when he paid us a vifit to thank us for our 
attention. Hecame efcorted by a large train, little dreaming 
how fhortly his glories would fet, which now fhone forth in 
meridian luftre. The change in his fortune was announced to us 
about five o'clock in the afternoon, when feveral ftrange fervants 
came to our houfe. Their errand was to advife us of the ap- 
proach of a new hakeem, who was fent by the fhaik to difplace 
our friend, and meant to take up his quarters for the night, in 
the back part of our habitation. While we were forming conjec- 
tures on this fudden event, feveral of the principal merchants of 
the town vifited us, to confirm the news. They affured us, that 
the fhaik had particularly charged this new officer with our 
affairs, and had difmiffed the old hakeem from his employment, 
for having fuffered European travellers to be plundered, and de- 
tained within his jurifdiction. In our own minds, we would 
readily have difpenfed with this feverity, to a man who had 
rendered us the moft material fervices. Moreover, we could not 
but fufpect, that the intereft of the vizier, and others who had 
benefited by our arrival, had prevailed againft the more honeft 
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character .that had exerted itfelf in our behalf. This reflection 
wounded us deeply, as the truth of it might reduce us to our 
former defperate fituation. Confidering the bad treatment we had 
met with, it 1s not ftrange that we fhould be jealous of any innova- 
tion in the protection which had been lately extended to us; and, 
in our experience of this tribe, that we fhould doubt of finding 

a fecond man of moderation among the officers of government. 
About fun-fet the new hakeem arrived, and fent us word that 
he was ready to receive us. This is the firft vifit we had paid to 
another. We found him feated upon a carpet on the back ter- 
race, with a crowd of people about him. Hie is an elderly man, 
tall, thin, and of a mean appearance; diftant in his behavior, 
and feemingly full of his own confequence. This may poflibly 
arife from thelownefs of his origin, which is that of an Abyf- 
finian flave. His deportment was fo different from that which 
diftinguifhed his predeceffor in office, that we could not but look 
upon him as an arrogant upftart, who promifed to abufe the fa- 
vour of his lord. He condefcended, however, to tell us, with a 
{mile, that his mafter had recommended us to his good offices, 
and had directed that the ftricteft juftice fhould be rendered to 
us. While we ftaid, a number of perfons came to pay their 
compliments to him, among which was Sauker, one of the raf- 
cals who had affifted the two brothers to pillage our baggage. 
By this effrontery he perhaps expects to efcape fufpicion ; and 
to intimidate us by his prefence, from bringing a charge againft 
him. We foon retired to our apartment, and found that’ the 
vizier, among others, made his court to this new magiftrate. 
Nothing can be a more direct implication of the arbitrary go- 
verhment we are under, than the promotion of this Abyffinian 
to one of its firft dignities. When Charles of Sweden, the moft 
defpotic monarch of his age, wrote to the fenate of Stockholm, 
that he would fend his jack-bovt to prefide over them; ungrate- 
ful 
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ful as the idea was, it furely was lefs humiliating, than if he had 
threatened to difpatch a Turkith flave from Bender for that pur- 
pofe. And yet we were now witnefs to the univerfal homage that 
may be paid to fuch a character. The fuddennefs ef his arrival, 
and the refpeét which he commands, no doubt befpeak, that he 
is charged with fome important bufinefs; but we fhould be 
pleafed to depart, without waiting the iffue of his errand, though 
it prove to be the reftitution of our loffes. The fhaik, it feems, is 
but a day’s journey hence: but we fear we fhall be neceffitated to 
wait his arrival, which the critical fituation of his affairs ftill 
renders uncertain. 

We have not feen our old friend fince his difgrace, but we fent 
Ibrahim to make him our acknowledgments and good wifhes. He 
feemed much flattered with a mark of attention, fo new to a perfon 
in his condition ; and returned us affurances, that he will repre- 
fent our ftory in its true colors to the fhaik, for whofe court he is 
to fet off to-morrow or next day. This kind interpofition may 
ferve to advance our fuit ; and we underftand that we fhall then 
get rid of the company of our new gueft, who goes into the 
houfe of his predeceflor, on the latter's departure. His fervants 
let off fome paltry fire-works at night behind the houfe, for 
which they demanded a gratification. They were cunning enough 
to call that a compliment to us, which was more likely intended 
for their mafter; and we were glad to be releafed from their 
impertinence, at the expence of a few filvet pieces, of the value 
of 4 penny apicce. 


FRIDAY, 15th. Avover. 


We do not find that we are likely to be as foon quit of.our 
gue, as we at firit expected. There is no talk of-his moving 
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this morning, and as it appears to depend upon the departure of 
his predeceflor, we may have the pleafure of his company for 
fome days longer. This is a fad reftraint upon us, who aic 
confimed to the-front of the houfe, which confifts of two {mall 
ap'artments for ourfelves, and one, more roomy, for our fer- 
vants. Nor are we free from apprehenfions, left fome difcovery 
fhould be made to our difadvantage. The hakcem’s fervants are 
continually mingling with ours, and may draw inferences of our 
abounding with money from our manner of living, if not from 
the imprudence of our people, whofe fimplicity may betray us, 
notwithitanding the cautions we have given them on this head. 
Juft as we had dined, an order came from the hakeem to clear 
the room which our fervants were in, for the reception of fome 
travellers. This, at the time, was a very difagreeable command 
to us, though it may turn out as much to our benefit, as any thing 
which has occurred fince our arrival here. The travellers prove 
to be acompany of Turks, on their return to Cairo, from an ex- 
eirfion into this country. There is a man of confequence among 
them, who, on notice of our being here, immediately fent fome 
of his attendants to enquire into our bufinefs ia this quarter. It 
may be fuppofed that we were very particular in the narration of 
our troubles, and the ill ufage we had met with. The politenefs 
and humanity of thefe Turks were very ftriking to us, who had fo 
long experienced nothing but rudenefs and barbarity from the hu- 
man race. They regretted the impoffibility of having aur com- 
pany on the road, without the permiffion of the Shaik Ul Arab; 
and were hurt at the thoughts of leaving us among a people, whom 
they feemed to have noopinion of. But they promifed to repre- 
fent our cafe to the bey of Cairo, and to exert all their intereft with 
him to demand opr releafe from the fhaik. They acknowledged, 
however, that the reafons for detaining us until the fhaik’s arrival, 
may be very good, as the river is at prefent fo infefted with pirates, 
Hh that 


[ 234 } 

that they are obliged themfelves to go by land toCairo. There is 
a Chriftian among them, who has charged himéelf with a third 
letter, which we have addreffed to Mr. Baldwin from this city. 
He is a confidential domeftic, and, by his influence,“ has p.evailed 
upon the Turk his mafter, to write to the fhaik in our behalf, ‘to 
ftate our uncomfortable condition, and to advife him to difpatch 
us forthwith to Cairo, as we are content to leave the punifhment 
of our oppreffors to his difcretion. Heaven knows what effeG 
this kind mediation may have with the fhaik ; but we have long 
fufpected that our releafe can only be accomplifhed from Cairo ; 
and are ftocking ourfelves with a fund of patience to fupport 
us in the tedious interval. The journey by land, we are tald, is 
from ten to twelve days, and the Turks propofe to fet off at day- 
break. Allowing, therefore, three days for obtaining an order 
from the bey in our favor, three weeks at leaft muft elapfe, be- 
fore the return of the anfwer which is to fet us at liberty. But 
Hope, the deceiver Hope! fometimes whifpers better things in 
our ears; and as we are importunate in our defires to be fetm- 
away, we are inclined to expect the fhaik will not detain us after 
his arrival at Ghinnah. 


SATURDAY, 16th Aucusr. 


The Turks have deferred their departure until night, which, 
en account of our reliance on their good offices at Cairo, and 
their delivery of our letter, bas given us more vexation than the 
matter may deferve. The itch of avarice appeara to have infect- 
ed the mafs of the people we areamong, from the higheft to the 
loweft, ‘Phe new hakeem, though an Abalilte, and a flave to the 
fhaik, cannot refift the difeafe, and ie already fingering, in idea, 
the gold and valuables which he conesives us to pofltfé, He fent 

for 
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for: Ibrahim at ‘midnight, and queftioned him clofely touching 
-our citcumftances, and the prefents we made to his predeceffon : 
and, jaftly, if ‘we had any offering left for himfelf. Ibrahim, in 
conformity ‘toh inftructions, reprefented the poverty we were 
reduced to, and which utterly difabled us from tendering any 
thing worthy the hakeem’s acceptance. He difclaimed all know- 
ledge of our having given either money or goods to the guondam 
hakeem, though he found that this man had got an item of the 
removal of our carpets. It is a bitter comfort to us to obferve, 
‘that the man who was fent down by the fhaik to protect us, ‘fhould 
be the firft to attempt our-property. The fubftance of this mer- 
cenary interview we received from Ibrahim, while we were at 
breakfait. 

We had vifits to-day from feveral of the Turkifh gentlemen, 
who are in the fuite of the grandee. They repeated their tenders 
of fervice on their arrival at Cairo. A very fine Georgian boy is 
in the train, whofe beautiful features and fair complexion eafily 
Miftinguifh him from the Turks. He is a flave, and, we under-~ 
ftand, is in high favor with his matter. 

As the hakeem had offered us the liberty of going abroad, when- 
ever we pleafed to apply to him for a fervant to protect us, at five 
o’clock Mr. Hammond, who was now equipped with a cloak, ac- 
companied by myfelf, Ibrahim, and the hakeem’s fervant, fallied 
forth. We directed our fteps to the bazar, or market-place, 
‘and entered a caravanfera, which attracted our curiofity. Thefe 
buildings are receptacles-for travellers, and are either ereCted at 
the public expence, or by the donations of private people. The 
one we faw was a very large ftructure. Its entrance was through 
a ftone gateway, which led into a fquare court, furounded by 
apartments of two ftories. The ground-floor was open in front, 
and thrown upon arches, and divided into different rooms, by a 
baluftrade of fone. ‘The back part was clofed, and appropri- 
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ated for warehopfes for the merchant. - Beneath one of thefe 
arclies we found a Turk. fitting, whom ive had left at Yambo, 

and who had once put it into our headgta come by this ihaufpi- 
cious route to Cairo. We immediately secogniectt one ssfother, 

and were very hearty in our congratulations on this unéxpected 
meeting. He took us into his apartiijent, and placing coffee 
before us, very kindly condoled with us on our misfortunes, which 
had reached his ears. We find that he remains here, on account 
of the dangers on the river. After preffing this Turk to vifit us 
frequently, we took our leave, and walked without any interrup~ 
tion to the river. Here we went on board a boat, which waits 
for a lading of coffee for the Cairo market, This‘boat is one of 
the moft convenient I ever faw. She has two cabbins, befides an 
awning of matts, thet extends to her main-maft. The roof is high, 
and, with the fides, handfomely carved and painted. We were 
politely received by the nokidah, who faid he hoped for our com- 
pany to Cairo. We fhould rejoice much to be accommodated in 
this manner in our voyage down the Nile. It was from this bod 
that the view of Ghinnah, which is annexed, was taken. At fun- 
fet we returned home, and found our good friends the Turks were 
preparing todecamp. At nine o'clock they mounted their camels 
to the number of » well armed, and went off with the benefit 
of a fine moon, which renders tra at night very delightful 
in thefe ferene climates. The chief of Phe Turks rode on a fine 
dan camel, and was followed on another the fig the <li Georgi- 
an, well accoutered with a {cimitar 


SUMDAY, 17th amayps, 


| ‘Phe bakeem, has adbually fixed Sis sie 
means, we. fuppot, to take good’ cary, 
‘When the, Turks sent away. he took ital 
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apartment, which was before occupied by our fervants, We are 
now reduced to an uncomfortable fituation, and cannot enjoy a 
moment’s privacy, but during the hours of meals and repofe. But 
we are dateffnined to fuffer no further inconvenience from the vi- 
cinity of the hakeem. We haveaccordingly directed our fervants 
to take up their lodgings at night on the terrace which extends 
itfelf over our apartments, and which we often afcend in the 
evening, to obtain a view of the country. 

We were furprized with an early vifit from the Turk, whom we 
had encountered at the caravanfera yefterday, and were mutch pleaf- 
ed with this mark of his attention. He now gave us the particulars. 
of fome tranfaétions at Yambo, which nearly concerned us, and: 
which proved very fatisfaétory, in refpect to the meafures which 
we had taken with Lt. * * *, The reader will remember our fepa- 
ration in the Red-fea, and the melancholy circumftances. which 
reduced us tp the neceffity of returning him to ¥ambo, on a boat 
bound to that port. On his arrival at Yambo, it appears, that 

yo madnefs broke out with more violence than ever. Inftead af 
aiting for the boat’s coming to an anchor, he jumped over- 
board at the entrance of the harbor, and fwam to the beach be- 
low the town ; and would have made his way into the country, 
had he not been purfued by fome of the mariners, who overtook 
him, and carried him before the vizier of Yambo. This was the 
fecond time he had been brought to this minifter in this extraordi- 
nary manner, and within the compafs of a few days. His mif- 
fortune had been more than fufpected on the former occafion ;. 
but it was now communicated to the minifter by the nokidah of 
the boat, who was charged with our meffage, to requeft that 
Lt. * * * might be fent on the firft veffel to Judda. On his com- 
ing into the vizier’s prefencc, he gravely demanded to be made a 
Muffulman, and to be entertained in the fervice of the xerif.. This. 
requeit luckily could not be complied with by the Mahometan: 
law, 
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Jaw, which does not admit of converts, who are deprived of the fa- 
culty to judge between right and wrong. Neither does it now efta- 
blifh its faith by the means of the fword. So different are the prin- 
ciples of the fame fect, when the flame of blind zeal hYsabated of 
its ardor. It happens, however, that the unhappy victims of ntad- 
ne{s mect with an attention in this country, that is not paid to ra- 
tional beings. They are confidered as infpired, becaufe hurried 
beyond the precincts of reafon; and though thcy full ferve as a 
butt of ridicule to the fhafts of the vulgar, they are fecured by 
their fituation from the fhadow of an injury. On this principle 
the vizier acled. From his own wardrobe he gave the turban and 
Arabian drcfs to our unfortunate companion, to humor his fren- 
zy, and fent him fafely to Judda, full of the idca of having be- 
come a follower of Mahomet. Poor youth! to what joy and fa- 
tisfaction wilt thou hereafter awake, fhould it pleafe God to reftore 
thee to thy fenfes. What will thy fenfations be, to confider the 
paft as no more than a dream ; to reflect on the dangerous abyfs 
that thou haft efcaped, by the interpofition of the Divine hand ! Is} 
mutt occur to every human mind, that the news of his fafety was 
the moft pleafing-mufic to our ears. Driven by ftern neceffity to 
a feparation with him, when his condition was truly deplorable, 
we could not but admire at the happy turn which matters had 
taken. We had aéted for the beft im fending Lt. * * * back to 
Jadda; and could not but rejoice at the intelligence which now 
reached us, of his being gone thither under proper protection. 
Hada he lefs fortunately remained with us; had he been expofed 
to a month's fun in an open boat; had he vifited the coafts of 
Egypt; toiled with the caravan over the defart, and experienced 
the oppreffion we have met with at Ghmnah, it is impoffible that 
hie intellects could have withftood the complicated fhock, and a 
confirmed madnefs, or perhaps death, would have enfued ! Where- 
as every good confequence is to be expected from the ftep we 
9 took ; 
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took ; every affiftance will be given him by the furgeon of the 
Swallow floop, which was luckily at Judda; and we can pro- 
mife ourfelves that he was hofpitably received by our friend Cap- 
tain Bacon, and even accommodated with a pafiage to Bombay, 
fholld the Adventure be bound to that poit*., We alfo leain 
from this Turk, that the nokidah of our boat was more to blame 
than the vizier of Yambo, that we did not attempt to get to Suez. 
He went to the vizier while we were at anchor at the mouth of 
the harbor, and told him that he could reach no port but Cofie! 

In the evening the major fallied out in an Arabian drefs, 
which he made here, accompanied by Ibrahim and our ufual 
guard. He returned with two Chriftian merchants, whom he 
had got acquainted with. They are perfons of credit here, 
and very civilly invited us to repay their vifit. 


MONDAY, 18th Aucusr. 


We were difturbed at midnight by a knocking at the door, 
which proved to be the hakeem and Ibrahim, whom he had called 
up to attend him. This was the firft vifit he had paid us, and was 
as difagreeable as unexpected. We at once gueffed the purport of 
it. He is a plain man, and did not ufe much ceremony in intro- 
ducing what he had fo much at heart. But we were at a lofs 
what to offer him, that-could be acceptable. Moncy he pre- 
tended to decline taking, and we, with equal artifice, pretended 
that we had none. There were two fets of filver buttons, sand 
two filver chains, which belonged to the regimentals and {words 
of the major, and which had efcaped pillage. Thefe we produ- 
ced, as the only remains of our goods which were of valuc; 


* The humane reader will rejoice with us, to know, that our defigns re/pe@ing our 
wnfortunate companion were fully anfwered. That he found Captain Bacon at Judda, 
and returned in the Adventure to Bombay, recovered of his frenzy. 
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though we promifed to acknowledge his fervices in a better 
manner from Cairo, fhould he procure an order from the fhaik 
for our immediate departure. The weight of thefe toys attracted 
his notice, though he did not feem to admire their Workman- 
fhip, which was none of the beft. He however put them ihto 
his bofom, and defired to look at fome of our cloaths. But 
fo particular was this fellow, that he could not be prevailed 
upon to peep into our trunks; and fo fc1upusous, that he would 
not receive a fingle thing, until we put it into his hands. A pretty 
falvo tiuly, for his confcience, which grafped at all in our pof- 
jeffion! Befides the filver articles, he carried away three broad- 
cloth coats of different colors, and two filk tambour waiftcoats—~ 
for the purpofe, we imagine, of covering his pipes, and the fcab- 
bards of his {woids—and half a dozen cambric handkerchiefs for 
his own ufe. In confideration of this prefent, he has undertaken 
to write to his maftcr, for permiffion to fend us away by land, 
which is the only fafe track at prefent. It is not without extreme 
compunétion that we forego the eafe and pleafure of a voyage 
down the Nile, to encounter the dangers and hardfhips of the 
defart. But we forefee no end to our detention here, while we 
depend upon the river for a conveyance; and readily acquiefced 
in the hakeem’s propofal, who about one o'clock left us to finifh 
our repofe. 

Befoie we were up we had a vifft from the friendly Chriftians, 
who brought us a prefent of fine milk, and made us an hearty 
tender of their fervices during our ftay here. There is an honeft 
fimplicity in thefe men, that affords us infinite fatisfaction; and 
we fuppofe it was the apprehenfion of immediate danger to them- 
felves, which with-held their good offices, when we ftood fo 
much more in need of them. 

Behold the juftice of divine Providence! which often punifhes 
the iniquities of mankind, by their very accomplices in guilt. A 

retribution 
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retribution the more dreadful, as the villain who breaks through 
every tie himfelf which links man to man, is not yet {0 hardened 
as to be proof to a breach of confidence in another. The blow 
which is given by the public executioner, is weak, when com- 
pated to that which comes fiom the hand of a friend. ‘There is 
intelligence juft arrived from Cofire, that the merchant Maho- 
met, who invited us to his houte to plunder us, and who had re 
turned in the laft caravan to that place, is fo de{peratcly wounded, 
that his life is defpaired of. The quarrel arofe between him and 
fome of his confederates, touching the divifion of our fpoils. 
His brother Ally and his father were this day examined before 
the hakeem, on the fubject of their ill ufage of us. The refult 
we have not learnt; but it cannot be very dangerous to them, as 
we find Ally has obtained leave to attend his dying brother. 

In the afternoon the hakeem, and two merchants of the town 
in the confidence of the fhaik, came to our apartment to take a 
lift of the things we have loft. This they advife one of us to carry 
tgthe fhaik, and to make him a formal tender of the whole. This 
errand would be readily adopted by us, had we any thing fit to 
prefent to him, agreeably to the Eaftern cuftom. Thefe people 
looked into our trunks for this purpofe; but finding us bare of 
valuables, they gave us hopes of being difpatched without paying 
this great vifit. 


TUESDAY, igth Avcusr. 


Some further particulars relative to the misfortune of Maho- 
met, were communicated to us this morning. We learn, to 
our furprize, that the young fhaik of Cofire, and the foldier 
who ftole the major’s fword, were the principals in the affault. 
They went in company with Mahomet to Cofire, and were 


conftantly foliciting of him a proportion of the money which 
Ti he 
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he had obtained from us. This he had the imprudence to de- 
cline ; and on their finding he was deaf to their arguments, they 
one day took an opportunity to feduce him from the caravan, 
and attacking him jointly, they cut him defperately with their 
fwords. There is no doubt but he defended himfelf manfully ; 
but his ftrength and refolutian could not avail him againft this 
cowardly proceeding. The aflaffins have efcaped to Cofire, but 
the foldier’s relations, who live here, have been feized by the or- 
der of the government. In cafe of Mahomet’s death, however, 
we find a pecuniary mulét will preferve the murdeyers from the 
punifh ment due to their crimes. 

This ftory affords a truer picture of the difpofitions and man- 
ners of the Arabs, than volumes could portray on fuch a fubject. 
We reflect with horrar, on the cannection which fubfifted be- 
tween us and the delinquents in queftion ; and confider our ef- 
cape from them, as altogether unexampled and miraculous. It 
is now plain that they could meditate the plunder of our bag- 
gage; and we might have fallen a facriffce’ in the defart, with, 
much lefs danger to them, than the deceafed Mahomet, whofe 
family wall exact revenge. 

We had another vifit fram our Turkifh acquaintance at the ca- 
ravanfera. From him we have obtained a very extraordinary and 
alarming piece of intelligence. Since our arrival here, we had 
reccived confufed accounts of Ibrahim Beg’s abfence from Cairo ; 
but we could never get to the bottom of the ftory. It now ap- 
pears, that for this month paft, Egypt has been the feat of a bloody 
and ‘obftinate civil war. Ifmaul Beg took an him to affume the 
government of Cairo, by the connivance of the Porte; but the 
late Bey Ibrabim difputed the ufurpation, and appeared in 
arms to maintain his awn title, The matter was contefted 
in a defperate battle without the walls of Cairo, and ended in 
the defeat of Ibrahim Beg, who retired up the Nile, and is 

now 
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now in a province not three days march from this place. In- 
ftead of pirates infefting the river, we underftand, that the danger 
arifes from the foldiers of Ibrahim Beg, who are raifing contri- 
butions upon it. The Turk tells us, that the gallies which fell 
doven hence fome days ago, were commanded by Muttapha Beg, 
who is in the intereft of the depofed Ibrahim, and is gone to 
join him. But it is not poffible, that the fugitive chiefs can 
long withftand their fuccefsful opponent; whofe army is already 
ftrengthened by a large detachment of the Grand Signior’s forces. 
We underftand too, that the Shaik Ul Arab has acknowledged 
Ifmaul Beg, which accounts for the bad character that was given 
us here of the Banute people, who are of the other party. It 
alfo ftrikes us forcibly, that the letters which we produced for 
Ibrahim Beg, were one caufe of the ill treatment we experienced 
from the vizier and his affociates. The fhaik was out of reach of 
our complaints, and Ibrahim Beg, our only friend befide, not in 
a fituation to redrefs them. We had a contrary idea when we 
‘boafted of thefe letters ;"and muft acknowledge the uncertainty 
‘of human conjecture, which errs in matters apparently the moft 
obvious. 

This fudden revolution creates no furprize in a country un- 
fettied in its government, and divided by the jarring interefts of a 
number of petty princes. But to us itis a matter of ferious re- 
flection. We hear, indeed, that the European factories are un- 
difturbed at Cairo. But how far the influence of Mr. Baldwin 
will prevail with the new bey, or how we fhall reach the capisal, 
through the diforders of a country, agitated by oppofing fac- 
tions, and laid wafte by the {word of rebellion, we are at a lofs 
to determine. Danger befets us on every fide. Public commo- 
tions are united to private perfecutions, to compleat our diftrefs ; 
and the moft alarming circumftance of our affairs feems to be, 
that we are at the mercy of two fimple though honeft Muffulmen, 

liz our 


( 244 ] 
our domeftics, They have hitherto preferved their fidelity to 
us; but fuch is the frailty of human nature, that a long refi- 
dence here may have a bad effeét on their morals; expofed as 
they are to the artifices, and obliged as they are to mingle in the 
fociety of this fraudulent tribe. 


WEDNESDAY, 2oth Auvcusr. 


We had an early vifit from the hakeem this morning, who 
brought us a plate of raifins of the fun, which are produced in 
Lower Egypt. He came, feemingly full of the fcheme of 
one of us going to the fhaik, and .propofed fending a boat up 
to-day on this fervice. We readily gH into this meafure, which, 
notwithftanding the objections tltat weie made to it yefterday, 
T have long confidered as abfolutely neceflary to our immediate 
releafe. Little can be done with the minifters of Eaftern princes, 
whofe hands are tied by the awe which they ftand in of their 
mafters, or whofe minds are fo habituated to the receipt of pra-, 
fents, that nothing thort of the whole fubftance of the petit 
tioner, can fatisfy their avarice. I made a tender of my fervices 
on this occafion ; not more from a principle of curiofity, than a 
defire of haftening our departure; and was happy to find that 
they were accepted of by my companions, 

In the afternoon we had a vifit from the guondam hakeem, 
whofe advice we have conftantly folicited fince his difgrace. As 
he gan now have no felfifh intereft in our concerns, we are in- 
clined to place more confidence in him, than when we were at 
his diferction. He has bufinefs with the fhaik, and has kindly 
promifed to accompany me on this embafly. He is well ac- 
quainted with our ftory, and if he ig as much our friend as we 
take him to be, he may quicken the difpatch of our bufinefs, by 
a candid reprefentation of faéts. He tells us, that the place of 
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the fhaik’s prefent refidence, called Ghofe, is but feven or eight 
hours journey by water, and that we fhall be abfent but two 
days from hence. 

The day pafled away without another meffage from the ha- 
keem, or any preparation for my journey. 


THURSDAY, arft Auvcusr. 


There is no end to the prevarication of thefe people. The 
more earneft we are to go in perfon to the fhaik, the lefs willing 
they are to admit of it; and it is likely, after all, that we fhall 
be juft where we were before.the new hakeem arrived. He told 
Ibrahim this morning, that*he’was looking out for a boat to 
convey me to the fhaik, but it was uncertain when he fhould 
procure one. This excufe, from a man who can ceitainly com- 
mand every boat belonging to Ghinnah, is next to waving the 
vifit altogether. 

- ‘A funeral proceffion paffed our houfe about noon, which was 
very folemn and numerous. The corpfe was preceded by troops of 
women, who went vailed, and at certain intervals, uttered a choral 
ciy, which was accompanied by expreflive action. ‘The coffin 
was borne by fome of the friends of the deceafed, and feveral 
little flags of different colors were cairied around it. A body of 
priefts clofed the proceffign, who recited aloud paffages from the 
Alcoran, as they walked along. Muffulmen never neglect to 
fhew their fenfe of thefe fights; and perhaps it would prove of 
no detriment to Chriftians, to imbibe fome of their cuftoms on 
thefe occafions. There was an Arabian merchant on a vifit to 
us, when the funeral went by; and though in company with 
ftrangers, he was not afhamed to run to the window, and to join 
audibly in the devotions of the train. It is true, that the ob- 


fervance of thefe fotms, makes not the Arabs better members 
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uf fociety ; that it neither checks their propenfity to fraud, nor 
infals one benevolent idea into their breafts, towards the votaries 
of a different perfuafion. But ftill it throws a decency into 
their difcourfe, a fobriety into their manners,.which is very per- 
fuafive. They poffefs, what may be called, the graces of reli- 
gion, which would better adorn a good Chriftian, whofe temper 
is charitable, and whofe heart unknowing of deceit ! 

Juft as we fate down to dinner, the hakeem fent for Ibrahim, 
and told him, that he expected an anfwer from the fhaik to- 
day or to-morrow, which, perhaps, would fave me the trouble of 
waiting on him. This is what we dreaded ; but I fear, there is 
no rebelling againft this man’s will; and we mutt endeavor 
fome way or other to fix him in our intereft. in the evening 
Mr. Hammond and I went to the caravanfera, to pay our com- 
pliments to our Turkifh acquaintance. He received us with his 
ufyal civility. The chance of proceeding to Cairo by the Nile, 
{eems to be much againft us, on account of the difturbances. 
We fhould, therefore, be very happy in the Turk’s company in 
our journey by land, as his knowledge of the language and 
cuftoms of the country, would be a great defence to us againit 
the inconveniences of the road. His circumftances, however, 
will by no means afford the expence of five camels, which the 
coffee he has would require; and he is content to wait the 
ilue of the difputes upon the river. We could not converte on 
fo delicate a fubject in a public place, and have therefore defired 
the favor of his company in the morning, when we fhall pro- 
pofe to pay for his camel-hire, fhould he confent to make one 
of our party. This 1s to be kept a profound fecret. Though 
fifty dollars can be no object to us, when compared to the fer- 
vices we are likely to reap from his prefence, we muft, at all 
events, conceal a circumftance fiom the hakeem, which would 
fufficiently denote the ftrength of our refources. 

As 
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As we were going to bed, we had a vifit from the hakcem, 
who is very myfterious in his hours of communicating «ith us. 
To our great joy, he did not touch on the ufual ftring of pie- 
fents ; but came, as- he faid, to fatisfy our minds of his inten- 
tions to fend us under a fafe condué to Cairo, when he received 
the fhaik’s fanétion for fuch a ftep. 


FRIDAY, 22d AvucustT. 


The hakeem fent for Ibrahim at day-break, and founded him 
refpecting the valuables in our poffeffion, which might be worth 
his acceptance. We have already promifed to fend him a rem- 
nant of broad-cloath, and fome India goods, on our arrival at 
Cairo, by the return of the guard which he is to give us for our 
protection. But the native difpofition of thefe people renders 
them fufpicious of the profeffions of others. He, who does not 
hold himfelf bound by a promife, will not give another credit 
forthe peiformance of’one, which may be broken with impu- 
nity. The hakeem, therefore, wants to abfolve us of this 
diftant obligation, provided we come down immediately with 
fomething of equal value. Generous man! how he confults the 
interefts of perfons immediately under his protection! What hu- 
mane endeavours he daily exerts to render juftice to diftreffed 
ftrangers, whom he came here profeiiedly to confole and to re- 
lieve! Two of the gang who were leagued again{t us, have been 
twice brought before him. The vizier has been as often fum- 
moned to his tribunal. Examinations have been taken of the 
facts ; but as the accifers and the culprits have never been 
brought together, nothing is likely to enfue from this extraordinary 
mode of trial, that can tend to the recovery of our property, or 
the punifhment of the offenders. Smaller crimes, however, are 
cerrected with feverity, when they are ‘offered to Muflulmen ; 
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an inftance of which occurred to-day before our door. A Chrif- 
tian and an Arabian were convicted before the hakeem, of 
ftealing a fmall quantity of filver plate from a caravanfera. This 
act of dclinquency was punifhed by a fevere baftinado on the 
foles of the feet, which we underftand is the general method of 
corrcétion, 

This being the Mahometan fabbath, the hakeem went in great 
fate to the mofque. But the furniture of his horfe was not of a 
piece with the difplay he meant to make. It was very antique, 
and confiderably the worfe for wear. Neither did his beaft do 
much credit to his keeping. The horfes in Upper Egypt feem 
to labour in common under this neglect, They are very 
iprightly animals, though of a fmall fize; and yet they cut no 
figure, where corn and fugar-canes are in great plenty ; which 
mouft be attributed either to the unfkilfulnefs of the groom, or 
the penury of the owner. Indeed, provifions of all kinds are fo 
cheap in this country, that the natives live well, for little or no- 
thing. We, who ncceflarily pay for things’at double rates, pro- 
vide for a family of ten or twelve people, at the moderate expence 
of one dollar and a half, or feven fhillings per diem. In this are 
included fruits of various kinds, of which we eat fo heartily, 
that they often conftitute a quarter part of the coft. Bread is 
at leaft thrice as cheap as in England, and fine mutton fells 
ufually at two pence per pound, But what avails the plenty that 
reigns here, when freedom has fled the land, and taken up her 
abqde in northern climes? Infecure in the enjoyment of their 
property, which is the {port of every inteftine commotion, the 
natives rather draw] out a life of uncertain tenure, than exift with 
the {pit of human creatures. 

A fervant belonging to our houfe brought me a piece of cop- 
per money, which I immediately knew to be Roman. On 
my giving him a filver dewanny for it, value a halfpenny, he 
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produced three others, all Roman cois, and iow, as he tells 
me, among fome ruins here. To fpur his activity im procuring 
me more, I gave him two dewannics apicce for the reft, wich which 
he feemed much delighted. I can only regiet the critical fitua- 
tion, we asc in, which prevents our beating up an ample field, 
that undoubtedly abounds in every fpecies of anugque raiitics. 


SATURDAY, 234 Auvarsr. 


The guna hakeem fent for Ybrahim carly this moining, dit 
propofd my accompanying him te the duaik this evening, We 
very readily lof with this fcheme, and fent ous compliments 
tothe hahkeem, defining his permiffion to go. "Vhis was arequett 
which he could not flatly refufe; but Ibrahim fays he appear- 
ed much chagriacd that we would not trufl to the letter be hat 
fent, and to which he daily expected a favorable aniwer. We 
aic fo tired out with evafions, that any ftate feemo preferable to 
that we are in; and { have accordingly prepared myfelf to ein- 
bark with the guondam hakeem and Ibrahim for the fhaik’s court 
at fun-fet. 

While we were at breakfaft, we had a vifit from the Turk, who 
was accompanied by a friend that is likewife going to Cairo. He 
opened to us a defign which we much approved of, and doubt not 
to biing it to bear, in cafe of the fhaik’s permiffion, He tells us 
there is a boat ready to fail for Cairo, on which we may embark 
at my return, provided we are willing to give their paflage to fyme 
camel-drivers, who are waiting for a conveyance to Cairo. He 
15 acquainted with a company of thefe people, who want to tran{- 
port their coffee thither. They will fave us the expence of a 
guard, as every man carrics a matchlock, and, in defence of his 
property, will form the beft protection we can defire for our boat. 
We efteem ourfelves very lucky in having found an advifii, whofe 
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mtereft will prompt him to be fincere, and whofe journey depends 
upon our fuccefs. 

I had a meflage about eleven o’clock, to prepare for my voyage 
imnicdiatcly after dinner. This meal is ferved up at noon in this 
country, and we were in the height of it, when Ibrahiin was fent 
for by thehakeem. We did not like this fummons, and were the 
lefs furprized, when we learnt that the hakeem diffuaded wus from 
going to the fhaik, This he did, under the pretence of the trouble 
it would give me, and the little confequence a vifit would be of, 
unfunithed as we were, with a prefent to fmooth the introduc- 
tion of our fuit. T’o this we replied, that nothing could be ac- 
counted a tronble which would effect our departure; and in re- 
fpect to the want of a prefent, the gentleman who went, propoicd 
to lay the paper, which contained our Joffes here, at the {haik’s 
feet ; and to requeft him to recover the whole for his own ufe. 
And that this could not be confidered as a trifling gift, which 
amounted at leaft to 1,200 dollars. But he was deaf to thefe ar- 
guments; and at length told us he would write again by his pre- 
deceffor in office, urging an order for our fafe conduct to Cairo. 
But that he could not admit of my vifiting the fhaik, and falling 
into a thoufand difficulties, from gn inability to fatisfy the de- 
mands of the fhaik’s fecretarics and domeftics. There was fome 
fhew of reafon in this remonftrance. We were well acquainted with 
their craving difpofition ; and though we had: money enough to 
have {cattered among them, our fituation is fo precarious, that 
wetlare not pretend'to it. The fact is, we are in his power, and 
cannot aét contrary to his inclination. We therefore fubmitted 
with a good grace, and fent Ibrahim to the guondam hakeem, to. 
remix) him of: our ftory, ana to befpeak his influence with the 
fhaik in our behalf. {brahim attended him to the boat, and 
brought us back aflurances of his utmoft fervices, which the poor 
min delivered with tears in his eyes. This is too uncommon an. 
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expreffion of fincerity among the Arabs, to make us fufpicious 
of its not coming from the heart *. 

We walked to the caravanfera in the evening, to acquaint the 
Turk of our difappointment, and to tender him camels for the 
conveyance of his coffee, fhould the fhaik think it fafer for us to 
go by land. He received the offer with gratitude ; but {till gives 
us hopes of hearing better news concerning the troubles on the 
river, 


SUNDAY, 24th Aucusr. 


The Turk came to us this morning, with a face full of fome- 
thing important. After the firft cup of coffee, he delivered him- 
felf of his burthen, which was at all events to difluade us from 
going by land. He told us, that he propofed fetting off ina few 
days for Jirje, to wait till the river was clear, and preffed us much 
to accompany him. We were rather ftartled at this propofition, 
after what had paffed’ between us the night before; and, willing 
to know his fentiments fully on the matter, we repeated our in- 
tention to proceed by land, in cafe the paflage by the Nile fhould 
remain ftill perilous. Now jt was that we learnt the defperate 
fituation we were reduced to. The dangers which encompaffed us 
appeared in their proper colors, and required not the touches of 
art to give them a formidable appearance. Armies of contending 
pa.ties obftructed our progrefs by water; and a band of robbers 
threatened to purfue our footfteps by land. In fhort, we difcover- 
ed that this Turk was tender of the characters of Muffulmen, 
until he began to fufpect we fhould fuffer by their treachery. 
He therefore informed us in confidence, that we fhould be mad- 


* Thus were all my hopes of viewing the antiquities of Luxor and Thebes, dafh- 
ed in a moment, -by the caprice of a flave, who is become our mafter, and detains me 
from accompanying this Arab to the fhaik, who is in that neighborhood. 
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riuito truft ourfelves over the defarts of Thebais, when our de- 
parture could not be kept a fecret. That, allowing the hakcem to 
be finccie, and that he difpatched us agreeably to the fhaik’s or- 
der, thc would not be wanting rogues m this town, who, con- 
fileat of our carryin,, away money and jewels with us, ‘would-fe- 
castly collet thirty or forty ight camels, and although we had 
got two days flart of them, might eafily overtake, plunder, and 
inurder our whole body. ‘Yo illaftrate this obfervation, he re- 
lated to usa flory of a Turkifh gentleman of his acquaintance, 
who was treated in this manncr about two years ago, In a journey 
fiom Cofire to Ghinnah. A report univerfally prevailed, as in 
our cafe, that he was poflefed of great wealth, and he was fol- 
lowed by a felect band into the defart, and furprized while he was 
taking fome refrefhment beneath a thorn-tree. His party was 
too weak to refift the robbers; and the Turk was fhot through 
the head at the firft onfet. This anecdote naturally Iced him to 
reflect on our late fituation, which had been fo fimilar to the un- 
fortunate traveller’s, and to congratulate us dn the iffue, which had 
been fo different. He was afccrtained that the fame fate had been 
intended us, from which we had efcaped by a fignal intervention 
of Providence. Onthe other hand, our friend pointed out the 
probability of our fhunning the dangers of the river, by the tak~ 
ing refuge in any town we night be near, on an alarm of enemies ; 
not to add the chance of dteering clear of them by night, and. our 
ability, in a ftout boat, to make a manful refiftance againft an 
hoitile attack. We were quickly convinced of the propriety of 
this advice; and it is refolved that we wait for the fhaik’s an{wer 
tefpecting our departure. Should it fo happen that he direct our 
being fent by land, we are to inform the hakeem that we are con- 
tent to run ali rifks by water, rather than encounter the fatigues 
of another camel-journey: And, moreover, that our purfes will 
not afford the expence of it. In the mean time, the Turk is to {e- 
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cure 2 boat, and to hold it in readinefs for us. This is a vlan 
which has been reared on the moft plaufible foundation, but, 
like the reft of our airy fchemes, may be demolifhed by the 
changes of the morrow. 

L know not whether I fhould lament or rejoice at my not be- 
ing pofiefled of the true fpirit of wrt, which, overlooking all 
obftacles and perils, ‘leads the pofleflor to hazard every thing for 
the acquifition of an antique medal or feal. Were 1 one of the 
number whom Pope fays, ‘* Sighs for an Otho, and negleéls his 
bride,” I might indeed add to the lift of the curiofities which I 
have picked up, but at the fame time endanger our very liberties, 
by a fhew of enquiry into the fmalleft matters. To procure thefe 
reliques, money muft be produced, the mere rumour of which 
might awaken the avarice of the people, at whofe difpofal we 
lie. Thefe reflections were fuggelted by a prefent, which I re- 
ceived this evening from onc of the Chriftians, of feals taken 
up both here and at antient Thebes. The impreffions, it mutt 
be confeft, difcover no great elegance in the engraving. But their 
antiquity is not to be doubted, from the remotenefs of the quar- 
ter in which they were found. 


MONDAY, 2sth Aucusr. 


News is at length arrived of the death of the merchant Maho- 
met at Cofire. The perfons who communicated it to us, had 
the confidence to warn us of going abroad immediately, lef the 
relations of the deceafed fhould revenge theméfelves upon us, whofe 
money they confider to have been the caufe of his murder. A 
pretty inference, truly ! worthy of the {ubtle intellects of this di- 
abohcal tribe! But whether the danger exifts or not, we intend 
to make a plea of it to the hakeem, to haften our departure, as 
we do of the murder itfelf, to excufe our going by land. Indeed, 
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lien we are afcertained of the villainy of the Arabs, who are law- 
lefs enough to take away a Muffulman’s life in the middleof a cara- 
van, what fecurity can be given to Chriftians, for their fafety with 
a {mall body ? Our Turk paid us a morning vifit amid thefe deter- 
minations, and again confirmed us in them. He propofes our 
getting away to Jirje as foon as poffible, and remaining there, until 
an opportunity offers to convey ourfelves.to Cairo. He defcribes 
Jirje to bea large and well-regulated city; where we may keep 
ourfelves ptivate in a caravanfera, and be two days nearer the 
capital, to obtain intelligence. We are too tired of the oppreffion 
and deceit of the people of Ghinnah, not to wifh earneftly for a 
change of the feene; which, at any rate, cannot prove lefs 
agreeable and eligible to us. 

The fall of villainy occafions as great lamentations in this 
town, as would the demife of integrity in an honeft land. The 
tragedy which was lately acted near Cofire, gave birth to a mourn- 
ful proceffion of females, which pafied through the different 
ftreets of Ghinnah this morning, and utteréd difmal cries forsthe 
death of Mahomet. In the center was a female of his family, 
who carried a naked fword in her hand, to intimate the weapon 
by which the deceafed fell. At fundry places the proceffion ftop- 
ped, and danced around the fword, to the mufic of timbrels and 
tabors. They paufed a long time before our houfe, and fome of 
the women made threatening figns to one of our fervants ; which 
agree with the caution we received to keep within doors. It 
wowld be dangerous enough to face this frantic company; whofe 
conftant clamor and extravagant geftures give them all the ap- 
pearance of the female Bacchanals of Thrace, recorded of old. 

As our Turk came up ftairs this evening, he was ftopped by 
fome of the hakeem’s fervants, and we were obliged to fend 
Ibrahim to obtain him admittance. The little man was much 
nettled at this ufage, nor could we account for it. The buftle 
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below ftairs had occafioned an enquiry into the caufe, and Ibra- 
him was fummoned by the great man, to explain ii. The Turk 
infifted upon accompanying him, and returned to us very well 
fatisficd. He told the hakeem that he was an acquaintance of 
long ftanding ; was known to our conful at Cairo, and purpofed 
to attend us to that city. We are very well pleafed that ths 
matter is broken to the hakeem ; who politely apologized tor the 
affront, which had been offered toa friend of ours, through the 
ignorance of his fervants. 

The meannefs of this Abaffee is fhocking to a liberal mind, 
which mult be reduced indecd to accept of the trifles which he 
grecdily folicits. He fufpects us to be bare of money, and is 
willing to cafe us of our remaining cloaths. He even takes ap- 
parel which can be turned to no ufe; and the very fhects from 
our beds have not efcaped his rapacious hands. Daily are the 
inroads which he makes into our baggage; and we are content 
to have it reduced to a {mall compafs. Among all the bad qua- 
litigs this fellow poflefies, pride cannot be included in the 
number. 


TUESDAY, 26th Aucusr. 


The times of Yambo feem to be once more revived, and our 
patience fated to be put to the fevereft proof. Three days aie 
elapfed fince the laft letter went to the fhaik, and no anfwer is 
yet arrived. It is a myftery to all, that no notice has been 
taken of the various accounts, which have been tranfmitted to the 
fhaik, relative to us. He doubtlefs knows of our detention; but 
we greatly apprehend, that he is ftill a ftranger to the principal 
circumftances of our ftory. Were it not for the confidence we 
repofe in the former hakecm, we fhould not expect any orders in 
our favor, uritil the fhaik’s return, which every one fays is near 
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at hand. ‘This morning we faw his nephew pafs towards the 11- 
ver, where he embarks in a boat to meet the fhaik. Four or fiye 
hours of a fair wind, will carry him to the place to which his 
wncle has lately moved. 

We had a Jong vifit from the hakeem this forenoon. , He tells 
us that advices came yefterday from Cairo, which afford hopes 
that a ftrong force will foon be fent up the river, to clear it of 
Ibrahim Beg’s parties. A large detachment of Ifmaul Beg’s ar- 
my has fecured an important poft about fifty miles below Jitj ¢; 
fo that the communication is open from thence to Cairo; and 
Muftapha Beg’s gallies are thercby detained at Jirje. A very 
fhort interval may occafion a revolution in matters; and the re- 
bels who obitruct our progrefs, may be driven back to the upper 
parts of the Nile. “We alfo find that Ifmaul Beg, by thefe ad- 
vices, has invefted the Shaik Ul Arab with the fovereignty of four 
more provinces of Upper Egypt. A refined ftroke of policy in the 
Bey, to confirm him in the intereft of the government; and to 
oblige him to defend thefe very provinces,againft the fugitive 
chicfs, who might acquire a fupply of men and money from the 
conqueft of them. 

In the courfe 6f our converfation with the hakeem, we difco- 
vered his predileétion to our going by land. On our pointing out 
the obftacles which might deter us from fuch an undertaking, he 
endcavoured to obviate them, by the ftrongeft affurances of his 
care and protection. He went fo far as to declare, that on our 
{etting out for Cairo, he would feize upon Ally and the fellows 
who had robbed us, and detain them in cuftody until our fafety 
was known. That he would alfo affix chops or feals, upon the 
warehoufe-doors of the camel-drivers, until they returned with the 
intelligence of our arrival at Cairo. Thefe promifes are encou~ 
raging enough, and might induce us to venture at laft upon ca- 
miels, if an example were made of the rogues who plundered us, 
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ta deter others from attempting the like. The camel-drivers who 
went with the company of Turks to Cairo, are expected back in 
four ox five,days. They will, perhaps, bring us an anfwer from 
Mr. Baldwin, and we have the good fortune to be furnifhed, by 
his means, with a recommendation to the fhaik from Ifmaul Beg. 
But there is little chance of our being obliged to determine on this 
point, during the abfence of the thaik. The government is likely 
to reap no little advantage from our coming here. The murder 
of Mahomet has given it a pretence, to fecure the property of the 
camel-drivers belonging to that caravan. We faw a fecretary pafs 
by with a party of foldiers this afternoon, and were told, that he 
had been affixing chops to the different warehoufes of their cara- 
vanfera, which contained coffee to a confiderable amount, This 
would partly go towards fatisfying the family of the déceafed, but 
the moft confiderable portion be confifcated to government. 

I went up to the top of our houfe in the evening, to obferve 
the progrefg of the inundations of the Nile. The frefhes now are 
at the greateft height ; and there appeared a prodigious alteration 
in the {cene fince my laft view of it. The waters are f{pread to 
the very extremities of the town. The ftream is greatly agitated 
and difcolored, and runs down with the force of an headlong 
torrent, 


WEDNESDAY, 27th Aucusr. 


I was awakened before day-break by the fame troop of women, 
which paffed our houfe the other day in honor to, the memory of 
Mahomet. _Wheir difmal cries fuited well with the lonely hour of 
the ‘night : and d underftand that this relic of the Grecian cuftom 
lafts for the fpac¢ of feven days; during which interval the female 
Heudbos She Ace céafed make a a ee through the town, morning 
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nnd might, beating their breafts, throwing afhes on their heads, 
and difphaying every artificial token of forrow. 

‘The general rumor of the town is, that the fhaik will be here 
to-morrow, Some of his domeltics ere artived, which in a man- 
ner confirms it: It is time for us to be relieved from the reftraint 
we are under, as every hour teems with the danger of difcoveries. 
Froth the frequent infpection of our baggage, we till hold it ex- 
pedient to carry our monty and valuables about us. Befides the 
irkfomenefs of fuch a charge, accidental occurrences have often 
brought us to the brink of betraying it: and more than once, to 
my great confofion, has the hakeem himfelf fate down fo clofe to 
the place where my watch has ‘been concealed, that he muft infal- 
libly have heard it going, had we not ftrained all our invention to 
engage ints attention. God -grant that the fhaik was once come 
among uel when the werft which can: happen will be, that we 
Shall ‘know the utmoft malice of our fate. 

We took a walk this evening along the banks of the Nile, to 
fee the revelation of things in that quarter. The deluge extends 
afel€ daily :on every fide; and we remarked many places where 
fre river hes formerly-made mroads imto the town itfelf. A face 
of bufinefe aiffisfes itfelf around the country. The hufbandmen 
have prepared their grounds for the reception of the manure, 
which the floods will leave upon them. Nature affifts them irt 
a point, the moft laborious and expenfive to the farmer in other 
* countries; and to this account, the cheapnefs of grain may be 
imputed im Upper Dgypt, more than to the quatrtity which the 
land produces, which 3s. only cultivated on the basike-of the Nite. 
When the waters retire, the: feed is itnmediately-fown, anda 


©The auther meft except the ‘kingdudh of Bengal, which is Waterdd By that 
able river the Ganges ; whofe operations and effets bear an intiinasd 
to thofe of the Nile. 
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ctop is seaped within the fhart fpace of four months. The maft 
aftonifhmg inftance of the quicknefs of vegetation that the workd 
can #ffos8: As we had encountered fame inteltigent fellows on 
the road, # eriquiréd into fome of the natural curiofities, which 
have fo lotig diftinguithed this region. I learn that the oftrich is 
too commen, to be much regarded by the natives. That the 
crocodile is a mo& formidable tenant of the Nile, and held in 
great dread by the fifhermen, one of whom told us, that he 
was prefent at the death of 2 crocodile a fhort time ago, in 
whofe belly were found the gold rings and ornaments of a 
dancing-girl, who was devoured by the moniter, as fhe was bath- 
ing in the river. The hippopotanws, or river-horfe, is hkewife 
yet, though rarely, met with, between this place and Jirje. I have 
an exact refemblance of him in an antique feat which came from 
the ruins of Thebes ; but I maft add, that he is often found to 
be twelve feet and upwards in tength. His thin is fo hard as to 
refit a mufket-ball , and he is fo cunning, as feldom or never to 
be feen afhore, by day-tight. Among the various reafons that 
induce my preferring to travel by water, the deftre of behokding 
this vare produétion of nature, is not the leaft cogent: and I 
canhot but anticipate the gratifications which are in ftore for us, 
whenever I meditate an 2 voyage down the Nite, difturbed as it 
is by the commotions of war. 


THURSDAY, 28th Avcusr. 


‘Phe moming was ufhered in by the arrival of a great man, 
who came immediately to our houfe, accompanied by the ha+ 
keer, who wetit to the river-fide to receive him. He is a Turk, 
end waa.dately governor of Ghofe, a town fome hours diftant 
wp the Nike, Grom whence ‘he was removed on the revolution at 
Cairo. He is going by land to that city, and on hearing of our 
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fituation, very politely fent:a meflage to requeft the favor of our 
company. A better opportunity could not have offered itflf 
for our proceeding by this route; and we muft undoubtedly 
avail ourfelves of it, if no good intelligence reach us touching the 
paflage by water, before the fhaik’s return, Which this Turk’ af- 
fures us will be to-morrow evening; .or the next morning at-fur- 
theft. It will be with the utmoft regret, that we forego the 
verdant profpects, the romantic fcenes, which the banks of the 
Nile abound with, to traverie ftony valltes and a dreary wafte. 
We cannot with any, degree of patience, compare the eafe and 
convenience of a boat, to the dabor, fatigue, and heat we fhall 
experience, in journeying upon camels. But fo hearty’ is our 
averfion to the people we are among, fo wearied out are we with 
the delays we have met with, that we are ready to encounter the 
horrors of the defart, provided we encounter them under a fafe 
conduct, rather than remain here a week longer, to wait the 
iffue of the difputes upon the river.—-But our refolutions are the 
{port of fortune, and catch their hue from the afpect of the day. 
It is with fome concern, that we fhall feparate ourfelves from 
our little Turkith acquaintance, whofe good-humour and atten- 
tion have.greatly preferred him in our efteem. But it would be 
folly to rejeé& the protection of this great man, who travels with 
a {trong guard, for the uncertain and dangerous profpect of get- 
ting down by water. 

We were warmly folicited by the hakeem to-day, for various 
articles, which he had overlooked before. ‘This is ‘a ftrong inti- 
mation that his mafter is at hand, to deliver us at‘Jeaft from his 
importunitics: 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, a2gth Aucusr. 


A woman came’ to our door to-day, who ufed to afk charity 
of us at Cofire. She is juft arrived with the caravan, and brings 
fome {hocking accounts touching the death of Mahomet. It ap- 
pears, that he was left in the defart by the villains who affaulted 
him, and remained there three days without any affiftance what- 
ever, when he was accidentally taken up by a party of a few 
camels, artd carried to Cofire. There he lingered three days more, 
ere death relieved him from the pains he endured. The tortures 
which were referved for this poor wretch, from the rankling of 
his many wounds, are really affetting to humanity; but the 
horrers which muft have haunted his confcience in this dread- 
ful interval, are too formidable to conceive. The deceit which 
he had practifed towards ftrangers, the breach of hofpitality be- 
neath his own roof, and the perjuries that he had committed in 
the prefence of a jutt God, mu in thofe moments have recur- 
red with double force to his imagination, and ftruck him with a 
full conviction of his guilt. Even the Arabs themfelves, who 
are feldom reftrained from evil from the contemplation of a fu- 
ture (tate, acknowledge the interpofition of the divine hand in 
the fate of this man. Unhappy victim of prejudice and paffion ! 
may thy fins have been-expiated by the anguifh of thy exit! And 
may the etcrnal pardon which is promifed to repentance, meet 
thee as fully, as what I beftow upon thy offence ! 

-Qur hopes of going im company with the Turkith officer, 
ave, cut off as foon as formed. He purpofes fetting out this 
night, and we are immoveably fixed here, until the prefence of 
the fhsik breaks the fpell. We cannot but fecretly reproach the 
hakeem ‘for this difappointment. Had he permitted of my em- 
baily to the thaik, there is little doubt but we fhould have ob- 
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tained permiffioa to accompany this Turk to Cairo. But we. 
have not been wanting to effect the utmaft. We have written a 
fourth letter to Mr. Baldwin, {tating our uncomfortable fitua- 

tion ; which we have committed to the care af-ane of the Turk’s 

domeltics, through the means of Ibrahim. 

The Turk.and his party departed at midnight, which we ab- 
ferved from our windows, that almaft face his lodgings. He had 
given out that he fhould not go until the morning. Theé& pre- 
cautions were taken by the farmer travellers who went by land ; 
to deceive, we prefume, the thieves who lurk in this neigh- 
borhood. 


SATURDAY, 30th Avousr. 


We had fcarcely breakfaited this morning, when advice came 
of the long-expected approach of the Shaik Ul Arab. We im- 
mediately went to the top of our houfe, to fee the coremony of 
his landing. We had hitherto reftrained our joy at an event, 
which was too defirable to be credited, without the evidence of 
our fenfes. The reader may therefore judge ef our emotions, 
when we beheld @ large Beet of boats, falling down with the 
‘ftveam. We found the thaik to be in the headmoft, from the 
pendant and enfign which were difplayed on board; and he 
foon eutered:the creck, which is a fhelter for boats from the 
vielence of the faethes, book Gides of which were lined with 
peopte te motive him. But by the Arength of the carrent ‘his 
boat was forced upon a<benk,intid-way ied che creck, -anib-rete 
without groan difficulty, diltngaged. The warernien-olethe Nile 
da not feem: to anderikgnd their-bedinet, likttbsir fraternity om 
the Themes x or thap.weuk!.not:hevn left: their monarelr fo long 
in peeplexity, Senacsh gopes.gane way intidrawing the boaethont 
the baak » and two hours .clupfad before the was lieought exthe 
landing-plane, though allied: ty fame hundyels ab geoph: 

It 


